SIE M'ALHiR RALEKtH 


3’5Y 

SIR EENNELL RODI) 


Eontian 

MACMILLAN .AND CO., Limited 

' KE'W Y'OEKrTHE MACMILLAN. COM' PAN Y 

, , 1-905 ■ 


A !l rigk is - reserved 






‘iw’i 






Si 


SIR M'ALTKR RALEIGH. 
Rroin the original of Zucciiero. 







(JOIsTEJ^TS 


CHAPTEB I 

Eahlt Years, 15.52-1579 

CHAPTEK 11 

liALEIGH IX iKiilLAxp, ToS0-15S1 


OHAPTEli IJI 

'”"1= o— » 


FE! 


chapter IV 


y maim A, 1585 


The Armada, 1588 


chapter V 


CHAPTER VI 

The Ib»h UAI>Em.AKIXS--MABBIAGF ixiy F- 
SION fhom Couhx, 1589-15,95 ‘ 


C1IAPTE.R AHI 


■jlTlAjif'Aj ,1595 





Cadiz, 1596 


5/v? WALTER RALEIGB 


CHAPTER VIII 


CHAPTER IX 


The Islands Voyage, 159 i 


CHAPTER X 


Essex and EALisiaH 


CHAPTER XI 


Cecil and E.ujsigh 


CHAPTER XII 

The Scccession— Raleigh’s Arrest, 1603 . 

CHAPTER XIII 
The Trial and Sentence, 1603 . 

CHAPTER XIV 

At the King’s Pleasure, 1603-1615 . 

CHAPTER XV 

The Second Expedition to Guiana, 161 <-1618 


CHAPTER XVI 


In Palace Yahd . 



THE ■ lives oi lew piibiic men nave onereu mure 
for coiitrovei'sy than has the life of Sir alter 
Raleigh, and yet the uncertainty which at man}’ points 
perplexes the story of his adventurous career cannot 
be ascribed to aii}^ dearth of biogi'aphical .material. 
After he had once emerged' from respectable obscurity 
he lived conti,iiiiorisly dn the 'fierce light of ' publicity.' 
No prominent character' of an age rich in individuality 
. was more eagerly discussed by contemporaries ; of none 
have the conduct and actions been nioio ciii'ioiisl}'' in- 
vestiguteii by liistorians. State records, as well as the 
social and political eoiTespoiidenee of the day, are/ full 
of first-hand, .evidence of his many-'Sided activity : while 
no less than one hundred and sixty-five lettei*s from 
' his own :'liaiid, bearing on the most important -episodes. 

,' ill liis' clie.c|iiered fortiiiieSj, have come dow.n to us. ' feo 
that here, if ever,, it might -seem 'w.arran'table to assume, 
that the 'accuirri, Illation .of matter, should ■- enable the 
-student,, after '..examining^ the tangled story' from 'every 
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sidOj with the of friend and, foe, from the ofbeial as 
well as from the private point of view, to form unpre- 
judiced judgment on the character and iii{3titS of cliis 
remarkable man. ■Nevertheless, in spite of die voi nine 
of testimony, so much remains iiiiexplaiiied and in- 
tangible to subsequent generations that his numerous 
biographers have for the most part been, perforce, content 
to state the case, to sum up the evidence, and, leave tlie 
final judgment inipronounced. 

Not only tvas the man himself coiiipoiiiided of niaiiv 
elements and endowed with a versatility which aiiioiirited 
to genius, but his age and environiiieiit were pecuiiaidy 
favourable to complexity of character ; and the apprcicia- 
tions of his contemporaries, when not contradictory, are 
marked by the subtlety and absence of simplicity to 
which all recorded appreciations tend in a dangerous 
atmosphere of jealousy -and., suspicion. It is perhaps 
difficult in. the present day to fully estimate the intri- 
cacy of life .at a Court, .where so iiiiich depended on 
caprice, when public ■opinion was not' yet. an organised 
force, and ambition struggled through a sea of intrigne 
in which only the most dexterous swimmer could keep 
liis head above the w^ave. Which of ail the leading 
figures that occupy the stage at that period can be 
credited with motives, consistently above suspicion if 
judged by the sterner standards of to-day Not one 
of the counsellors of an autocratic and veiy feminine 
mistress, not Walsingham, not: even Burghley, least of 
all the longest in the retention of office, the oppor- 
tunist Eohert Cecil. Even Drake, direct and straight- 
forward by nature, something of a Puritan hy in- 
herited tendency, was forced at times to have recourse 
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to tortuous metliods in order to coontermine the eternal 
intrigues of liis opponents. Perliaps tlie fact that the 
iiobilitv of Sidney^s character so profoimdlj impressed' 
liis coiiteniporaries, in spite of the brevity- of Ills careerj 
may be accepted as evidence of liow rare were those 
qualities wliicli in hiiii coiiiirianded their admiration, 

A question of detail confronts us at the" outset. 
What is the proper spelling to adopt of a name for 
which there are. perhaps, among his contemporaries more 
variants than there are for any other well-known name 
ill those days of iiiideterminecl orthography ? Sir Walter 
himself was not consistent in his own signatures, though 
after the year 1584 he appears to have finally adopted 
Ealegh, which recurs in one hundred and thirty-five of 
liis letters. A deed of the year 1578 exhibits three 
different spellings, subscribed by liis father, his brother, 
and himself, who sign if Ralegh, SaAvfygli, and Rawleyghe 
respectively, ' The accepted spelling of Raleigh, if never 
employed by liiiiiself, has the sanction of use by Lady 
RaJ.eigh and othei* iiieinliers of the family, as -well as the ■ 
camteniporary Hooker-Hollinslied eliroriicles, and it has’ 
been so universally adopted l)y postei'ity that it appears 
almost pedantic now to employ any otliei‘ form. 

Again, the very date of his birth cannot be fixed with 
absolute cei*tainty. The registers of the church at East 
Eudleigli, where it should be inscribed, do not- commence 
until 1555, three years after the date to which it has 
been generall}’' assigned ; while the inscriptions on two 
:of his portraits by Zuccliero wmiikl, if correct, rather 
place it in 1554. Inscriptions on portraits, - lioweTer, 
are . not verv satisfac to-rv evidence. The' whole chronoloav 

Oti' 

.of ; his early, years is luicertaiiipbut it. .wiil best^accord- 
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■with suck 'dates as can be approximately established to 

adopt the" popular tradition of the year 1552. V : 

E\^eii as to. the.place. of .his Mrth there lias not been ; 

complete unanimity; 'One writer, at least has claiiiie<i I 

that honour, for an old house in. the neigiibourhood , o£ . ■ 
the palace: at. Exeter, while others Imve accorded it to,, 
the . hereditary manor ■ of Eardell, ,, which is near Ivy- ' ' ^ 

bridge, on the. edge of Dartmoor,, The question, hoiY- . , , | 

ever, appears to he decided beyond dispute in favour of 
East Budleigh by a letter from Sir Walter hixaself to a I 

Mr. Richard ■ Duke, of Otterton,' the owner of the ■ :.:j 

farm of Hayes. In this letter, which had disappeared i 

and was only known in a partial transcription by 
Aubrey till its rediscovery in 1888, he endeavoured to 
persuade Mr. Duke to allow him to purchase the farm 
which had been for many years occupied by bis family, 
adding for the natural disposition I have to that place, 
being borne in that house, I had rather seat myself there 
than anywhere else.” The actual name Hayes does not 
occm- in the letter, but there is no room, for doubt that 
Sir Walter referred to the estate of which his father 
held a lease from the Dukes. The old Tudor farm-house 
of Hayes, or Hayes Barton, still retains its sixteenth- 
century character. It is situated between the Otter and 
the Exe, almut a mile from the church of East Budleigh, 
some six from Exmoixth and three from the little port 
of Budleigh Salterton, from which it is separated by a 
%yood of oak-trees. 

The Raleighs came of an ancient stock ; in fact the > 

jKealous antiquarian, John Hooker, chamberlain of Exeter j 

and a relative of Sir Walter, is at pains to trace hk f 

descent, through the marriage of John de Raleigb with 1 
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the daiigbter of Sir Eoger d'Amerie, back to King 
Heaiiy the First and so to the. Conqueror. Like- in an j ^ 
of the West -country faniilies ' the Raleighs .appear to 
have had seats in Wales, as tcII as in ■ Somerset and ' 
Devon, , where they gave their name to several tow.os and 
villages. ' There were in tlie reign'of Edward the Tliirci 
no less -than five branches of Raleighs in Devonshire; iii 
, each of wliicli the head of the .house had achieved the 
lio,!ioiir of kiiiglithood. The Fardell : branch was de- 
scended from a ceitain John de Raleigh, grandson of ■ 
Wiiniiiid de Raleigh of Bolleliam, who in 1303 iiiarried 
Johanna, the daughter and heiress of William de Kewton, 
and thus acquired ' the estate of Fa.rdelL The family 
became greatly impoverished in the days of a' later 
Wiinund Raleigh, the grandfather of Sir Waiter,' who 
had succeeded to other properties, and whose position 
in the' county is - sufficiently marked by- his having 
maiTiedri daiigiiter of Sir Richard-' Edgecombe .of Cothele. 
Whether thO' heavy' .fines which he. was- called upon to 
pay,- for -some co'iistriictive misprision. ' of treason had '■ 
ciabaiTasse«l him, or whether the too-lavisli hospitality 
of the W est-eoiintry had dissipated a goodly inheritaiicc, 
he was obliged, 'to part with .his estate of . Snmliridge 
while his son "\\ alter, who followed him, was not only 
unalJe to live at Fardel], but was forced to alienate a 
portion of his remaining propertjv 

alter Raleigh of Faixlell was three times married, 
and had issue by eacli of his three wives. The first was 
a daughter of Jolni Drake of Exmouth, and by her he 
had two sons, of whom the elder inherited Fardell. 
These half- Ijrot hers, 3ohri and George Raleigh, had 
probably both grown up and passed out of the family 
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circle before the appearance of the younger Yf alter; in 
any case they do not appear in the story of his life. Ilis 
second wife is entered on a pedigree in the Devoiishire 
visitation as daughter of Darrell of London. Elsewhere 
she is stated to have been the daughter of Giaconio de 
Ponte, or de Fant,^ a merchant of Genoa established 
in England, with w^hoiii Walter lialeigh ma}' liavc had 
business relations, if, as there is reason to believe, he 
was interested with partners at Exmouth in the inercLiaiiu 
shipping trade. This appears the more prohaolc as liis 
four sons seem to have been brought up to folloiv the 
vocation of the sea, for the names of all of them occur 
in a list drawn up in the year 1585 of gentlemen quali- 
fied to command Her Majesty’s ships, together with 
such illustrious names as Drake, Hawddiis, (.Tronville, 
and Frobisher. By his second wife he had one 
daughter, who married Hugh Snedale of Exeter. 
His third marriage (to which no certain date can 
he assigned), with Katherine, daughter of Sir Philip 
Ohanipernoun and widow of Otlio Gilbert of Compton 
and Greenaway, was more distinguished, and brought 
the Ealeighs into connection with tJie Devonshire 
Carews. She "was already the mother of three sons, 
who all distinguished themselves in after life. The 
eldest of these, Sir John Gilbert, was perhaps separ- 
ated by many years from tlio three children of her 
second marriage, Carew, Walter, and Margaret Ealeigh; 
hut the younger sons, Hiniiphrey and Adrian, whose 
names are so intimately associated with Sir Walter’s 


^ The name Darrell, which is not very clear in the 1\1S. pedigree, 
might perhaps also be read Parrett, an. erroneous transcription 
from Ponte or Pante. 



JJYECDOT^S OF BIS PJFFiVlS 


fortuiieSj tlioiigli upwards of ten .years older,, were prob- 
ably tlie true elder brothers and heroes of his. cliiklhood, 
mdiicli was passed between the .Ealeigh and .G-ilbert 
/ houses, 0,11 „tlie Devonshire coast , 

.The story of, liis early years is shrouded in obscurity, 
but two little incidents, in which his ' parents' played a 
conspicuous part, have come dowui to us, and are signifi,- ' 
cant as iliiistratiiig the home influences under which he 
was' brought up. The first is told in Hookers con- ' 
tiniiation of Holiiisiied. In 1549, at the time of the 
famous rising in the West in favour of the restitution 
of the old liturgy, the rising which drove the sturdy 
preacher Drake of Tavistock to liy.. with wife and 
child fi‘oni liis burning homestead, Walter Raleigii of 
Hayes w^as riding into Exeter wi.th certain mariners of 
Exmoutii, whose association with him. on this occasion 
tends to confirm the supposition that, ■ like so niaiiy 
other. Westrcouiitry 'gentlemen, he ■speculated 'in' mari- 
time ventures. The wiiole country-side wms in a state of 
ferment, and all the villages were constructing barricades 
to close the' road to Exeter against any forces wiiicdi ' 
might be se,nt to ■quell the movement. Overtaking on 
the wniy an old iv oinan, who with her -beads in her hand 
wais making for the church of Clyst'.St. : Mary, 'Ealeigh, 
wdio had warmly embraced the reformed doctrine, stopped 
his horse, and, with the zeal of a ..proselytiser, began to. 

; take . her ■ to task for carrying ' beads. .He .explained 
the., new laivs, wdiicli had . been, passed against . super-, 
stitioiis . practices, and recommended .prompt obedience 
to authority,, wiiich .liis oivn connections, Sir Gaw’^en and ■ 
Sir Peter Carew, had been sent to Exeter to enforce. 
The w’oman, frightened but unconvinced, took refuge in 





I j 1 the church where the villagers w'ere asseail'iled for 

. ’ service, and broke forth into angry clamours rs.gainst the 

gentry who were threatening on the liighroaris to Fnirn 
f the poor folks' houses over their heads if they did iKvt 

^ f give up their beads, their holy bread, and holy water. 

Inflamed by the incantations of this sibyl the parishioners 
i I left the church in tumult, and began to throw up new 

; ! entrenchments, while a body of rioters pursued the 

' I squire, who, had he not been rescued by the Exinoutli 

’ I sailors of Ids company, was great danger of his 

? life, and like to have been murdered." Though he 

' escaped on this occasion, a rmiiour of his ill-timed 

j advocacy of the new doctrines spread among the excited 

population, and he was soon after seized by another 
band of rioters and detained as a prisoner in the church 
i of St. Sidwell, situated in a suburb of Exeter viiich they 

; held. Here he was many times threatened with death, 

' and it was not until Lord Russell and Lord Grey de 

. I Wilton had defeated the insurgents in the bloody battle 

‘ - of Clyst Heath, and compelled them to raise the siege 

of Exeter, that he was delivered from his precarious 
plight. 

' j The other anecdote, recorded in Foxe's Acts and 

■ , 5 Monuments^ belongs to a period some seven or eight 

: : I years later, after the accession of Queen ]\Iary had 

F reversed the position of religious antagonists. Among 

the victims of the Catholic reaction, who lay in Exeter 
' ' , Castle under sentence of death by burning, was a poor 

* : • uneducated woman, by name Agnes Prest. It is probable 

' ( that she came from the immediate neighbourhood of 

, ‘ Hayes or Greenaway, and therefore the wife of Walter 

Raleigh went to visit her in prison, John Foxe records 

if < < ' 

0 jy- 
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ii ^ tiieir converse' togetlier, on tlie'eve -of execution, and 

the deep impression made upon that ■ ‘‘ woman ■ of ' iiohle 
wit and godl}" opinion''’ hj the simple, earnest a 
poor peasant, nimble to read' or wuite,- .who could lie ver 
so have spoken if God had not lieen. with her.' Yomig 
Walter Ealeigii was at ^ that time about 'Six years old, 
and the story of the death for conscience sake' of the 
I: ' simple eoiiiitrywoman, who .was perhaps ' a. familiar 

i;';' . . ' .neighbour, may well have made a deep, impression on: 

yb'i.'V:,' : ., 'Whe' precocious and reflecting child, and may unconsch 

jy- e ' t'' ' 'o'osly have helped, to form that aliidiiig hatred of priest- 
tey"'y''v'^ craft which characterised his later years, - Such stories 

yyy:';' ,' V ' , as this would also have early familiarised him with, 

denunciations of the chief temporal supporter of the 
Olmrcli, ivliose marriage with the Qneen had been the 
signal for the revival of all the persecuting statutes 
against heretics. 

Thes,e two anecdotes and old Devonshire traditions 
V, which record young Raleigh’s habit ' of cuitivating the 

aceiuaintance, of ' seafaring men, .:and 'cpiestioiiing 
, .. oil their; iUsipeiiences in niany parts of . the '.ivoiid, ■■ are 
all we have to indicate the influences irl-ich moulded 
liis boyliood. As regards his early education, ivo can 
only conjecture from the reputation which he acrpiired 
during liis Ijrief university career, as ivell as from the 
scholarsliip and knoivlerige displayed by his versatile 
pen, tliat his grounding in the humanities must have 
been tborough. The Reformation and the dissolution of 
f the religious establislinients liad taken education largely 

s out of the hands of the Church, and both Edward 

the Sixth and Elizabeth endowed a number of grammar* 

I schools to supply a muclMieeded w’ant in the country^' 
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Had youug Ealeigh been sent to any of these newly 
founded establishments there is little doubt some record 
of so distinguished a pupil would have been preserved 
there. Winchester and Eton, to which Hiiiiiphrc}' 
0-iIbert was sent under special provision in his fa.tiierb 
will, were far away, and the famous school a& Tiverton, 
where so many sons of the West-country liave been 
taught their syntax, wvas not opened till some fifty 
years after his birtli. It seems probable that the young 
Ealeighs pursued their studies under the paternal roof 
until the time came for them to find their way to one of 
the great universities. 

He had come into the world at a tiiriiiiig-point in the 
history of the nation, which had just passed through the 
crisis of the Eeformation to endure the fieiy ordeal 
of the Catholic reaction. As he grew to boyhood's con- 
sciousness of his environment, he may have realised, 
young as he was, something of the sense of relief with 
which those dark times of reserve and misgiving were 
succeeded by the freer air and more spacious vistas of 
Elizabeth. The thoughts which were stirring in men's 
hearts, and the words which fell from their lips, were 
well calculated to fire the imagination of the sea-bora 
child. Freed from the fetters of routine and the limita- 
tions of a conscience held in others’ keeping, men in 
England were learning to rely on their own strength 
and initiative. The old convictions were not dead nor 
radically altered, but they had expanded with tiie 
intellectual awakening of mankind, to become more 
powerful incentives to action. With the opening of a 
new spiritual horizon the material horizon also had 
widened beyond the dreams of imagination. It is well- 
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liigli iiiipossible now to fully realise ■ the iiioiBeD tons 
iiiiliience of the voyages of Columbus, which at the close 
of the , ■ former century had displayed a' .'new world . to 
human ken, and promised revektionB . of inhnite exten- 
sion. With bewildering rapidity discovery had succeeded 
discovery. ' The startled imagination of' men dreamed of 
great veins of virgin gold sleeping in the iinquarriad 
mines of the new worlds mountains, and co'nceived the 
shores of the farther ocean' as pebbled with inexhaustible 
gems. Fired by the fame and example of the continental 
discoverers, adventurous Eiigiislimeii follow' ed the irre- 
sistible attraction of ' the mystic West. ' Sir Hugh 
Willoughby turned the North Cape to seek a passage 
into the sister ocean, and perished in the ice vritli 
all his men. Encouraged by ' the first of British 
sovereigns who realised the sea ■ kingdom’s need of a 
navy, Wiiliaiii Hawkins wmnt trading to Hrazil, and 
taught diis famous' son to follow in his track. The. crisis 
of,, 'the'Eeformatioii gave impulse to maritime enterprise, 
for, the antagonism of Spain .to the rising .sea-power and 
commercial expansion of England turned simrjle trmiers 
into privateers,' a,iid swdft reprisals .wmv^ '.exacted for a 
restrictive policy ■ wdiich w’as' reinforced-' b}^ the zeal of 
the Inquisition. There W'as a great unrest upon the 
world, and whether 'iinconscioiisiy, .stirred by the s|u*rit 
of' the time, or w-itii a dini’ co,nscioiisness of their new” 
hilie'ritaiice, the hearts ,of humble men in England were 
drawn:i townrrds the 'sea. The pers.ec.utions of the Catholic 
reaction brought ■ eager ■ recruits '' to the ranks of the 
.'.privateers,, and the younger' 'sons' of , the great West- 
, ' country . .faiiiilies, “—the Carew’s, . the . . ITorseys, ■ the Tre- 
Maynes,''arid the‘''Strangw'ays— supported. the cause of the 
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refomed religion in their ships, harassing coirirniinica" 
tions between Spain and the Low Countries. Such vrns 
the quickening spirit of the age, find such vrere tlie 
traditions ^nth which the Gilberts and Ealeiglis grew'. 
Their boyish games along the river reaches of Dart 
and Otter w'ere mimic vojaiges of discovery. Fiiniiliar 
from the cradle with boats and ships and tackle, the 
friendly sea had no terrors for the hardy lads, w'lio 
learned from "well-tried masters those early lessons of 
navigation wdiich boro their fruit in after-years. 

Anthony Wood, the antiquarian and historian of 
Oxford, wdio studied the college records little more 
than a century later, states that Ealeigh ^0300111116 a 
commoner of Oriel College in or about the year 1568, 
when his kinsman, 0. Champernoun, studied there.'' 
He adds that he resided for three years. The date of 
his matriculation only professes to be approximate, and 
it is more probable that he -went up at the age of 
fifteen in 1567, and remained there through the wdiole 
of 1568 and a part at least of the folio wung year, in 
wdiich he is kiiowui to have left Eiigland for France. 
Students in those da^^s did not wait for manhood to 
take up their residence at college; his son rnatrieulated 
at Corpus Christi at the age of fourteen, and Sidney, 
vfho must have been a contemporary at Oxford, "iras still 
in his fourteenth year wdieii he entered Christ Church, of 
wdiich college Fuller states that Ealeigh also became a 
member. Like Sidney he appears nei'er to have taken 
his degree, though, according to Wood, his natural prarts 
wore strangely advanced by academical learning, so that 
he became the ornament of the jiuiiors of his year, and 
attained proficiency in oratory and philosophy. His 
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ready wit was evkleiitlj an Oxford tradition, for Bacon 
includes in liis apotliegms a rebuff of Ealeigli's to a 
fellow-student, which was remembered with approval, 
tlioiigliits liiiiiioiir does not appear partieularly lurniiious 
to modern appreciation. His name is found in proximity 
to that of Ills kinsiiuiii Gliamperiioun, 'without the dis- 
tinguishing mark of the graduate, on a list of the 
niiembers of Oriel College of 1572, three .jmars after he 
had certainly left Oxford. This, hoiveyer, is in no waiy 
reinarkable, if Erdeigli and Champernoun irere called 
away from their studies to the field of battle before 
they had taken their degrees. They may ivell have 
kept their names upon the college books with a view to 
completing the university course upon their return. 

Hoiv welcome vroiild be a contemporary record of the 
social life and thought of our English universities during 
the, first two decades of tlie reign of Elizabeth 1 . Some- 
thing of the spirit and enthusiasm which stirred the 
soul of youth in tliose days of national expansion we 
may, indeed, conjecture, something also of the external 
inihienees which contributed to break down tlie narrcnv 
insularity of former yea.rs. Already foreign tr^ivel had 
become almost a fashion, and education v'as not un- 
frequently completed by a visit to the celebrated con- 
tinental universities, or the experiences of the grand 
tour. The artistic and speculative forces of the 
Eenaissance had penetrated into the dominant classes 
of England, moulding the tastes and habits of the 
rising generation, and developing a more complex type 
of character. A growing tendency' to luxury and 
magnificence attracted liither a number of southern 
artists and architects, and Italian culture began to cast 
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tliixt siron spoil ovor oui* nortlicni youtli WBicIi AscImiii 
deplored in an eloquent sermon. 

Among tlie iiterarj achie Yemen ts of , tlie first Jialf of 
tlie sixteenth century, two' books -exercised a pre-eminent 
influence over Abe generation with wliicK Ealeigli grew 
up. The first was tho, Pmidpe ■ of. Maccliiavelli, , wdth its 
cogent, sinister logic, its glorification of practical capacity, 
that virtu which by a strange substitution of language 
usurps the title of a moral quality, and its scathing 
contempt for simplicity and giiilelessness. The Principe 
was published in 1532, after the death of its author, 
and its teaching must have formed one of the principal 
subjects of discussion among the fellow -students of 
Raleigh, who often refers to it, though not with approval, 
ill the writings of his later years. The second book, the 
Coftegiano of Baldassare Castiglione, first printed in 1528, 
and translated into English by Thomas Hoby in 1561, 
ponrtrays the ideal gentleman of the Renaissance, and 
discusses the characteristics which should illustrate the 
perfect courtier. Courtier and gentleman were indeed 
in those days in Italy well-nigh synonymous terms, for 
there was hut little scope for culture, or opportunity for 
intellectual intercourse, outside the privileged atmo- 
sphere of court life, while at the same time the multi- 
plication of little courts produced a considerahla number 
of sucli intellectual centres. It is interestin g to eniinierate 
the various qualifications laid down in the CurtegkiDO, and 
to trace bow closely the personality of Raleigh, as 
presented to us in contemporary records, coincides with 
the ideal type of Castiglione. It is difficult to refrain 
from the conclusion that the discussions, so gracefully 
ascribed by the author to the refined court of Urlano, 
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where Beiiibo arid Bibbieiia exchange ideas' with the 
keen-witted wile of Giiid' ITbaklo ■ da MouteieltrOjJiad 
profoiiridly iimpi’esseci the precocious student of 'Oriel. : 

111 the first place the author lays 'down that- 'the 
typical gentlemaii must he welhbonit and' qiialified' for 
a fair start in the battle of life by the prestige of race. 
NoWj 110 sooiier had Ealeigh emerged from obscurity 
■ than he is found occupying himself with the records of ■ 
the; Herald'S College, and cmious . in ccdlecting from 
Devoiishhe antiquanhins faets for the establishment of 
his pedigree. ,His ambition of birth, and his anxiety to 
trace, his descent to the Plantageiiets, drew down upon 
Mm from, «Toiin Hooker a sermon 01.1 the obligations of 
nobility, in which he found it seasonable to remind his 
, younger relati've, that,, if it had fallen to his- lot to 
revive the fortunes of an ancient family, the Lord had 
only blessed him in order that he might he serviceable 
do, all men. Further, the ideal gentleman, must be, 
courageous in the field of battle, not merely skilful in 
the use of . weapons, but be should ■ excel ■ iir all manly 
exercises, while avoiding mere ostentation of athletic 
prowess. Ealeigh, udien still almost a ho}-', abandoned 
the university to pui'sue an education in arms, and, 
although a veil of obscurity hangs over the period of 
his training in the French wars, and Iiis possible brief 
period of sersice in the Ketherlands, he earlj^ proved 
himself to be a tried and experienced soldier in the 
Irish campaigns, where he performed feats 01 personal 
‘ valour which would in modern times have entitled him 

to the most coveted distinctions. In the brilliant scenes 
of the tilt-yard, which had at that period not jmt become 
extinct, he show^ed to conspicuous advantage. 
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Among tlie other eharacteristics of the fiiiislied courtier 
are grace in act and word, freedom and force in, speecli 
or writing, without ^ affectation or pedantry, a know- 
ledge of letters,' not to die used for vain display, but 
rather employed to illustrate conversation, the accuin- 
piishments of music and dancing, and a general acquaint- 
ance with the arts. He must be full of tact in approacli- 
ing the prince his master, and modest in tendering Mm 
advice, without ever sacrificing his own liberty of Jitclg- 
ment. He should be cautious in forming friendships, 
and admit but few to his intimacy. Even such practical 
considerations as a proper attention to the choice of 
clothes and the suitable equipment of retainers are dealt 
with in this curious treatise. It w^ould lie difficult in 
the whole history of English court life to point out any 
■well-knowm character who has so closely realised the 
ideal type of Goftegiano as Ealeigh, the fearless 
soldier, the magnificent Captain of the Guard, the 
accomplished man of the wmiid, the most incisive 
speaker in a hrilliant group of contemporaries. 

Not less enigmatical than the rest of his early history 
are the circumstances of his long residence in Fi’aiiec. It 
is expressly stated by Camden in the Annals that during 
the third civil war in that country, wffiich broke out in 
1568, Elizabeth, taking up the cause of the persecuted 
Protestants, supplied the Queen of Navarre with 
money and men, and permitted Plenry Champernoun, a 
relation by marriage of the Comte de Montgomerie, to 
carry a troop of gentlemen volunteers into France, 
amongst wffiom wais Walter Ealeigh, then a very young 
man. Now, Henry Champernoun w^as the son of John 
Champernoun, the eider brother of Sir Walter's mother. 



Her youngest brother, Sir Arthur Champernoiin, Vice- 
Admiral of the West, had a son Gawen, who afterwards 
married Montgomerie’s daughter, and certainly served 
somewiiat huer in the Huguenot w^ars. He niav have 
volunteered also on this occasion, and may e^'en be 
identical with the C. Champernoun of Wood and the 
Oriel register. His marriage had not taken place in 
1569, but Camden’s reference to relationship is not 
specific, and there ma.y have been a previous marriage 
connection between the Champernouns and Montgomerie, 
wdio took refuge in England after he had the misfortune 
to cause the death of his king by an unlucky stooke at 
a tournament. 

According to de Thou, Champernoun’s contingent 
arrived in the Huguenot camp on October 5th, 1569, 
therefore on the second day after the battle of Mon- 
contour. On the other hand, Raleigh, in his Hidory of 
the J'ForIf distinctly speaks of himself as having been 
an eye-witness of the retreat at Moncoutour under the 
Duke of Nassau. To reconcile these two statements wo 
must eithe]‘ assume that Ihileigh joined the Huguenot 
army before the rest of Champernoun’s troop, or that 
ho only personally experienced the latter part of the 
retreat, which is hardly consistent wdth the general 
teiiour of his observations on the su])jectH Some 
historians have inferred from another passage in his 
History that he had actually arrived in the beginning 
of the year, before the battle of Jarnac, which was fought 
on March 13th. There, in considering the evil effects 
of a division of the command between two associates 
with equal powers, he instances the case of Conde and 
^ Worhs (Oxford Ed.), vi. 211. 
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Coligny,’ and ..writes,, ‘a well reiiieiiiber that when the 
prince, was, slain, after the battle of Jarnac tie Protestants 
did greatly bewail his.loss; ” but lie goes on to say tliey 
comforted themselves with the recolleetioii tiiab Ins lasli- 
ness had often endangered the "solid advantages secured 
by his older and more cautious colleague. That Ealeigli 
should well remember and record the views exprcsseci 
during his service with the Huguenot arm}’ with reference 
to a recent -event, does not necessarily imply that he was 
himself present in person at the battle of Jarnac, 

His first experience of fighting was formed in a very 
rough school. The third civil war in France was, in 
reality, not a war of religion. The high standard wliich 
had marked the conduct of the liuguenots in their 
former campaigns was no longer maintained in this inter- 
necine struggle, and in the general demoralisation the 
combatants on either side were guilty of the most detest- 
able cruelties, as we know’ from the evidence of Agrippa 
d’Aubigh4 the soldier, politician, historian, a,iul poet, 
who was born in the same year as Kaleigh himself, and 
w^ho had joined the army of Conde, a twoh'emonth earlier. 
It is impossible to resist the assumption that these two 
men, whose lives and characters had so much in common, 
learned to know and appreciate one another tlien, and 
eagerly discussed by the camp-fire light, w- hen the brawder 
slept and the rattle of the dice was still, the promise and 
ambitions of the coming years. Bo, also, one is tempted 
to reflect how’', nearly half a century later, wdien in the 
decline of life the old Huguenot chief wais finishiiig 
his llistoire Universelle in exile at Geneva, the news 
that came from England may have turned the key of 
^ Worlcs, vi. lo7. 
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sleepiBg iiieniories, and carried Ills . thoughts back to 
' the yoiitlifiil comrade of liis first campaigB, ■. who, after, a 
career ' not . ^ less . rich in ' adventure' . than his . own, , had 
occupied ' the weary, years of captivity ' in c.o.mpiliiig. a 
Eidory of the Jrorld. But these are mere conjectures 
on lines over which' it is pleasant to linger. No letters 
of Ealeigii’s are extant belonging to the period of, his 
service in France, and beyond the notice in Camden and 
three references to this campmign in his own writings 
there is an entire dearth of biographical material. Nor 
have we any evidence as to his subsequent movements, 
when in August of the following year both parties, worn 
out with the desperate struggle, signed the peace of Si 
Germains. That he remained for some time in France, 
in fact that his sojourn there extended over a period of 
more than five years, is to be inferred from a dedication 
addressed to him by the younger Hakluyt, who bears 
witness that Sir Waiter’s residence in France had been 
longer than his own, which, as he elsewhere states, had 
covered five years. A legend, for which there appears 
to be no authority, has included him among the young 
Englishmen who, with Philip Sidney, took refuge in 
the house of the British ambassador, and thus saved 
their lives on the night of St, Bartholomew. Mont- 
gomerie, who had 'escaped to England, returned the 
following year, with a squadron equipped in the western 
counties under Champernoun, to La Eochelie, but was 
feompelled to retreat once more. The co-operation of 
the Champernoun s was now ostensibly, at any rate, dis- 
avowed by tlie Queen, whose tortuous policy towards 
the French Court and the Huguenots was at this period 
marked by bewildering inconsistency ; and when in 1574 
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Montgomerie was organising Ills last fatal expexiition 
from Jersey, the French ambassador in London reported 
that Elizabeth had taken measures to render the enter- 
prise abortiye. Whether or not Ealeigh was assoeiateil 
xvith these later attempts of the Huguenots to rerrieve 
their position in France must remain uncertain. The 
English sympathisers who joined them did so at their 
own risk and peril, and wxre studious to keep their own 
counsel. He appears, at any rate, to ha'\’‘e returned to 
England not long after the execution of hlontgomerie, 
which took place on June 26th, loT-i, and to hat'e taken 
up his residence in the Middle Temple. His name is 
found in a register of the mem]}ers kept since the 
beginning of the sixteenth century, entered as : Walter 
Eawley, late of Lyons Inn, Gent. Son of "Walter E. of 
Budleigh Oo. Devon Esq.” under the date of Fe1}ruary 
27th, 157|-. It seems probable, though it does not 
necessarily follow from his residence in the Temple, that 
he intended at this period to devote himself to the study 
of the law. That he, however, did not carry out Ins 
intention is recorded by himself in the protest which 
fell from his lips during his trial : If ever I read a 
word of the law or statute before I was a prisoner in 
the Tower, God confound me!” Prefacing a satirical 
volume of verse, The Steele Glass of Eobert Gascoigne, 
which was published in 1576, are some commendatory 
verses by “Walter Eawmly of the ]\Iiddle Temple.” 
They bear the impress of his style, and the conclud- 
ing lines have a suggestive prophetic application to 
their author : 

For , whose reaps success ahove tlie rest, 

With heaps of hate shall surely be (ipi)ressc(i. 
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Tlie doubts which have been expressed as to the 
identity of this Walter Eawely with the young soldier 
latety returned from the French wars can be scarcely 
maintained since the discoveiy of the entry in the 
Temple, register, and fuither .circumstantial ..evidence in ' 
favour of Ealeigli's 3‘elations with Gascoigne is afforded 
by his having afterwards appropriated the motto 
assumed by the latter, and printed under his portrait 
in this publication, Tam Marie qiuim Memirio. Gas- 
coigne himself, a soldier as well as a poet, had lately 
returned from the war in the Low Countries, where he 
had doubtless kiio^m the Gilberts, through whom he 
became acquainted with Ealeigh. 

Several contemporaries have alluded to Ealeigh’s 
services in the Eetherlands under Sir John Norris. 
There is nothing impossible in such a hypothesis, and 
the fact that Sir Humphrey Gilbert commanded a regi- 
ment tliere lends plausibility to the supposition. It 
can be shown that he was in England in December, 1577, 
as well as at some period previous to the publication of 
The Sieele Glas;^ in 1576. But there was ample time 
between tlio two dates for a young man of spirit to have 
won his spurs in the school of the Prince of Orange. It 
is, however, less probable that he witnessed, as another 
author has alleged, the famous battle of Eimenant, 
inasmuch as he wars undoubtedly in Devonshire early 
in 1578, and occupied in the latter part of that year 
with the equipment of Gilbert's first expedition of dis- 
covery, in wdiich his brother had offered him a commaiKl 
The expedition itself was a failure. Drake’s successful 
raids had made Philip suspicious. A tall ship wms lost in 
an encounter with the Spaniards, and Ealeigh himself 
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fought a critical action, in which his own vessel was 
sorely battered. He nevertheless held on lor a win e 
at sea, but was compelled to return in ii-u 9, 
exhausted his supplies, with nothing achieved. t v ..s 
the first great disappointment of a life rich m successes 
and reverses. From boyhood upwards he Lac oeea 
waiting for the day when he, too, might follow the 
track of the great adventurers into the new w'Oiiu 
promise, and now, when he returned undaunted bj 
failure, an attempt to reorganise the expedition was 
peremptorily checked by the Queen. Sir Humphrej 
and his brother were forbidden to embark, and an entij 
to this effect in the registers of the Privy Council marks 
the first appearance there of Pudeigh’s name, to which 
the complaints of the Spanish government had attracted 
attention. He had already, it ivould seem from an 
entry in the Middlesex registers of 1677, been intro- 
duced at Court, perhaps in the suite of the Earl of 
Leicester, with whom, it is clear from a letter which 
Raleigh addressed to him from Ireland in 1581, he haa 
at some previous period been intimate. 



CHAPTER II 


EALEIGH IN IRELAND 


The policy of Elizabeth in Ireland, alternating between 
extreme severity and premature forbearance, between 
spasmodic energy and parsimonious neglect, was one for 
which the most zealous enthusiast would find it difticult 
to suggest plausible justification, and the bloody annals 
of those glim years remain a “sullen page in human 
memories.” Her natural instincts were undoubtedly in 
favour of conciliation : her unstatesmanlike opportunism 
led only to disastrous failure. It is true that had the 
country been left to itself its fate would probably have 
been little better ; for while the other nations of western, 
Europe had made mighty strides in progress, and had 
long since realised the conception of national unity and 
individual evolution, independent of the tyranny of 


24 


SIR WALTER RALEIGH 


CHAP. 


accompanied by the indiscriminate slaughter of the 
follo^vers and families of a rival partisan. The bandits 
of the Burkes, the O’Neils, the Butlers, and the Geral- 
dines perpetuated a condition of anarchy which made 
true national sentiment impossible ; and the only bond 
of union was a common hatred for the conqueror and a, 
detestation of the new religion, fostered by as ignorant 
a clergy as ever maintained ascendenc}' over the super- 
stitions of a constitutionally emotional race, '^Gdiider 
the sun,” wrote Sir Philip Sidney, after careful personal 
observation, “there is not a nation that live more 
tyraimously than they do one over the other,” 

The value set on human life varies with social and 
geographical conditions. We need not go to the wilds 
of Central Africa to establish an extreme case. Nearer 
home, in portions of the Turkish empire, the low appre- 
ciation of life and relative measure of indignation which 
its violent extinction evokes can with difficulty bo 
realised by the imaginative faculty of those who d'V'ell 
among the ordered societies of the West, where an act 
of violence committed in the immediate neighbourhood 
produces a shudder of repugnance and resentment. In 
order to arrive at an unbiassed judgment of the actions 
of prominent men in other centuries we must endeavour 
to reconstitute the conditions and the standards which 
formed their moral environment, and turn back the 
wheel of evolution. Much that is accepted in our own 
moral standard of to-day, ideals which we still uphold 
and actions which we set down to righteousness in con- 
temporaries, will perhaps he incomprehensible to the 
mind of after generations, who will be astonished at our 
selfishness and hardness, of heart. Such reflections 
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caimot of course palliate the ® horror of the nicthods 
employed in repressing the revolt of the Desnioiicls. 
But it is necessaiy to hear in mind the barbarous a,nd 
rtbject condition of the local population, the intolerance 
bred of religious antagonisms, and to take into account 
the attitude of earlier ages towards rebellion in general, 
in order to understand for a moment how the treacherous 
slaughter of the O'Xeils and the ghastly massacre of 
Eathlyn could have been the handiworlc of a man so 
cherished and esteemed by contemporaries as Walter 
Devereux, Earl of Essex, who on his death-bed deplored 
the irreligion of his own countrymen, and only regretted 
that his thoughts had been too much with his sovereign 
and too little with his God. In the uncompromising 
West-country squires of the type of Warham St. Leger 
and Humphrey Gilbert, God-fearing and simple-hearted 
men in their ordinary relations of life, there could 
be no glimmer of sympathy for the wild cattle-lifter of 
an earlier stage in human development. To them the 
rhymer that celebrated, the harlot that recompensed, 
and tlie priest tliat gave absolution to the heroes of 
lawless brigandage, were only so much scum to be swept 
off the face of the earth. Even so honourable and Iiigh 
principled a man as Sir Henry Sidney, 'who, accompanied 
by his illustrious son, took up the thankless charge of 
Deputy in Ireland in 1575, with all his desire for 
tolerance and conciliation, only succeeded in the tem- 
porary preservation of order by as liberal a use of the 
rope and gallows as his predecessors had employed, and 
Sir Philip defended him vigorously against the charge 
of over-se’^'-erity. Drury, Malby, Grey de Wilton alike 
found all ordinary methods of goyernment unavailing. 
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Ormonde, as an Irishman himself, had some sympathjr 
for his own countrymen, and at least considered them 
human beings, so long as they did not belong to the 
accursed race of Fitzgerald ; and yet lie, in his spring 
campaign of 1580, put to death forty-six captains, eight 
hundred notorious traitors, and upwards of four thousand 
other nameless folk. 

The moving spirit of the Desmond rebellion was the 
Jesuit, -Dr. Nicholas Sanders, the evil genius of Ireland 
at this crisis. For years he had been preaching a 
Catholic crusade against England, wliich he sought to 
stimulate by the collection and circulation of every 
libellous story which malignity could invent. More 
successful at Eome than at Madrid, where pacific counsels 
were in the ascendant, he obtained from Gregoiy his 
own nomination as Legate to Ireland, a consecrated 
banner to serve as the oritiamme of the Catholic cause, 
and the appointment of a papal general in Sir James 
Fitzmaurice, who had already distinguished himself by a 
massacre of English settlers. In July, 1579, Sanders and 
Fitzmaurice landed with a small company of friars, 
English refugees, and Spanish or Italian adventurers at 
Dingle, where they proceeded to build a fort In view 
of subsequent events and the charges brought against 
Raleigh for his connection with the affair at Smerwick, 
in which he played only a subordinate part, it is w'ell 
to remember the first proceedings of Sanders and Ins 
mercenaries, for which that massacre was to some extent 
a retaliation. They had fallen in with a Bristol trader 
off the Land’s End and had thrown the captain and crew 
into the sea. The crew oi another English barque they 
carried off as prisoner^ or hostages, and these -were put 
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to death by the Desmonds after the crushing defeat of 
Fitziiiaiirice. They now summoned the Earl of Desmond 
iiiiiiself to Join the holy war. . .The.. Earl wavered,, but 
his brother ’ John, . to precipitate a, crisis and involve the 
whole race of CTeraldine . in the ... quarrel, treacherously 
murdered in ' cold blood two English officers, Davell and 
Carter,' who, with, . a ' few' servants only, had gone ' to 
Tralee to gain information as to what was on foot. The 
rising of the C-eraldines in force threw the Burkes into 
the opposing scale, and with their assistance Sir Kicholas 
Mai by defeated Fitzmaurice in the woods of Limerick. 
The papal general himself lost his life, and the con- 
secrated banner fell into the hands of the victors. It 
was then that the Desmonds retaliated by the murder 
of the prisoners at Dingle. In spite of this defeat the 
rebellion gathered strength, and the Earl, who still 
hesitated to take up arms, shut himself up with 
Sanders and his brothers in his castle at Askeaton, 
wdxence he sa’w the tow*n and the abbey burned to the 
ground by Malby’s troopers. Thereupon he took the 
field in person and broke into the English town of 
Yoiighal, which he abandoned to his kernes to pluiider. 
The wdves and daughters of the English merchants 
w^ere savagely violated, and every man "who had not 
escaped was put to the sword. On either side the 
wildest passions were aroused, and the most horrible 
atrocities were now to be anticipated. Early in 1 580 
Lord Ormonde came over with a commission as military 
governor of Munster and orders to prosecute the 
G-eraldines, the hereditary foes of his house, to the death. 
Two armies, one under Ormonde, the other commanded 
by Sir William Pelham, marched through the rebel 
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countries, killing man, ’vyoman, and child, and burning 
their miserable cabins to the gTOund, while Sir illiain 
Wynter entered the Shannon with a fleet whicl^ remained 
to watch the coast. ’The fortress of Carrigafoyle, in 
which Sanders had established his mercenaries, was 
battered to the ground by the ordnance of the sliips, 
and its garrison annihilated. Desmond in panic deserted 
his stronghold at Askeaton, and with Sanders took refuge 
in his island castle in Kerry, wdiere they once more 
narrowdy escaped capture. For a Inief moment the 
strength of the rebellion seemed broken ; but the lull 
\yas only a temporary one. The Barons of the Pale 
were seething with discontent, and lamenting that they 
had not availed themselves of the opportunity to rise 
with the Desmonds. The desire for an alliance with 
Spain, the protector of the Churcli, became a last 
passionate hope. Kews of the exploits of Drake on the 
Pacific shores during his great voyage had slowdy filtered 
home, and the damning confirmations of his privateering 
triumphs had aroused a storm of indignation among 
the Spaniards, wdiose patience was now thoroughly ex- 
hausted. If the Queen could not control her free-lances, 
why should Philip hesitate ? An expedition for a descent 
on Ireland had long been privately preparing at Oonmna, 
and a favourable opportunity for action presented itself 
when Wynter, short of provisions, wnth ships too foul 
to hold the sea, withdrew^ to England, believing the 
insurrection crushed. Eight hundred Spaniards and 
Italians, bringing with them stores, arms, and ecpiip- 
meiit for some four thous^ind more, landed during his 
absence on the Irish coast and occupied Dingle and 
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It would a.ppear that' Ealeigii’s service in Ireland 
began under Lord Justice Pelham. What are known as 
the Ibileigli reckonings, a statement of accounts for the 
little force which lie commanded, date from July 13th, 
1580. His appointment to command ■ a '^Hoot-baiid ” of 
one Imndred men, to vdiich he added later a small com- 
plement. of horse, may have been procured throiigli the 
interest with the Queen of his relative i^Irs. Katherine 
Ashley, or through Sir Humphrey Gilbert, his half- 
brother, who had served in Ireland and stood in favour 
at Court. liis emoluments were not magnificent ; four 
shillings a clay for himself, two for his lieutenant, and 
eightpence a day for each soldier appear from the 
reckonings to have been the scale of payment allowed. 
Soon after his arrival he sat on a joint commission with 
Sir Warliam St. Leger (“ Sir Warram ’’ of the Ealeigli 
letters, now Provost Marshal of Munster,) for the trial 
of the rebel James Desmond, brother of the Earl who 
had fallen into the hands of the Sheriff of Cork. The 
Shoilifs own conduct had not been above suspicion, and 
in his anxiety to propitiate the authorities he betrayed 
Sir James, who was executed forthwith. Pelham was 
relieved in August, 1580, by Lord Grey de Wilton, who 
brought over six or seven hundred fresh troops. His 
fi,rst operations were unsuccessful, and young Sir Peter 
Carew, a relative of Ealeigb, with some three hundred 
men, lost his life in an ambush. In spite of this 
reverse Ijord Grey determined to take the risk of at- 
tacking the foreign invaders at Smerwick with all his 
available forces. He was accompanied by. Ealeigh and 
Edniimd Spenser, who wevQ here first thrown together. 
Sir William Wynter had received orders to return with 
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the fleet, and after manj delays from, contrary wiacls 
he arrived early in November. ■ Lord Grey had reached 
Dingle a fortnight earlier. Upon the arrival ^ the 
fleet trenches were dug, siege operations were set in 
train, and the fortress was heavily bonibardecl Accord- 
ing to Hooker, who gives a fuih accoiiiit of the siege 
in his continuation of Holiinslied, two ofiers made to 
the garrison to yield to mercy were refused, and the 
assault continued. The officer in command of the 
foreign troops, a certain Don Sebastian, accompanied by 
an Italian soldier of fortune, then held a parley with 
the Lord-Deputy under a flag of truce, offering to sur- 
render on terms. They confessed that they held no 
commission, but the Italian stated that they were sent 
by the Pope for the defence of the Catholic faith. Lord 
Grey, as it appears from his official despatch, which is 
confirmed in the account given by Spenser of this affair, 
refused any terms but unconditional surrender, and 
declined to entertain even a ‘‘surcease of arrms.^’ He 
at length, however, consented to leave the garrison in 
the fort through the night until the following morning, 
when Don Sebastian imdertoolv to yield it up, handing 
over hostages in the meantime. When morning 1')roke 
the Lord -Deputy presented his companies in battle 
order before the fort, and the garrison -with trailing 
banners made sign of submission. “ Then,'’’ he wrote in 
his report to the Queen, “ I put in certain bauds, who 
straight fell to execution — there were six hundred slain.” 
The officers only, to the number of twenty, were reserved 
for ransom. Hooker states that Captains Ealeigh and 
Macworth entered the castle and made a great slaughter. 
The Lord -Deputy does not mention Raleiglds name. 
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Yicc “ Adiiiiral Biiigiiani attributes the massacre to a 
niuiiber of marines and soldiers who “fell to ■ revelling 
and spoiling^ and withal to killing.” The evidence, 
however, of Lord Grej’^s despatch, corroborated by the 
testimony of Spenser, is coiiGlusiye that the massacre of 
the ])]’isoiiers was deliberate. There does not appear to 
have been tiny hesitation on Iiis part as to the course to 
be pursued, nor does lie make any attempt to conceal 
the facts. The garrison, uncominissioned soldiers from 
Spain and ruffians discharged from the papal prisons, 
were deliberately invading a foreign country in league 
with rebels in open insurrection. To such, according to 
the standards of the day, no mercy was due. 2 Iore- 
over a stern lesson was needed, for these foreign troops 
"were only the advanced guard of a more formidable 
invasion. They were consequent^ regarded and treated 
as bandits. Ealeigh himself, if the additional informa- 
tion given by Hooker be accepted as true (and it must 
be remembered that he puts it down to his credit), 
played only a subordinate part, and obeyed the orders 
which he received. It is neverthedess matter for regret 
that his name has lieen associated with a deed of blood 
which has remained a sinister memory in the traditions 
of the Irish people. English writers, from Bacon down- 
wards, have generally represented the Queen as having 
shown displeasure at the strenuous action of the Lord- 
Deputy. But a letter which she addressed to him in 
acknowledgment of his despatch, x-eporting the capture 
of Binerwick, makes it apparent that it was the under- 
taking given to spare the lives of the officers, and not the 
massacre 01 the rank and file, which incurred her criti- 
cism, “ In tins late enterprise,” she wrote, “ performed 
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hy you so greatly to our liking, we could liave wislied 
that the principal persons of the said invaders to whom 
you have promised grace, which we will see p>erioriri.etL 
had been reserved for us, to have extended towards 
them either justice or mercy, as to us should have tseeii 
founxl best, for that it seemeth to us most agreeable to 
reason that a principal should receive pimislnnerit before 
an accessory.” 

Ealeigh and his company took up winter quarters 
at Cork, and while there he received a commission from 
the Lord-Deputy to take order with the notorious rebel 
David, Lord Barry, whose dangerous influence as a leader 
of revolt he had himself brought to Lord Grey’s know- 
ledge. The expedition was rendered abortive by the deter- 
mined action of Barry himself, who burned his house to 
the ground and laid the country round it waste ; but on 
his return journey to Cork an adventure befel the young 
captain which tried his mettle and enabled him to give 
proof of conspicuous gallantry. Between Youghal and 
Cork was a ford in the Balinacurra. Here there lay in 
ambush, waiting for his passage, a certain Fitz-Edmuiids, a 
rebel ofBarry^s faction, knowm astheSenesbal of Imokellj, 
with numerous horsemen and footmen. His little escort 
of six men -were lagging behind, and Ealeigh reached 
the river’s edge accompanied only by an Irish guide, 
when suddenly the wdiole company of Fitz-Edmunds 
sprang from their hiding and held the ford. He cut his 
way through and had crossed in safety to the other side, 
when he became aware that one of his followers was 
unhorsed in the middle of the stream and crying to him 
for help. Dashing back into the river he brought the 
man sate to land, and then with his pistol cocked stood 
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firm on the opposite bank,- .waiting fox- . the rest of . his 
party to come up The Seneshal, seeing other troopers 
advancing in his rear, made ofi* in haste, althoiigli Iris 
force numbered nearly twenty to one. This exploit led 
to a curious seciuel not long afterwards. At a parley 
hold with the rebels Fitz-Edmunds proclaimed his cvrn 
martial achievements in such a braggart man nei’, not- 
withstanding that Ealeigh had openly taxed him with 
cowardice, that Ormonde, the Governor of Munster, 
challenged him, together with Sir John Desmond and 
any other four he chose to name, to meet himself, 
Captain Eaieigli, and four others at the selfsame spot. 
There his lordship undertook that he and his com- 
panions Avoiild cross the river in the others' despite and 
determine the point of honour in battle, two to two, 
four to four, or six to six. It was a chivalrous proposal 
and one after Ealeigh’s own heart ; but no answer was 
returned to the challenge, which was a second time- 
repeated in vain. 

This was not by any means his only passage-of-arms 
with Barry's men, or with the Seneshal, whom he 
cleverly oiit-manceuvred in his adventurous expedition 
to Bally to seize the person of Lord Eoclie and bring 
him before Ormonde at Cork. The conduct uf Lord 
Eoche had afforded considei^able suspicion of disloyalty, 
and some information as to his possible arrest had 
e%idently got alxroad, for the Barrys and the Seneshal 
were out, waiting once more in ambuscade to intercept 
any force on the road to Bally. Ealeigh, by an un- 
expected night -march, reached Lord Eoclie's seat at 
daybreak with his company of foot and a few horsemen ; 
there, however, he found five hundred of the townsmen 
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up in arms to oppose Ms progress. He disposed his 
little force so as to hold these in check and occupy their 
attention without provokiiigi a coniiict, wdiilo he pro- 
ceeded with half-a-dozen men to the castle, leaving 
orders for a second party to follow. He was adinitteci 
to parley with Lord Eoche on condition that he would 
dismiss half of his followers. By some derice, however, 
all six got safely within the castle ward, and while he 
held the master of the house in converse they admitted 
the second detachment which had followed, so that 
the gate and the gate-house remained in possession ol 
his redoubtable footmen. Lord Eoche, with true Irish 
hospitality, invited the intruder to share his table, and 
Ealeigh then explained his business and submitted his 
commission to his host, who, with the best grace he 
could assume, agreed of his own free will to accompany 
an envoy who had so obviously the means of compelling 
him. Ealeigh ingeniously persuaded him to select an 
escort from the town-guard for their protection on the 
way to Cork, and Lady Eoche prepared for a nocturnal 
ride. It was a wild dark night and the road lay through 
a dangerous country, admirably suited for surprises and 
ambuscades. The presence of the town -guard from 
Bally had, however, perhaps become known to the 
Seneshals men, who feared they might not he able to 
distiiiguisli friend from foe ; or it may be that Ealeigh 
avoided the main highway where the Barrys w^ere 
assembled. In any case he succeeded in bringing his 
prisoners safely to Cork, with the loss of only one man, 
who died of exhaustion on the march. Lord Eoche, it 
should be added, was able to clear himself of all the 
charges which had been alleged against him, and proved 
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liiiiiself a loyal subject of the Queen, ' in whose service 
three of his sons afterwards lost their lives. 

. In .the ' spring of ; 1581 Lord .Ormonde,' whose 'ad- 
ministration IMeigh had unmercifully ..criticised ' in liis 
letters to Walsingham'' and . .Grey, retired from the 
government of 'Munster, which was temporarily placed 
in commission and entrusted to Sir William Morgan, 
Captain Piers, and Ealeigh himself, who continued the 
work of pacification with energy until August when a 
new Governor was appointed in Captain John Zouch. 
The riitliless vigour of his administration was so far 
successful, that occasion arose to reduce the English 
garrison and pay off Ealeigh^s company. The latter had 
already expressed his anxiety to leave Ireland in a letter 
written from Lismore to Leicester, in which he declares 
his readiness “ to dare as much ” in the Earl’s service as 
any man he might command. He, therefore, no doubt 
welcomed the opportunity which was afforded him of 
returning to England in December in charge of Lord 
Grey’s despatches, for. which duty he received a sum of 
;^20. It is probable that the period of his active 
service in Ireland closed at this time, for in the follow- 
ing February an order was sent by the Council to the 
Lord-Treasurer requiring him to pay ^200 to Edmund 
Denny and Walter Ealeigli upon the entertainment 
due to them in Ireland, wdiich payment was to be 
notified to the Treasurer at the wars, and by him 
deducted from the entertainment due to them in his 
account, l^evertheless, in April, 1582, he received a 
new Irish appointment as captain of a band of footmen 
in succession to Captain Appesley, under a warrant 
from the Queen, in which it is stated that "‘Our 


36 


SII^ WALTER RALEIGIL 


CHAP, 'll 


pleasure is to have our servant Walter Eawley trained 
some time longer in that Our realm for his better 
experience in martial affaii*s.” Ho was at the same time 
by the terms of his w'arrant excused from proceeding 
immediately to his post, and allowed to leave the hand 
or regiment of footmen in charge of such lieutenant as 
he should depute. It would appear, however, that the 
appointment was never officially notified to the Lord- 
Deputy, who, when he heard it rumoured, expressed his 
disapproval in unequivocal terms. He had had in the 
meantime good reason to suspect that Ealeigh had 
furnished the Lord-Treasurer with material arguments 
for criticising his administration in Ireland. 


CHAPTEE III 

INTEOPUCTION TO COI/RTj RISE, AND CHARACTEE 
OP RALEIGH 

1581 

The arrival of Ealeigh in charge of Lord Grey’s 
despatches, and the lirst-hand evidence he was able to 
give as to the position of affairs in Ireland would alone 
have sufficed to attract the attention of the Coui't to a 
young soldier who had won a reputation for gallantry 
during hi*s service in Munster, and had already attracted 
the notice of Walsingham by his vigorous and outspoken 
correspondence. It may be that he was indebted to 
Leicester, whom, he accompanied, two months later, un a 
mission to the Netherlands, for a special recommendation 
to the notice of a Queen ever ready to welcome and 
advance young gentlemen of good parts and pleasant 
exterior. It is equally possible, as other biographers 
have maintained, that the Earl of Sussex, now' LeicevSter’s 
most formidable rival, had taken him under protection, 
with the intention of securing a promising recruit to his 
faction. ,Biit Ealeigh himself was not without interest 
at Court, and it is more natural to assume that his 
present favourable reception, as well as his original 
nomination to a captaincy of infantry, was due to his 
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family connection mtli the influential %yif6 of Henry 
Ashley, a former favourite of Anne Boleyn, who sat in 
Parliament for the county of Dorset, and had received 
the honour of knighthood at the coronation of Queen 
Mary. Katherine Ashley, who had acted as go%’'erness 
to Elizabeth, remained in her service as Woman of the 
Bedchamber, and long exercised a ];)ower£ul iiifluence 
over the mind of her royal mistress. A daughter of 
Sir John Basset of Uniherleigh, she claimed as great- 
grandfather on the mother^s side Otho Gilbert of 
Compton, whose grandson, Sir Otho Gilbert, was the 
first husband of Raleigh’s mother and father of his lialf- 
hrothers John, Humphrey, and Adrian. The families of 
Raleigh, Cliampernoun, GrcnAuile, and Gilbert Avere 
intimately connected by frequent intermarriage, and 
the clannish feeling which in those days subsisted 
betAA^een the prominent houses of Devon and CornAA^all 
Avas sure to enlist for the young Gilberts and Raleighs 
the protection of a relatKe Avho had constant access to 
the Queen. She Avas in all probability responsible for 
the first employment of Sir Hiimphrej^ Gilbert, AA’hose 
brilliant justification of her patronage had already 
brought him into prominent notice. 

Another account of the circumstances AAdiich con- 
tributed to his first success at Court, placed on record 
])y Sir Robert Naimton, a contemporary, if considerably 
his junior, must not be passed over AAitliout mention, 
though it can scarcely be accepted as accurate in the 
form in Aviiich he has presented it. He states that 
Raleigh, upon his return from Ireland, ^Yas siiminoiied 
to appear before the Queen and Council to ansAver 
interrogations respecting a dispute Avliich had arisen 
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between' liimself an,d Grey, and that his bearing and 
eloquence on that occasion first attracted the favourable 
notice , of Her Majesty. ■ Naunton is, however, .particular 
to, mention that both: Grey and .Ealeigh were drawn to 
the Council ' table, whereas it is demonstrable that . the 
Lord -Deputy did not return to England until August, 

: 1582, , long before winch' date Ealeigh had received 
signal proofs of royal favour. The Council records, 
moreoveiv contain no reference to such an aftair. At 
the same time there is undoubtedly some foundation 
for the story told by Naimton, and it is evident that 
Ealeigh had on his return made his views on the 
situation in Ireland known to Burghley, and through 
the Lord -Treasurer’s influence obtained the ear of 
the Queen. For already in January, 1582, the Lord- 
Deputy wrote to Burghley that he had ‘Gately received 
advertisement of a plot delivered by Captain Eawdey 
unto Her Majesty for the lessening of her charges in 
the province of Munster, and the disposing of her 
garrisons according to the same ” ; and he put forward 
a plea for the favourable consideration of his own 
judgments, formed in accordance with the best advice 
available, rather than of the advice of JHhose, which 
upon no ground but seeming fancies, and affecting credit 
with profit, frame plots upon impossibilities, for others 
to execute.” That the captain’s opinions secured a 
favourable hearing is evident from a memorandum, 
dated October 25th, 1582, written partly in Burghley ’s 
and partly in Ealeigh’s own hand, entitled— ofmion 
of Mi\ Rawley uTon motions mad^ Mm for the means 
of subduing the Rebellion in Munster^r----m which he strongly 
urges the policy of winning over the smaller Irish 
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ehieftaiiis. How unwelcome were these views, and the 
attention which they received, to the Lord-Deputy, is 
clear from the manner in which he commented on tlie 
news that Raleigh had been appointed to succeed to a 
command in Ireland vacated by Captain Appesley. 
“For mine oivn part,” he wrote to Walsingham, “I 
must be plain ; I neither like his carriage nor his 
company ; and therefore, other ’M:han by direction and 
commandment, and what his right can require, he is 
not to expect at my hands.” 

That Mistress Katherine Ashley should have bespoken 
the Queen's favour for her relative, and that a bold 
expression of opinion on the burning Irish problem, 
involving criticism of superior officers which he succeeded 
in justifying, should have afforded convincing proof of 
his ability is probable enough, and it is not necessarily 
inconsistent with the famous story of his first intro- 
duction to the Queen, which has been contemptuously 
dismissed by recent biographers, apparently because it 
has no better authority than that of Fuller, who re- 
corded in his JForthies a popular tradition of one whose 
tragic end must have made a deep impression on his 
own early years. The account of Raleigh’s chaiice 
meeting with the Queen as she was walking abroad and 
of the chivalrous service wffiich he rendered, is best told 
in Fuller’s own words : — “Her Majesty meeting with a 
plashy place made some scruple to go on ; when Raleigh 
(dressed in the gay and genteel habit of those times) 
presently cast off and spread his new plush cloak on the 
ground, wdiereon the Queen trod gently over, renvarding 
him afterwards with , many suits for his so free and 
seasonable tender of so fair a foot- cloth. Thus an 
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/adwitageoiis: admission into, the' notice of a. prince is 
..niore;.,tliaii ' half a degree to preferment/’^ The, iBcident 
had its sequel when Ealeigh, now welcomed at (Joiirt, 
scratched with a diamond on a window, where they 
could not escape the royal eye, the words : 

Fain would I climb, yet fear to fall. 

To which the Queen • in due course engraved the re- 
joinder : 

If thy heart fail thee, climb not at all, 

Ealeigh’s employment on occasions of State for con- 
fidential personal service began at any rate immediately 
after his return from Ireland. The Duke of Anjou, 
who was now an apparently prosperous suitor for the 
hand of the Queen, arrived in England in November. 
The preliminaiy negotiations had been skilfully conducted 
by his agent Simier ; but the envoy had inevitably 
incurred the jeaToiisy of Leicester, vdio, although now 
privately married to the widow of the Earl of Essex, 
resented his advocacy of a rival in the Queen’s aflections, 
if indeed Simiei’ had not actively provoked Ins anger by 
disclosing the secret of his marriage. On the arrival 
of his master in person the agent returned to France, 
presumably in the month of December, and Ealeigh 
was selected as one of his escort. If Camden is to be 
believed, Simier stood in need of protection, for he 
speaks of bravos hired by the Earl to assassinate the 
ambassador. In an anonymous contemporary publica- 
tion it is stated that Flushing pirates w^ere suborned to 
sink the boat which conveyed him \ and that, although 
this plot miscarried, the English gentlemen of his escort 
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were held in chase for four hours on their return joLiriie}'; 
from the French coast, “ as Master Ealeigh well hnoweth, 
being there present.” 

In the' foilowing.'February Anjou ; left ' England 'for 
Antwerp ' to , assume ■ the gOFeriiment of ■ the . tTiiited. 
Provinces as ■■ Duke"' '■of -Brabant : , ,,Tlie , Qiie'eii , lierself, 
acconipanied him ■ to ■ Dover, and Leicester, ■ with a 
magnificent train . ivhich included the Lord High' 
Admiral and, Philip Sidney, .was deputed to introduce 
him to, the, allied ■'government , Ealeigh was iio.w 
attached to. the- suite ■of Leicester,, , .whose intrigues 
against the 'French princess envoy he had been. recently 
employed to counter. He alludes in his essay on the 
InimUon of Shipping to - this visit to the Netherlands, 
where he remained' behind after the special .mission, had 
returned, and held converse with the Prince of Orange, 

. w.ho' d,elivered into ...his hands . letters for 'the Queen, 
and hade him say to her ^^Suh iimhni alvru'ui tuafum, 
proiegmmrf a message for her privace ear, irliidi would 
afford him an opportunity lie was not tlie naan to 
■ neglect Then followed his appointm eii t to the comm a n d 
of Ociptiin Appesley's bam, wliich has aireaxly been 
referred a special dispensation to remain for 

the present aPCourt, where bis advice wms found ikSeful 
while liis perso^g>i,, ,^ rtctions and his reac\y wit soon 
made his position assui^d. 

Elizabeth was now approaching that critical period 
in the life of a womanwhen the desire which she still 
retains of attracting is intensified by prophetic misgiv- 
ing as to the enduranro of her powers to please. It 
gratified her intense personal vanity to believe that she 
could still exercise as a mistress a hold over the 
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atTections of those gallants whose interest it was to pay 
court to her as a queen. So miicli may at least be said 
rndthoiit transgressing an injunction which has become 
proverbial, in -which shajoe its formulation is not with- 
out significance. This -weakness the handsome jouiig 
.Devonshire ' squire, inordinately ambitious and ..'un- 
usually observant, wus not slow' to discover and turn to 
account. His own utterances on the subject of his 
relations to the Queen are eminently discreet, — for the 
hyperbolical diction of his letter to Sir 
written from the Tower when he was outjg ^ our in 
15 92,. is obviously a mere assumption of th"^ "^iceit and 
. affectation of the day. If so grave a critic as Bacon 
could find it excusable in the Queen that she suffered 
herself to be caressed, and celebrated and extolled with 
the name of love, and wished it and continued it 
beyond the suitability of her age, because “^gratifica- 
tions of this sort did not much hurt her reputation and 
not at all her majesty, the voice of scandal was never- 
theless by no means silent at the time in its rehections 
on the English Cleopatra ’’ and the man who pleased 
her too -well. It is recorded, moreover, that the 
comedian Taiieton was forbidden the royal p'l'esence 
for some too free utterance respecting the position and 
influence of the new favourite. 

The manly l)earing and cultured address of the 
young soldier, who first appeared on the scene during 
the visit of the latest suitor for the Queen’s hand, 
offered a striking contrast to the ill-favoured and empty- 
headed Anjou, wdiose pretensions -were not long after- 
wards finally rejected. His portraits, of which not a 
few have, been preserved, fully bear out the evidence of 
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eaii}^ authorities as to his personal appearance. He 
was tall, about six feet in height, well compacted and 
proportioned, with strong regular features. His darlv 
hair and heard were in early life thick and curly, his 
eyes blue, the forehead high, the mouth resolute, wliiie 
the whole expression of his face betokened self-reliance 
and a certain assurance. Aubrey, who wrote more than 
fifty years after his death, but who recorded a lining 
memory, -"Speaks of him as “sore eyedidded,'’ but his 
inf or, '^j[^-“was probably based on the recollection of 
those r had only seen him after long confinement 
in the Tower and yeans incessantly occupied in study. 
Elsewhere he says of him, “He was a tall handsome 
and bold man, but his naeve was that he was damn- 
able proud”; and again, “He had an awfiilness and 
ascendency in his aspect oyer other mortals.” Obedient 
to the precepts of Oastiglione, he expended no small 
proportion of his then slender means on the sumptuous 
apparel which was the fashion of the day at Court ; 
and as early as 1583 we find in the Middlesex register 
the record of a certain Pewe, who w^as tried for the 
theft of a jewel worth X80, and a hat-l)and of pearls, 
the property of Walter Ealeigh, The extraa-agance of 
his taste in armour, dress, and jewellery is attested by 
the piortraits painted at the period when he was at the 
height of his prosperity ; but the aforesaid chronicler 
of curious detail has also recorded a gossip of old 
servants to the effect that the real pearls ^vere not 
so big as painted ones. The broad Devonshire 
dialect, fromyvhich he never quite emancipated hh 
speech, amused the Queen, who from the first delighted 
in his conversation and regarded him as a kind of 
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"oracle;, for .tlie young., courtier, wliose , adven.tiirous 
experiences in. tlie Huguenot wars , and conspicuous 
gallantry in Ireland had attracted jealous attentioii, Irad 
ideas of his own which he expressed with epigrammatic 
ineisiveness. Such characteristics appealed inevitalrly to 
Elizabeth, who dearly loved a proper man. Translated 
into the terms of poetry, the romance of Belplimhe 
and Timias in the Facnj Queen is admitted by the 
author himself to describe in the language of allegory 
the fortunes of his friend. Without pursuing so 
delicate a subject to unnecessary lengths, it may safely 
be asserted that the extraordinary rapidit}?- of Ealeigli’s 
advancement in royal favour could scarcely be accounted 
for without due allowance for a strong personal 
attraction, such as he was by no means the first to 
exercise upon a sovereign fully conscious and perhaps 
unduly proud of those physical charms to which con- 
temporaries have borne witness. 

If there is no record of any definite appointment to 
office, or of any special privilege accorded to Ihileigh 
earlier than in March, 1584, it may nevertheless be 
assumed that he immediately received and continued to 
enjoy exceptional proof of royal patronage. For, -when 
in the early months of 1583 Sir Humphrey C4ilbert was 
organising his fatal expedition, he was able to adventure 
£2000, and to contribute the famous ilrlc Baleiffh of two 
hundred tons burden, which afterwards became the flag- 
ship of the Lord High Admiral in the great fight with the 
Armada. There is indeed mention, in a letter addressed 
by Ealeigh to the Solicitor-General in April, 1583, of 
two leases granted to the Queen by All Souls' College 
at Oxford, and transferred to him as beneficiary, which 
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leases lie promptly- disposed of,, no doubt . on favourable 
terms. In March, 1584,' he was granted a very 
remunerative license to export woollen broadcloth, aiicl 
this license was periodically renewed and ■ extended in 
subsequent years, conditipnally upon the payment of a 
rent to the Crown. . About the same time the patent 
for the colonisation of remote heathen lands not actually 
possessed by any Christian prince, hitherto held by his 
illustrious half-brother, was transferred to Ilaleigli, and, 
perhaps in order to assist him in meeting the great 
expenditure which its execution would entail, the Queen 
further granted him a patent for licensing the sale of 
wine, which entitled him to receive a fee from every 
vintner throughout the kingdom. These rights he 
underlet to a certain Richard Browne for a term of 
seven years for an annual payment of .:£70C), and before 
that term had expired, realising that his lessee was 
receiving an undue share of the profits, he induced the 
Queen to revoke the old patent and grant him a new 
one for a term of thirty-one yeai\s. This profitable 
monopoly, however, led him into disputes, and bis rights 
were contested by the University of Cambridge, whose 
chancellor finally established, to the satisfaction of tlie 
Lord-Treasurer, a claim to regulate the sale of wines 
■within the radius of University jurisdiction. Nor were 
his difierences with the lessee Browne satisfactorily 
terminated by the revocation and reissue of the patent, 
as appears from the recurrence of suits befoin the Privy 
Council The maximum of revenue which he eventually 
received from this source was about £1200 a year. 

A suitable residence in town was also found for him 
by the surrender for his use of the greater portion of 
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Durliam Place, the London palace of the Bishop, which 
the ' Crown had appropriated. . The palace was a, 

' castellated huildiiig wdth turrets opening on the iiveiv 
■occupying the extensive Adelphi 'area to, .the west of' 
the Savoy estate upon wdiich stood the house of the 
Bishop of Carlisle. The river hank heyond the actual 
city boundaries in the direction of Westminster had 
been from early times occupied by religious foundations, 
whose sacred character enabled them to avail themselves 
of sites outside the shelter of the city walls. The 
grounds and outhouses at the back communicated with the 
Strand, the highway between London and Westminster. 
Durham Place appears to have become a royal residence 
even before the accession of Henry the Eighth, and wms 
used as a hostel for distinguished guests. Cardinal Pole 
claimed and obtained the restoration of the house to 
Bishop Tiinstall in Mary’s reign, but it does not seem 
certain that he ever resided there, and the estate 
remained at Eli^sabeth’s disposal until her death, v’hen 
Raleigh was turned out and it ^vas restored to the 
Bishop of Durham, to be by him again ceded to Piobert 
Cecil, -who made much profit by turning the Strand 
frontage to account. 

In 1854 Raleigh was chosen to represent the county 
of Devon in Parliament, and towards the end of that, or 
in the beginning of the following year, he received from 
the Queen the honour of knighthood.^ In July, 15S5, he 
%vas appointed Lord Warden of the Stannaries, in succes- 
sion to Francis, Duke of Bedford, an ofifice which involved 

^ On the seal prepared for him as Governor of Virginia, and 
hearing the date of 1584, which has lately been presented to the 
British Museum, he is still described as Miles, not as Eqzies. 
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tlie regulation of the mining iiidnstiy in the t'^ro counties 
of Devon and Cornwall, and conferred upon the holder 
the privileges which belonged to the western Diikedonu 
now in suspension, including the command of the Cornish 
Militia. In this capacity he presided over the Stannary 
Paiiiainent, and during his tenure of office he reduced 
the uii-written law of custom to a reformed code of rules 
which remained in vigour many yea,rs after his death. 
Before long his influence in the West was rendered, 
paraiii Glint by his appointment to the Lieutenancy of 
Cornwall and the Vice- Admiralty of the. two counties. 
In six years the young soldier of fortune had thus 
accumulated a number of offices and monopolies which 
ensured his social and material position ; but a still more 
conspicuous mark of royal favour was to follow in 15ST, 
when Sir Christopher Hatton, the Captain of the Guard, 
was raised to the post of Lord High Chancellor, and 
Ealeigh was called upon to take his place in immediate 
attendance on the Queen. The office itself conferred no 
salary, but it appears from, an entry in the Warra,nt 
Book that “six yards of tawney medley at thirteen 
shillings and fourpence a yard, with a fur of l)lack budge 
rated at ten pounds,” were provided out of the myaJ 
purse for his uniform. His place was henceforth in the 
royal ante-room, where he was close at hand whene-\ er 
counsel was required. 

About the same time this portionless younger son 
became one of the largest landowners in the United 
Kingdom, by the Irish grant of confiscated Desmond 
estates conferred upon him in 1586, and by the acquisi- 
tion of a great portion of the property forfeited' to the 
"Crown by the attainder of the unfortunate Babington, 
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The latter grant was made a pretext by the enemies of 
Raleigh,' whose numbers' increased -with- his prosperityj 
to fix upon liiiii an odious charge for which there is no 
particle of evidence. He "was accused of accepting a 
bribe for intercession on behalf of a condemned con- 
spirator, by whose . death he was materially to benefit. 
Tlie Elizabethan age savr nothing discreditable in the 
traffic of pardons, and there seems no doubt that Raleigh, 
when at the height of his influence after the conspiracy 
of Essex, received substantial achnowleclgment from 
suspects who obtained the royal clemency through his 
agency. Babington had undoubtedly endeavoured to 
secure his intervention. That his advances were enter- 
tained or encouraged by Raleigh is unsupported by 
any evidence, and it is inherently improbable that he 
would, at this early period in his career, have pleaded 
for the pardon of a convicted conspirator against the 
life of the Queen. The reckless charge may, therefore, 
be dismissed. He succeeded, however, to nearly all the 
.forfeited estates in Lincoln, Derby, and Hottingliani- 
shire, with all rents and profits, goods, personals, and 
mova])les. 

Another piece of gossip, which has been recorded to 
his discredit, may perhaps be most app>ropriately disposed 
of at the same time. Sir John Harrington, godson of 
Elizabeth, poet, courtier, and sycophant, is responsible 
for a charge, made at a time when Raleigh was a prisoner 
in the Tower at the King^s pleasure, against a former 
''chief favourite,” whose identity, though he is not 
actually named, can scarcely be doubtful, of having 
during Elizabeth’s reign circulated scandalous stories 
respecting Thomas Godwin, Bishop of Bath and Wells, 
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in order to coerce him into siiiTenderiiig the lease of a 
valuable manor. In refutation of this ■ story it has 
been pointed out by Oldys- that the bislio|:)'s own soii^ 
Dr. Francis Godvdii, himself a bishop and therefore 
interested in the preservation , of episcopal propertjj 
makes no mention in his father’s jjiogi;a]niy of a charge 
whicli he could neither have ignored iior“^w*daojceii 
Harrington, who, when symptoms of the Q.iieeir’s 
approaching end were plain to all the Court, did not 
scruple to send a fantastic Christmas gift to James 
inscribed, ‘^'Lord, remember me when thou comest into 
thy kingdom ! was not likely to be scrupulous in sifting 
the evidence for a story to the discredit of the new 
King’s enemy. He was essentially a time-server, but 
elsewhere has done Ealeigh better justice. While stories 
resting on so slender a foundation of evidence may be 
dismissed by disinterested critics, it must nevertheless 
be admitted that Ealeigh displayed a somewhat grasping 
spirit in his accumulation of wealth. But if he appreci- 
ated magnificence, it was as the outward sign of success 
and ascendencjn If he aimed at riches, it was in no 
mean or miserly spirit, and he spent the money, which 
at this time flowed into his coffers, royally in the realisa- 
tion of his illimitable dreams. The plantation of Virginia 
cost him £40,000, and the expedition to Guiana 
well-nigh ruined him. In the days of his prosperity 
he was a generous patron and an open-handed con- 
tributor to public objects, and when misfortune overtook 
him there was little left to sustain him in his long 
adversity. 

The Irish grant, under which he took over a portion 
of the vast estates escheated from the Desmonds, limited 
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area to be held by a single undertaker to twelye 
tl: i%nd acreSj but in the case of Ealeigh this liinitatioix 
wal d-^^\^’Ossly suspended. Two other undertakers. Sir 
John '^vhK’ell and Sir John Clyston, were^ associated with 
him, sc^^mories, each of twelve thousand acres, 

with an 'L'’ L: 9'5‘‘^^2t§eignory of six thousand acres, were 
assigned to t ''three. A rough survey of these lands 
which had longlain waste was completed in 1587, when 
Ealeigh began to grant leases with a vieiv to repeopling 
the desolate province of Munster, but it was not till 
some years later that he was able to devote personal 
superintendence to the problem of their development 
The thoughts of every man in England were now fixed 
on graver issues. The execution of the Queen of Scots 
in February precipitated the preparations of Spain for 
war, and towards the close of the year Ealeigh was fully 
occupied at the Council of War or in levying troops for 
the defence of the menaced kingdom. 

Once admitted to royal favour he soon became, for a 
time at least, omnipotent Already in the year 1583 so 
tried and trusted a servant of the Crown as Burghley 
craved the exercise of his good offices with the Queen, 
when he had fallen under temporary displeasui'e, perhaps 
on account of the unruly behaviour of his son-in-la-w 
Oxford. Not long after it once more fell to his lot to 
intercede with his royal mistress on behalf of the old 
favourite Leicester, whose conduct in the Netherlands 
had given dissatisfaction, and he wuas able to write and 
inform tbe Earl that he had succeeded ; the Queen was 
now ‘'‘well pacified, you are again her sweet Eobiu.'' 
Nevertheless, in spite of his dominant personality, there 
was ill Ealeigh some intangible characteristic which 
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qualified confidence if it did not actually inspire iiiist rr-it, 
and while lie could command the devotion of adlip- 
lie was never able to compel the regard of his’bqnals. 
Adroitj contriving, adventurous, lie was,. ' iiiaii of 

m.any resources, the Ulysses of.Honieiyto Pends, the 
Ulysses of the dramatists to liis It is evident 

that the Queen, who allowed herself to'hd? iniiiienced by 
his persuasive charm, and recognised the soundness of 
his judgment in moments of emergency, never reposed 
in him the unreserved confidence which her most trusted 
councillors enjoyed. She never appointed him to any 
important office of State, and his ambition to be admitted 
to the Privy Council remained unsatisfied till her death. 
In the meantime, however, his rise to power was pheno- 
menal in rapidity, and his unpopularity with Court and 
country ivas commensurate with his success. 
naeve was that he was damnable proud,'’ and his con- 
temporaries never forgave that air of ascendency which 
was innate perhaps rather than assumed, and the con- 
viction of superiority with which he asserted his opinions. 
The energetic vitality which helped him to outstrip all 
competitors ivas an offence to his woukM)e ami 

his very versatility gave colour to the lnsinuatio]i of 
imposture. Five hours of his day were at this period 
devoted by him to sleep, four to reading, two to relaxa- 
tion, and the rest to business. It is characteristic of his 
economy of time that he gave his leisure on board ship 
during his voyages to the study of chemistry, in which 
his half-brother Adrian Gilbert was a proficient, and he 
returned to the pursuit of this science during his long 
sojourn in the Tower. Thus he made time suffice to 
cultivate his many-sided’ nature. He was an accom- 
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plisliecl .musician according to the standards of his day, 
and the testimony of contemporaries- is tmaiiinious as to 
Ms -powers as an orator. ■Small as is 'the . volimie of 
Terse wliicli can with any degree of probability be attri- 
buted to liis authorship, it suffices to stamp him as a 
poet, and the quality of imagination inspired and elevated 
the practical side of the man of action. Unpopular as 
lie was with the masses, liis friendship with men of 
science and letters was sincere and cordially recijirocated. 
Spenser, Hakluyt, Hariot, and Hooker were among those 
who frequented the study overlooking the river, in the 
turret at Durham Place. Foreign writers and artists 
sought and readily obtained his patronage. It was to 
Ealeigli that Jacopo Castelvetri, the critic of poetics, 
dedicated the edition of Stella^s epic on Columbus, wdiich 
he published in London in 1 585, and to him also Martin 
Basanicwe dedicated the history of the discovery of 
Florida by Laudonniere, published in the same year at 
Paris. He was brought into close relation with all the 
erudite and cultured, who had flocked to a court which 
had assimilated the traditions of the Eenaissance, by a 
^scheme wffiich he had deeply at heart, namely, the insti- 
tution of a kind of encyclopa3dic bureau, “where students 
might obtain information on all kinds of subjects at first- 
hand from experts. Lhifortunately but little is known 
of this public-spirited enterprise, which must have filled 
a pressing want in the days when books of reference 
were scarce, beyond what may be derived from an 
allussion to it in a letter from Evelyn to Lord Clarendon, 
as a plan suggested by Montaigne, and actually put 
into practice by the* efforts of Ealeigh. It is pardonable 
to conjecture that Bacon may have contemplated the 
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co-operation of its .correspondents for tlie ' realisation of 
the .system developed 'in his-iVbmm Organon ; and perhaps 
a later oiitgro^vth' of' 'this -association of the learned iiiay 
have been the. intellectual club, which held its meetings 
at the Mermaid,' ■ Tavern. " in Friday Street, vith the 
foundation " of which. Ealeigh - has also been credited. 
Here - Shakespeare, Ben'. Jonson, Donne, Beanmont, 
Fletcher, and ' Cotton, ' with- many 'otlie,r, “ souls of ; poet.s 
dead and; gone, -met in' unrestramecT '.and congenial 
intercourse. , Here men. of thought , and men of action 
were brought- together in . a fellowship ..to which few 
periods of the world’s history can afford a parallel ; , and 
we may well assume ■ that many a shrewd and pithy 
saying, gleaned from 'the, encounters,, of wit which too,k 
place in ■ such surroundings, many ,an , e.xperie!ice .of 
strenuous life .here- recounted to eager listeners hav.e 
passed into the familiar texts in 'which genius has incor- 
porated them. 

A horror of persecution and a genuine love of tolera- 
tion were characteristic of Ealeigh tliroughcmt hi.s pulilic 
life, and as a consequence he '^vas perhaps nnn*o iinpo])ular 
wnth the clergy of his day than with any otlier class. It- 
was in this spirit that he undertook tlie defence of 
Udall, who, once a minister of the Established Cliiircli, 
had become a Nonconformist, and was condemned to 
death for having published a book -which vtis most 
unjustifiably represented as libellous to the Queen. 
Ealeigh induced Elizabeth to reprieve the sentence, but 
release was deferred till Udall died in prison. So, again, 
in the Parliament of 1593 he contested the expediency 
of expelling sectarians from England, pleading even on 
behalf of the troublesome and aggressive congregation 
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of tlie Browiiists. He was in adyance of , his age 
in opposing an enactment making the attendance of, 
piiblie, ' worship coiiipulsoiy nnder pain of baiiishinent. 
“What , danger 'may grow "to ourselves,” he urged, 
“ if this law pass, were fit to he considered. It is to he 
feared that men not guilty will he included in it; and 
that law is hard, that taketh life, and sendeth into 
hanishiiient, wdien men^s intentions shall he judged hy a 
jury, and they shall he judges what another man ineant.” 
It is not strange that Ealeigh, who was diligent to 
promote the spirit of free inquiry, should have been the 
object of violent attacks from the Jesuits. The pro- 
clamation suppressing their seminaries in England was 
issued upon Ealeigh’s advice, and his action was never 
forgiven hy that uncompromising and vigilant Order. 
Having offended the hierarchies of either religion, he 
was inevitably branded with the name of Atheist. His 
constant association with Hariot, who %vas known to 
reject many portions of the Old Testament, and was 
popularly reported to be a Deist, lent colour to the 
charge of unorthodoxy ; and it is possible that he had 
held conferences with the notorious Giordano Btuno, 
who between 1583 and 1585 visited England, where he 
tledicated a dialogue to Sir Philip Sidney. Such a 
charge would be readily made against so original a 
thinker in days when the slightest departure from 
accepted traditions was stigmatised as heretical. There 
are, however, many passages in Ealeigh’s written wmrks 
which illustrate the real devotional attitude of his iiiind, 
especially in the Treatise on the Soul, in his Instructions 
to his Son, and in what Charles Kingslej?' with pardon- 
able enthusiasm has described as the most Gocl-fearing 
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and God-seeing history known. He may have c‘Xplorod 
fields of speculation forbidden to the narrow tlieologv' of 
his time, but liis last words upon the scafil^ld, iiiterefl 
when he stood at the dark brink of death, remalo as 
an eloquent and convineing profession of fait Ii. 

Such was Ealeigh at the zenith of his iriiliicrice raid 
favour. He came, he saw, lie conquered. l>iiu his 
rapid advancement, his proud, unyielding, and iropulsi^^’e 
temperament raised up around him a crowd of jeaious 
ill-wishers, and like all royal favourites lie incurred liis 
full share of popular antipathy, so much so in fact that 
he was described in 1587, perhaps without exaggeration, 
as the best- hated man in court, city, and countiy. 
Leicester was still absent from England, and Hatton 
had withdrawn wdth offended dignity into tlie country. 
He had met with scarcely an obstacle on his triumphant 
progress. Suddenly a shadow crossed Ids path. The 
young Earl of Essex, who had joined ladcester in the 
Low Countries, where he was knighted on tlie field of 
Zutphen, after the famous charge in which Sir Phili]) 
Sidney lost his life, returned to Courti Young, hand™ 
some, hrilliaiitly endowed and born in the pur])Ie, he 
was recognised as a fit successor to the larneiitcd Sidney, 
and the intriguers at the palace at once combined to 
set him up as a rival to the detested Captain of the 
Guard. The antagonism of Essex and Ealeigh was 
immediate, and, if at times they dissembled their mutual 
antipathy, it none the less remained irreconeilalfie. 




OHAPTEE lY 

VIRGINIA 

1585 

From childhood s days the young Gilberts and Ealeighs 
had been familiar with the sea. The little port of 
Budleigh Salterton is only some three miles distant 
from Hayes Barton, Compton is but an easy walk 
from Torquay, and the manor of Greenaway, the 
favourite residence of the Gilberts, is situated on a 
headland running out into a deep-water reach of the 
river two miles above Dartmouth. There is little doubt 
that their parents, like so many of the Western gentry, 
had adventured their fortunes in the sea, and that the 
boys were early trained in ail that belongs to a sailor’s 
ealliiig, Tliese little harbours of the West-country were 
the pkyground of their youth, and the advent of the 
homeward-bound -with tales of the world beyond the 
sky line, was the event which broke the monotony of 
isolated country life. Not a village in that pleasant 
moorland country leaning to the Bart, but had sent forth 
some of its sons on the path of adventure with Straog- 
ways or Tremayne, and there such knowledge of the 
great new continents as had been brought home to 
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England, mingled with fable and fancy, could be |dcked 
up at first-hand from veterans who had sailed vntli the 
elder Hawkins. A sailor boy of humble origin from the 
neighbouring parish of Saiidridge, whose name is ior 
ever written large across the map of the ^roiid, may 
well, as has been suggested with pieturescpie plausibility, 
have acted as henchman to the Sc|uire’s sons in their 
expeditions clown the green river reaelies, to explore 
the mysteries of the ships and the magic of the sea. 
Indeed, they could hardly have failed in such close 
proximity to have drawn into their circle that John 
Davis ^vhom in after years men vied in eager rivalry 
to follow, for the love of his generous heart and the 
smile that lurked behind his ruddy beard, beyond the 
limit of Arctic snows and across the burning tropic 
seas. The circumstances of youth and the spirit of the 
age thus alike prepared them for great enterprises, and 
when at length opportunity came they embraced it wdth 
an eager zest. 

Sir Humphrey, the second of the three GHlbert sons, 
whose career in many respects anticipates that of his 
illustrious half-brother, 'was destined for the profession 
of the law, but early abandoned the studies for which 
he had prepared himself at Eton and at Oxford to 
follow the more active life of arms. He served in 
France and Ireland, where he acted as Governor of 
Munster, and again in the Netherlands. But liis 
thoughts had never ceased to flow in the channel of 
early associations, and he had continually occupied liis 
mind with the problems of navigation and the study 
and amendment of sea-cards, as the early charts were 
then called. The fruits of these studies and the real 
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object of Ills ambition were revealed by the premature 
piiblicatiorij without Sir ■ Humphrey’s consent, of the 
famous discourse To prove a passage by the northwest io 
Cfatimy and the East Indies, which concludes with those 
memorable ■words : ^^Give me leave always to live and 
.die in this mind,' that.' he is not worthy, to live at all 
that for fear or danger of death shunneth his country’s 
service and his own honour, seeing death is inevitable 
and the fame of virtue immortal. Wherefore in this 
behalf, muiare vel timere spernoT 

He had obtained in 1578 a royal charter, authorising 
him to discover heathen and barbarous lands not actually 
possessed by any Christian prince or people, to have, hold, 
occupy, and enjoy them ; but a clause 'was inserted in the 
patent limiting the duration of its powers to six j^ears, 
if during that period no territories had been taken into 
occupation. The abortive expedition of 1579, in execu- 
tion of this charter, has already been mentioned. It was 
not until 1583, wdien the term of his patent had nearly 
run out, that a new expedition ■was equipped, to ■which 
his half-brother contributed the famous Arh Baleigli, 
built for this voyage at a cost of £2000. At the 
last an unexpected difficulty arose from the opposi- 
tion of the Queen. Her anxiety to retain the ne-w 
favourite at Court, and withdraw him from the dangers 
inseparahle from a long voyage into those unknown seas 
in which all save the subjects of the king of Spain were 
proclaimed trespassers, may account for the peremptory 
orders given to Raleigh to renounce his intention of sail- 
ing in person. In her endeavour to deter Sir Humphrey 
also from the project, for which he had so long been 
preparing and in wliich he had tobarked a great 
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portion of his fortunes, it is_ probable 
moved by political considerations, lmiu« 
the difficulty of explaining away the rqn-^.iL _ 

Drake had exacted from the Sp^m^h sett.enjts ni . 
Ifew World, and the premature publicmion m 
discourse justified her misgivings. ^ 
ever, to be actuated only by care for nis ^ c. ^ 
ur'^ed him to remain at home, as a man noteu^ . . . 
good hap by sea.” Her scruples were at longtn oi ei- 
come through Walsingham’s intervention, and 01^.10 
eve of his ^departure she sent him by the hana of 
Ealeigh a jewel in the form of an anchor guided by a 
ladv,'bidding him have care of himself and wishing nm 
as great good hap and safety to his ship as though she 
^vere present in person. She expressed, moreover, a 
desire to have his portrait to keep hy her. 

The tragic yet glorious story of Humphrey Hilhe ts 
death needs no re-telling. Stimulated to action, nithei 
than daunted, hy the fatal news, Ealeigh determniec 
to resume the enterprise. He obtained from die 
Queen a charter similar to that granted to Gilbert, mU- 
with somewhat larger powers, and, for the furthoi en- 
couragement of maritime exploration, he tminued 111 
association with his youngest half-brother A.< nan, - as^ei^ 
William Saunderson, and others, the lellowsnp "oi 
the Discovery of the North-West Passage. The charter 
granted to Ealeigh, the advocate and apostle of a colonial 
empire, which is too long to quote in its entirety, con- 
templated the permanent occupation of the new Muntiy, 
to he held under homage by himself and Ins heirs, witli 
a reserve to the Crown of a fifth part of all the go 
■- and silver ore found there, and it secured to future 
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iiiliabitarits of IMtisli origin' all the. 'privileges of free 
denizens and persons native, of England. ' The corn- 
'preliensive ' terms of this' charteiv' aiici'^'tlie. provisions 
'made' for the ' future status of 'the eoIoBists,\u’e'veal',,the; 
real aims of ■ Ealeigh, as clistiiiguislied ' from those of the 
.filibusteiing 'captain who had preceded him' on tlie.patli 
of exploration. The guiding principle .of, all his effbrtv. 
the fixed idea of his lifCj ■which it was not granted him 
to reali.se in person, had already taken root. It was 
his avowed ambition to give the Queen in permanent 
possession ■ “ a better Indies tba.n .the King of Spain 
hath any. 

A nioiitli after the issue of this charter two vessels, 
equipped and provisioned at his cost, under the com- 
mand of Captains .Pluiip Amadas and Arthur Bailow, 
sailed for the Canaries, and a month later made the 
West Indies. Their instructions were to work up from 
the south, as Gilbert’s exi^edition had done from tlie 
north. In the hegiimiiig of July they were greeted hy 
a land breeze from the shore, they were seeking, and 
sighted what they believed to be the continent. Enter- 
ing, as they thought, tlie estuary of a rivei*, tiiey went 
ashore, and fouml indeed a promised land, a country 
rich in animal life, yielding grain and spices, where the 
vines laden with grapes clung to tall cedar -trees or 
strayed luxuriantly over the sands towards the sea. It 
was not long, however, before they discovered that they 
were upon an island, and that there lay before them 
another mighty long sea,” enclosing ‘‘about one hundred 
islands of diver.se bigness.” The first of these islands upon 
which they landed was in fact Wokoken, off the coast of 
North Carolina. It was two days before they set eyes 
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on ca limiian being ; but on the third day a boat ivitli 
three natives appea,recl, one of -vTliom imiriediately esiab- 
lislicd friendly relations with the seamen. Ho wr.s 
despatched with cloth and simple gifts, and on the 
following day a chief called Grangaiiimeo, brother of tlie 
king of the islands, who had himself recently been dis- 
abled by a wound, came across with many attendants. 
A visit from his wife followed, a comely and modest 
lady, clad in a mantle of deerskin lined with fur and 
wearing long chains of pearls as big as peas, who took 
the strangers under special protection. The friendliest 
relations were established, and the English visited the 
neighbouring island of Eoanoke, where Grangaiiimeo 
himself lived, and other portions of the kingdom of 
Wingandacoa. Then, having bartered some of their 
possessions for pearls and valuable skins, and having 
persuaded two of the Indians to accompany them to 
England, they set a straight course for liorne, where they 
arrived without mishap in the middle of Septeni]>er. 

Meanwhile a fellow-enthusiast and life-long associate 
of Raleigh, one Richard Hakluyt, who had lately l^oen 
appointed chaplain to the British .AmbavSsadur in Thiris, 
returned to Loudon with a paper, wdiich vras laid before 
the Queen, urging the plantation by Englishmen of such 
parts of America as were still no man’s land. Tins 
paper had for its title, A ixirtkiilar discoarse conirniing 
loestern dmoverks^ mitten in the year loS.^, ly Tlitiiard 
EaUnyt^ of Oxford^ at the request and direciton of the right 
worsMjjfiil Mr, IFalter Raleigh^ before the eondng hr^^ric of 
his barJes, Hakluyt, who was born within a year of 
Raleigh, graduated at Christ Cbiircli in 1574 It is 
probable, therefore, that he did not go into residence 


IV 


SECOAW EXPEDITION’^ ■ 63 


until afrer tlie brief .college career' of Ms patron had 
closed with his departure "for tlie Huguenot wars. If, 
Innvei’erj it be true that Raleigh at some periodj perhaps 
after Ills return from France, becaiiie a member of Christ 
Clmrelij it is possible that the man of action and the man 
of letters discovered their ' iniitual affinities at Oxford, 
where Hakluyt gave lectures on 'geography. His earliest 
publication in 15S2 of Divers Voyages touching the Discovery 
of A iii-evica was in any case sure to have attracted Raleigh's 
attention, and to this date- at any rate the origin of their 
long and fruitful intimacy may be assigned. ■ 

After the return of .Amadas and Barlow Ealeigli at 
once prepared a larger expedition to - colonise the newly 
discovered regions, to which by. the Queen's special 
desii’e the luiinc of Tiiginia was given. By spring of 
the following year a fleet w-as in ' readiness, and in April 
seven sliips sailed from Plymouth under the command 
of Ills kiiisimtii Sir Richard 'CTrenyiile' as general-iii-chief, 
carrying Iiiil|)h Lane, the governor designate of the new 
colony, with Philip Amadas as..de.puty. Among many 
others well kmtwii in the 'annals. 'of ■ the time who W'ent 
out full of iuithjisiasBi to -My -hhe foundations of a zie’w 
England beyond the seas.'' 'We-re' E-aleigh’s devoted friend 
Thomas Harlot, the philosopher and mathematidan, and 
Thomas Cavendish, who afterwards- 'followed the track 
of Drake through the , Straits of Magellan into the 
Great South Sea, and became. , the se-cond Eiiglislimaii to 
circumnavigate the globe. The two Indians, Manteo 
and Waiichese, were also carried back to their native 
country to report to their trihesmen on the wealth and 
majb'- England. Some valuable captures were made 
at " ,0 on the outward journey, and in June the 
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squadron reached the old anchorage oit Wokokenj 
whence they sent messengers to Koanokc to apprise 
^ the chiefs of their arrivah Explorations were carried 
out on the mainland, and Manteo escorted their first 
ally Granganimeo to Hatorask, where he was received 
on board the admiral's ship, the Tiger. Every 
was afforded to the settlers, and upwards of a hundred 
men were left under Lane to start a plantation. Towards 
the end of August Grenville set sail for England, having 
pledged himself to return not later than the following 
Easter with stock and supplies for the colony. 

This was not the only enterprise in which Ealeigh 
had an interest during the year 1585. About two 
months after the departure of Grenville’s squadron the 
Fellowship despatched two barques to follow in the 
tracks of Frobisher, under the command of John Davis. 
The equipment of this expedition was entrusted by' the 
joint adventurers to Master William Saunclerson, a 
merchant of London and a great authority on sea-cards, 
who also contributed the greater portion of the funds for 
the undertaking. It was on this occasion that Davis, 
having anchored in 66° 40' K latitude ^‘in a very fair 
road under a very bare mount, the cliffs ^vhoreof were as 
orient as gold,” named it Mount Raleigh in lionour of 
his friend and patron. The voyage was repeated in tlie 
following summer, and again in the summer of the ^'car 
after ; and it is stated by Hakluyt that Raleigh -was a 
liberal contributor to each of the three expeditions. He 
appears also to, have maintained privateering cruisers at 
sea, for captures of Spanish ships by his oflicers near 
the Newfoundland fisheries are referred to in the 
, minutes of the Privy Council, for this year. 
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The reports brought home from the new colony yv/ryt 
full of promise ; the climate was admirably adapted to 
European settlers; the soil of the niaiiiland was rich, 
and strei:clied away over boundless arCcas to the unknown 
west ; the people were gentle and giiilelesSj living after 
the iiianiior of the golden age. So they l^elieved at any 
rate iii.tliesiB first weeks of their experience, ITnfor» 
tuiiately our forefathers had not yet learned the lesson 
■■which later years have taught -at heavy cost, the secret 
of winning the attachment of native races, Fe'w of the 
early uiavigators, w^ith the notable exception of Drake, 
perceived instinctively that firmness and prompt decision, 
combined with patient forbearance and inexhaustible, 
good temper, and above all a rigid sense of justice, are 
the qualities wdiicli the savage immediately learns to 
respect and even to -worship. It was not long before a 
too rigorous puiiisliment for a. petty crime aroused a 
sullen 'Spirit of resentment among the Indians. The 
chieftain of the north-western provinces of Cliawanok 
was detained as a hostage in chains, and during his 
captivity siicecsHfiilly imposed upon the credulit}" of the 
settlers, whose avaricious dreams laid filled the unknown 
world witli all the treasures of romance. Granganimeo, 
the white tiianh friend, veas now dead, and while Lancj 
with iiait the eolmnsts, marched aw’-ay into the wilder- 
ness in search of a fabulous country 'where the houses 
irere stndiled with pearls, his brother Wingina, the 
king, who htul since become secret!}^ hostile, organised 
a massacre. Lane, to whom the plot had been dis- 
covered during the expedition, returned nuth a starving 
company, reduced to ^hlog^s porridge/'' a broth made 
from the ficsli of their two English mastifis, just in time 
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to defeat the conspiracy, and the king with his principal 
chiefs were put to death at an interview to, which they 
were summoned. The natives, realising that they ^ were 
no match foi' the powerfuk strangers, and seeing no 
other hope of deliverance, abandoned the cultivation 
of the land. Food began to run short, and Easter 
came without a sign of Grenville and the relief ships. 
The unexpected appearance of a squadron under Drake, 
who was led by curiosity to visit the new colony on his 
return from the sack of St. Domingo and Caithagena, 
delivered them from an extremely critical position. He 
furnished them with supplies and ammunition, as well 
as a barque and pinnaces. But a violent storm which 
broke upon the coast destroyed these vessels, and once 
more despondency prevailed. Lane was evidently not 
of the fibre which goes to form tlie pioneers of empire, 
and, moved by the appeals of his dejected follo%vers, he 
prevailed upon Drake to give the whole company a pas- 
sage to England. Thus tamely, almost without a stiniggle, 
the infant colony of Virginia was abaruh.)ned, and on, 
the 27th of July, 1586, Lane returned to PortHinouth 
with a record of failure to Ealeiglfis infinite disappuini- 
ment. Scarcely had the colonists turiuid their backs 
on the coast when a vessel of a hundred tons, despatched 
in advance of Grenville’s squadron, arrived at Eoa^ioke 
with stores for their relief ; and a few days later Sir 
Eichard himself, who had been delayed by other cares, 
sailed in with three ships, only to find the settlement 
deserted. After a vain search for his countrymen 
Grenville, tenacious and resolute by nature, persuaded 
fifteen volunteers to remain as an outpost and evidence 
of occupation in Eoanoke, furnishing them vi’t.li supplies 
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for two years,' and tlien sailed for the Azores.' This' 
little , company was all that remained to represent the 
energy and capital which had .been expended. Sometliiiig 
had, however, been accomplished; the coast; had been 
explored for eighty miles to the south and one hundred' 
:aiid thirty to the 'north, and at least two new. 'vegetables 
of iniinite service' to mankind were imported" from Yir- 
giiiia to Eiigiaiid, the potato jiud"" the tobacco plant, 
called by the inhabitants*, of Wingandacoa which 

Hariot had tried ' and'-Toimcl to' his liking. The lattei* 
plant, which had been discovered in Cuba during 
Coluin'bus^s first voyage, was brought to Europe from 
Elorida by the Portuguese in 1560. From Portugal 
Jean Nicot, w-hose name is immortalised in its generic 
appellation, sent the leaf to Catherine de Medici, and it 
soon became popular in France under the name of the 
Queen’s Herb. It is not impossible that Ealeigh there- 
fore had first become accpiainted with the use of tobacco 
in France. In any case tradition has connected his name 
with its introduction into England in two familiar anec- 
dotes, one of which points to his having been among 
the first smokers in this country, while the sccoiul is 
evidence of the rapidity with which the habit became 
popular. It was told that his servant entering his study 
one day 'with a tankard of ale, and perceiving smoke 
issuing from his master s lips as he sat intent upon his 
books, endeav^oured to extinguish the fire by flinging 
the contents of tlie tankard in his face, while he 
summoned the household with his cries of alarm. 
The other anecdote records a wager between Ealeigh 
and liis royal mistress, who refused to believe that 
he was as he professed to be, to ascertain the 
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exact weight of the smoke produced by a given quantity 
of tobacco. Ealeigh accordingly carefully weighed a 
selected quantity of the leaf and smoked it in his silver 
pipe, preserving all the ashes, which he then proceeded 
also to weigh. He was thus able to prove, to the 
Queen^s satisfaction at any rate, that the weight of tbe 
smoke was equivalent to the difference between, the 
weight of the ashes and that of the unconsumed tobacco. 
The Queen duly paid her stake, observing at the same 
time that she had heard of those who turned their gold 
into smoke, but never before had seen the man who 
could turn smoke into gold. 

A practical state of war with Spain had been initiated 
by the embargo laid on British shipping in that country 
in 1585, and Ealeigh had welcomed these developments * 
with enthusiasm. In 1586 he contributed a pinnace to 
the first expedition undertaken by the Earl of Cumber- 
land, which failed in an attempt on Bahia, but wrought 
considerable havoc on the coast of Brazil. Again in 
June he commissioned and despatched twm vessels, the 
Serj)C7it and the Manj Spark, under his captains Jacob 
Whiddon and John Eversham, to the Azores, where 
they fought a running fight for thirty-two hours against 
a Spanish fleet of twenty-four sail, and brought home 
three valuable prizes. Grenville was aIsq,/'^> action off 
the Azores on his homeward voyage fron^ and his 

squadron there secured a valuable prison^ in the person 
of the. great navigator Pedro Sarmiento de Gamboa, 
who, some years before, bad endeavoured to bar Drake’s 
anticipated return from the South Sea by blocking the 
Straits of Magellan, while that elusive captain was 
setting his course for the Cape of Good Hope to 
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-complete Ms .voyage Tomid the world.; It lias generally 
been assniiied that Sarmiento was brought home by 
Whiddoii and Eversham, but there can be little doubt 
that the credit should be given to Grrenville, for the 
time of his capture coincides with the arrival of the 
latter at the Azores, and Sarmiento especially mentions 
in his narrative that between Terceira and San Jorge 
he encountered three English vessels, the exact number 
of the Virginia squadron, while he makes no reference to 
a heavy action such as ivas fought by the Serpent and the 
Mary Sparh Don Pedro complained of rough handling 
received on board the Capitam^ where it was assumed 
that he and his men were concealing the knowledge 
of treasure. After their arrival at Plymouth, however, 
he was conveyed to Windsor, and handed over to the 
care of Ealeigh, who conversed with iiini in Latin 
and showed him every regard and attention. By 
Sir Walter’s influence he obtained an audience of the 
Queen, during which Elizabeth displayed the elegance 
of her Latiiiity for two hours and a half. Conversations 
with the Lord-Treasurer and the Lord High Admiral 
followed, and Sarmiento was apparently entrusted with 
some official message for the King of Spain, which may 
have been intended to serve as a basis for negotiation. 
At any rate a passport Avas issued to him, wuth per- 
mission to proceed to Spain and return once more to 
England sliould the object in view render it desirable. 
Hot only was no ransom demanded, but a present of a 
thousand escudos was bestowed upon Mm, and he took 
his leave after receiving great courtesy from all sorts 
of people. On his arrival in France, however, he was 
once more made a prisoner, and detained there until 
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1589j after tlie Armada had sailed o,nd had hecii 
destroyed, so that" the message remained ..iirideliverecl. 

The failure of a first attempt in no ^^'a.y al^aied 
Ealeigh^s enthus.iasni .for the, Virginia enterprise,.,: and 
after the publication of Harlot's report on tlie country 
he had no difficulty in enlisting fresh Tohinteers for a 
settlement, A new expedition was despatched in the 
spring of 1587 under Captain John White, with whom 
were associated a hoard of twelve meml)ers, under the 
title of the Governor and assistants of the city of 
Ealeigh in Virginia. On his arrival at Eoanoke White 
could find no trace of the fifteen Englishmen whom 
Grenville had left behind. The whole band had fallen 
victims to the treachery of the Indians, as they after- 
wards learned from the faithful Manteo, who -svas now 
created a chief and became influential in restoring 
friendly relations. This little unrecorded tragedy, far 
away and long ago, was perhaps even at the time 
too remote to stir profoundly the imagination of their 
countrymen at home, whose minds were preoccupied with 
graver issues. And yet the massacre of those fifteen 
pioneers, the protomartyrs of Imperial expansion, cut 
ofi’ from hope on the edge of the great unexplored con- 
tinent, has the peculiar pathos, after all this lapse of 
years, which ever belongs to the first to fall in a great 
cause, greater than themselves susj^ected. How many 
a time the round 'world, over has the tale been told 
again ; how many a despairing cry of the forsaken and 
forgotten has gone out on the west wind, since they 
fought their last fight on those shores, where teeming 
millions now load the freight ships of the 'nations with 
the harvest of prosperity and peace! Already the 
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Vidld grcAvtli of tropical vegetation had. invaded the 
ruins of the fort which sheltered the dwellings of the 
first colonists, and the zeal of the new settlers was 
clamped bj a profound sense of discouragement Dissen- 
sions arose among them, and w’hen White was persuaded 
against his better judgment to return to England for 
further supplies, things went from bad to worse. The 
impending struggle -with Spain for a time I'endered all 
undertakings in distant seas impossible, and no shipping 
was allowed to leave England without a special autho- 
risation from the Council. Only after the defeat of the 
Armada was Ilaleigh able to obtain permission for three 
ships to sail to the Indies, and he contracted with their 
owners for the transport of stores and passengers to 
Yirginia. The contracts, ho%vever, were not carried 
out, and the voyage only ended in disaster. Still he 
never relaxed his efforts nor abandoned faith in the 
destiny of his nursling. Five expeditions to Yirginia 
wm’e equipped by him between 1587 and 1602. ^Yith 
his attainder his interests passed to the Crown, but even 
from his prison he still devoted to colonial enterprises 
what he could save from the wi'eck of his estate. I ■ 
shall yet live to see it an English nation, he wrote to 
Cecil just before the great eclipse of his fortunes ; and 
lie did live to see his vast dream realised in part, by the 
permanent establishment of his countrj^men in Yirginia. 

Baffled again and again in his early endeavours, cut 
off' at last, ill the full vigour of his manhood and his 
powers, from active co-operation with the scheme, he 
clung with the tenacity of genius to the great design 
which has since become the inheritance of his country- 
men and received a development beyond his own most 
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sanguine anticipations. Whatever Judgment mav lie 
passed upon the achievements of this reniarlvable niaja 
Avhose'' errors dike liis' gifts were' gxmt,, lie .was 'at 'any 
rate the first who dared to conceive the exjiansion 
of England, and he adhered with a passionate faith to 
the conviction that the unpeopled shores of eartli vrere 
the inevitable inheritance of his own iiarrlv race. To 
him his countrynieii, accepting their high mission and 
proud of their world- wide dominion, must ever grate- 
fully look hack as the pioneer and prophet of emnire. 
To him the great kindred people, blood of his own 
blood, whose genius of energy has quickened the vast 
northern continent from sea to sea, must ever pay due 
honour as the first who opened to civilising influences 
the threshold of their limitless domain. 


m 




. CHAPTER T'. ' 

THE ARMADA 
158S 

The Queen and her far-seeing statesmen had long 
realised that 'vvar vdth Spain must be the inevitable out- 
come of the grovving rivalry between the two countries, 
which typically reioresented the opposing forces of 
pi^^gress and reaction. The genius of Elizabeth for 
temporising had secured dor her people a long period of 
peace in which to develop their material resources, but 
this end once gained, she sanctioned a policy which 
could hardly fail to end in war. While the people 
of England were genuinely convinced that the real 
grounds of quarrel with Spain Avere religious, and that 
Philip Avas the chosen instrument of the Catholic League 
for reimposing on this country the fetters of a spiritual 
domination Avhich they had endured so much to shake 
otF, there were in reality other and more substantial 
grounds of dispute, clear enough to the enlightened 
spirits of the age, Avorldng inevitably toAvards a crisis. 
The exclusive mercantile monopolies enforced by Spain 
in the neAV regions throAvn open to human enterprise 
throughout a century of disco A^ery, had naturally led 
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to infringements which were sternly repressed. Such 
repression provoked reprisals, which men, convinced of 
their title to a share in the benefits of an extended 
horizon, upheld as legitimate and just. The children of 
the Reformation could scarcely be expected to accept 
without protest a theory of possession which, though it 
undoubtedly rested in part on priority of discovery, was 
extended into the illimitable areas of an unknown world 
on the mere authority of a bull issued by a Spanish pope. 
Moreover, the dread of seeing this exclusive mercantile 
system applied to the neighbouring Dutch ports was 
ever present to men whose living was gained upon the 
sea, and while the rebellious subjects of Philip in the 
Low Countries received constant and avowed encourage- 
ment from the Queen and her subjects, English harbours 
were ever open to shelter and support the Dutch 
privateers, whose presence in the Narrow Seas was so 
galling to Spanish commerce. As a growing sea-power 
the English people were also violently opposed to the 
absorption of Portugal by Spain, and the claims of the dis- 
inherited Don Antonio, who had taken refuge in England, 
were supported without regard to his religion. Drake’s 
exploits on the Spanish Main and in the Caribbean 
Sea, officially disavowed but privately encouraged, were 
followed by his astounding achievements in the Pacific, 
where he broke the lock of the secret treasure-house, 
to circumnavigate the globe with an empire’s ransom 
in his hold. The fevered protests of Philip’s envoy, put 
off with evasive subterfuge so long as want of information 
could be pleaded, wei’e at length met by open defiance, 
when the Queen publicly bestowed the coveted honour 
of knighthood on the successful privateer. 
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Bub provocation was not all on one side. The encour- 
agement afibrded, by Philip' to the rebels in Ireland 
struck a blow near home in England's most vulnerable 
spot. He; had ■ plotted against the throne and . eveiij her 
subjects Avere earnestly- convinced, against the life of the 
Queen. The fear that Spain would oh tain control of the 
Channel by fortifying' the harbours of the Netherlands 
■ was immediate and justified, aiid.w'Eeii Eli^iabeth entered 
iiito-.aii alliance Philip retaliated by 

laying airemrba-rgo on British shipping in Spain. With 
this arbitrary action in May, 1585, a practical state of 
^var began. Drake, as the Queen's Yice-Admiral, carried 
it into tlie enemy's camp, and the Spanish arsenals 
advanced their preparations for the invasion of England. 
Raleigh threiv themself into the struggle with his usual 
enthusiasm and, in the following year, two of his ships 
fought the brilliant action at the Azores. The execution 
of the Queen of Scots, whose adherents had uncon- 
sciously played into Philip's hands, precipitated the 
crisis. There was, however, no lack of warning. The 
restless activity prevailing dn Spanish, ports, the accumu- 
lation of material, and the movements of the victualling 
ships w’ere duly reported, and at last, after many mis- 
givings and hesitations, the Queen determined to let her 
sea-dogs loose. In April, 1587, Drake sailed wdth a free 
hand in command of a fieet of some thirty sail, which 
included four ships of the royal navy. On the 19th he 
entered the road of Cadiz with characteristic daring, and 
for thirty -six hours burned, sank, and plundered the 
shipping massed in a strongly fortified haven, crowded 
with victuallers and men-of-'war equipping for the 
projected invasion of England. He follow’-ed up this 
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bold stroke by the destruction of the fishing craft in 
all the harbours between Cadiz and St. Yinceiitj thus 
ruining the tunny industry, upon which the provisioaiiig 
of the fieet largely depended. The immediate result of 
this brilliant exploit was to postpone the sailing of the 
Armada for'* ..year, and to afibrd England ample time 
to complete her preparations for defence. But it had 
another indirect result, no less important at a moment of 
crisis. It stirred the patriotiam of Drake’s fellow-con7i try- 
men. to a pitch of enthusiasm, and by reuealing the 
vulnerability of the enemy, dispelled to a great extent 
the prevailing myth of Spain’s overwhelming power. 

The Council had caused full information of the 
Spanish preparations to be circulated, and the nation, 
taken into confidence, with one accord responded to the 
call. A scheme of defence was drawn up by a com- 
mittee on which the most experienced soldiers and 
administrators were in^dted to serve, Ealeigh took a 
leading part in the deliberations of this Couneil of War, 
and with him were associated Lord Grey (who at such 
a moment thought well to forget old difierenees in 
Ireland), Sir Thomas Leighton, Sir John Norris, Sir 
Eichard G-renville, Sir Eichard Bingham (whose acquaint- 
ance with Ealeigh also dated from the siege of Sinerwick), 
Sir Eoger Williams, and Ecalph Lane of Virginia. The 
committee directed their attention to the various places 
where the Spaniards might attempt a landing, either by 
disembarking troops from the fleet which was to enter 
the channel from the south-west, or with the forces 
collected under the Duke of Parma in the Netherlands. 
They recommended that Plymouth should be strength- 
ened by defensive works and garrisoned by the levies 
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of ' Com wall ' and Devon. Portland was to be fortifiod 
and held by „ a ■ garrison drawn , from Wiltshire and 
Dorset. ,■ Milford. Ilaveii,; the Isle 'of Wight, the Downs,. 
Margate, and the Thames were also regarded as 
practicable ■ landing-places for' the enemy ; and suitable 
garrisons, to be drawn from the neighbouring counties, 
were indicated for all these vulnerable points. A similar 
scheme of defence •was extended to the eastern coast. 
Certain broad rules for the disposition and concentration 
of troops •were laid down, while the course of action to 
be pursued in the event of a landing was left to the 
discretion of the general in command. A special force 
was to be provided for the defence of the Queen’s 
person, Another army ■\ms to watch the northern 
border in case the enemy should effect a landing in 
Scotland. The general scope of the plan was to enable 
a force of tw^eiit}^ thousand men to concentrate rapidly 
at the spot selected by the enemy, and to impede his 
advance by laying the surrounding country -waste. 

Ealeigh himself wms actively concerned with raising 
the levies of Cornwall and Devon, and a State-paper 
from his hand addressed to the Lord-Treasurer points 
out how the complements of horse and foot in those 
two counties should be selected His own headquarters 
w-ere at Portland Castle, for the equipment of wdiich he 
made special provision. While, hoAvever, his energies 
-were devoted in the first place to the organisation of 
military measures for resisting invasion, he %vas far 
from advocating reliance on such measures alone, and 
his views are expressed in a memorable passage in his 
Hidory of the JForld, wdiere he was perhaps the earliest 
to place on record the opinion that , the first line of 
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defence for England must ever be at sea. Thanks to 
the energetic administration of the navy by liaAvkiiis, 
and the training which both captains and crews had 
received in privateering enterpidses, the maritime re- 
sources of the kingdom could be relied upon, and the 
Queen's ships no less than those of private adventurers 
were in a high state of efficiency. Lord liovoird of 
Effingham, whom the Queen had placed in supreme 
command at sea, disposed of some sixty-six sail in the 
west, w'-here Drake Avas watching the highwaw south; 
while Lord Henry Seymour, who commanded the eastern 
squadron of thirty-three ships, had orders to blockade 
the coast of Eianders, intercept any flotilla attempting 
to convey Parma’s troops from Dunkirk, and keep com- 
munications open with the Commander-in-chief, Lord 
HoAvard himself hoisted his flag in the Arh Fialchjhy 
which had been built for Sir Walter by Eichard 
Chapman, a Deptford shipwight, to take part in the 
expedition in AAffiich Sir Humphrey Gilbert lost his life. 
The ship Avas acquired for the royal naA^ for £5000 ; 
the money AA^as never actually paid, but a similar sum 
AA'as struck off a debt to the CroAAm AAffiich he incan*ed 
in fitting out an expedition in 1592. The purchase Avas 
much criticised at the time, and Avas made an excuse for 
attacking his administration of the naA’^y by the enemies 
of John HaAAflvins, Avho insinuated that the ship had been 
built out of timber from the Queen’s yard. HoAvard, 
hoAvever, strongly approved of the purchase, and Avrote 
to Burghley: pray you tell Her Majesty from me 

that the money Avas Avell given for the Arh Ihleigh, for 
I think her the odd ship in the AAmrld for all conditions ; 
and truly I think there can no great ship make me 
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ciiaiige and go out of her, ' We can see no sail, great or 
smallj but how , far soever they be off we fetch them and 
speak with them/’ Another ship of Raleigh’s, the 
Iloebiid\ under WMddon, whose action in the Azores 
lias already been mentioned, took an active part in the 
fighting, and assisted Drake in the Be 2 )enge to capture 
Bon Pedro de Valdez and the huge Bosario, It was also 
one of his scouts, as appears from a letter of the Admiral, 
who brought in news of the Armada off TJshant. 

During the wdiiter months there was little prospect 
that the great Armada would attempt the boisterous 
seas, and Raleigh took advantage of this lull before the 
storm to pay a visit to Ireland, where he was appointed 
Mayor of Yoiighal for the year 1588. A rough survey 
of the vast estate which had been assigned to him was 
now completed, and his energetic nature was eager to 
set to work on what promised to he an absorbing and 
remunerative task. Among the properties which had 
fallen to his shai’O was the Dominican monastery at 
Youghal. The old buildings were destroyed in 1587, in 
obedience to the policy of the day, which contemplated 
the forcible suppression of the Catholic religion in 
Ireland, llo’w far he was responsilffe for this destruction 
is uncertain. In the same year the castle and manor of 
Lismore, the residence of the bishops of that see, was 
transferred to him for an annual rent, with the consent 
of the Dean and Chapter. Here he took up his residence 
and began to work out a scheme for the development of 
the estate. But his stay was of brief duration, for he 
was recalled to England by the news that the Duke 
of Medina Sidonia was preparing for sea. 

The plan of defence for the English coast had by 
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now been put into practical execution, and, in addition to 
tlie levies mustered in the southern and eastern counties, 
a force of twenty-two thousand foot and two thousand 
cavalry, under the Earl of Leicester, wdth Essex as master 
of the horse, was in camp at Tilbury, where the Q,ueen 
inspected them and kept up their spirits by assisting at 
tiltings and tourneys. A second army of tw’^enty-eight 
thousand men under the Earl of Hunsdon was entrusted 
with the special care of Her Majesty’s person. The 
eastern and western squadrons, manned by upwuirds of 
eleven thousand men (mostly trained mariners), were at 
their posts of observation. Throughout the length and 
breadth of the country her sons, with one mind and 
one "will, had proved themselves worthy of this great 
occasion ; and confident in the strength of their patriotic 
ardour and in the justice of their cause, they calmly 
awaited the inevitable onslaught of the overwhelming 
armament which Spain and the Catholic league had 
equipped for their destruction. Seldom since the "world 
began bad opposing nations met in such a memorable 
contest, and never was a graver issue in the balance. 
On the one side were all the forces of the Old World, 
trained in the iron discipline of passive obedience, and 
blessed by the hand that claimed to hold the keys of 
death and hell. On the other w^as all the promise of the 
New World: the strong individuality of men who had 
passed through the ordeal of the Reformation to win 
that freedom of conscience and liberty of judgment 
from which now they would only part with tbeir lives. 
Common to both was the deep and earnest conviction 
that the God of battles was on their side. 

The xWmada sailed on the 24tb of May amid scenes 
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of indescribable enthusiasm. If by the-, 'death of the. 
Marquis Santa Cruz the chief .command. Iiad devolved 
upon less competent hands, the ■ seven squadrons were 
led ' b}?- the^ inost exj3erienced- of thos'e great captains' 
, which , the . . maritime expan^^ of the' vast, Spanish 
empire had produced, and, in addition to some eight 
thousand so.ilors and two thousand oarsmen, she canded 
a fighting force of nearly twenty thousand soldiers of 
that formidable Spanish infantry whose reputation 
stood second to none in the world. . ,In the Netherlands 
thirty thousand more, under the orders of the Duke of 
Parma, awaited the propitious moment to cross the 
channel in a flotilla of transports, collected there for 
their conveyance. The Duke of Guise had a further 
"army ill readiness on the . coast of • .Normandy, to he 
transhipped to ■ England in- ' Spanish bottoms. The. 
voyage l^egaii inauspiciously. Off Cape Eiiiistere a 
■viole.nt storm' sank many of the 'smaller craft, and dis- 
persed the great fleet, which was compelled to put 
back and refit ' at the Groyne. Exaggerated reports 
of disaster reached England ; it -was assumed that the 
expedition would be indefinitely delayed, and Elizabeth, 
whose characteristic economy manifested itself even 
in tliis supreme moment of national crisis, ordered 
the Lord High Admiral to place four of his largest 
vessels out of commission. This instruction, howevei-, 
Howard, to his eternal credit, took the risk of disobeying, 
and on the 12th of July the Armada once more put 
to sea. A week later, while his men were enjoying a 
short spell of leave on shore, news reached the Admiral, 
during the famous game of bowls on Plymouth Hoe, 
that the enemy ivas entering the Channel. 
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The number of ships of which the Armada was com- 
posed has been variously estimated. The fleet which 
assembled in Corunna was very far from realising the 
grandiose project conceived by Santa Gmz. According 
to Spanish authorities it consisted of one hundred and 
thirty ships in ail, not a few of which were mere trans- 
ports unfitted to take any active part in an engagement 
at sea. Of the fighting ships, moreover, some vrere left 
behind at Corunna, and others were disabled in the 
storm off Finistere. It seems probable, therefore, that 
the total force which entered the Channel did not exceed 
one hundred and twenty sail. The enemy’s battle-ships 
were heavier in tonnage, but there is ground for believ- 
ing that the English were better armed, and the propor- 
tion of sailors to soldiers among the latter was much 
greater. The Spaniards, still under the influence of 
old traditions, trusted to sheer weight in hand-to-hand 
fighting ; the English, or rather the moving spirits among 
them, rested their hopes on skilful manceuvring and 
loose action. To the former the cannon appeared an 
ignoble weapon, only to be used at sea to aiTest and 
disable a hostile vessel ; their real object was always to 
grapple and board. The English, on the other hand, 
had given great attention to the manufacture of ordnance 
and training in artillery fire, and it is not the least merit 
of the Lord High Admiral that he perceived the advant- 
age of the new tactics which old-fashioned sailors had 
not yet fully realised. In a passage in the Ektory of 
the JVorkl, where he records the lesson of this experience, 
Ealeigh gives the Lord High Admiral all the credit 
which his firmness and judgment deserved. The lesson 
may, peiLaps, have guided his own conduct in the fight 
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at . Cadiz, 'wiiere' lie appears to haTe deprecated close, 
action so long as tlie artillery duel continued, thougli 
lie was tke first to grapple and board when the crucial 
uionieiit caiiie. 

Baleigli liiinself was certainly not present at the first 
engagement on the 21st, of' July. As, however, the 
great fleet , advanced through a succession of skirmishes 
farther into the Oliaiinel and appeared off Portland, 
where it now became clear they could not attempt a 
landing, he left his post of observation, and, with a 
company of gentlemen, put out in a volunteer squadron 
to swell the numbers of the Lord Admiral.^ 

As the stately pageant of battle rolled eastward, 
every successive day revealed more clearly the advantage 
of the tactics adopted by the Admiral, whose smaller 
and more manageable vessels were ever in motion, ad- 
vancing to discharge their broadsides and then retiring 

^ Some doubts have been expressed as to whether Raleigh did 
actually take part in the repulse of the Armada. It may therefore 
be well to quote the authorities upon which this statement rests. 
Van Meteran, one of the earliest and fullest chroniclers of the war, 
in his liistory of the Low Countries, quoted by liakluj^'t, men- 
tions the volunteers from Portland, and specifies Sir Walter Raleigh 
among the I'oreniust of those wliose contingents increased the 
English lleet to 100 sail. Camden also describes the volunteer 
siiuadroii, and mentions Raleigh with the noblemen whose ships 
joined the Hag, though he does not definitely refer to Portland. 
The wiiter of a despatch sent to Mendoza, Spanish ambassador 
in France at this time, also corroborates the statement in a passage 
in which he reports that the Earl of Oxford went to sea and 
served tlie (.lueen in this engagement, “as did Robert Cecil, 
Lord Dudley, and Sir Walter Raleigh, a gentleman of the Queen's 
privy chamber, and in his company a great number of young 
geiitieraen, among whom were William Cecil, Edmund Darcy, and 
Arthur Gorges.” Oldys, moreover, states in his biography that 
he liad looked through a foreign liistory in the copiy which had 
once belonged to Sir Walter, where many pa.ssages relating to him- 
self were corrected in liis own handwriting, but the affirmation 
that he had joined the fleet had been allowed to stand uneor- 
rected. 
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out of range. When the wind fell slack tiicy -were 
easily towed in and out of action by their long-hoatSj 
while the unhandy galleons lay helpless on the summer 
calms. The flagship of the Andalusian squadron, vrith 
Pedro Yaklez on board, had struck to Drake in the iirst 
day’s engagement, and a second great sliip had been 
fired and burned to the water-line. OlT Portland a 
Venetian and se venal transports were captured. On the 
25th, off the Isle of Wight, Eichard Hawkins secured a 
Portuguese galleon, which had fallen astern, and the 
8mi Marthie,^ Medina’s flagship, was in imminent danger 
of capture, when Kecalde and Mexia came to the rescue. 
Shortness of ammunition alone prevented the English 
from pushing their advantage home. The new tactics 
invoked an unprecedented consumption of powder and 
shot, for which the majority of the captains had made 
no adequate provision. In spite of these losses, however, 
there was no sensible weakening of the mighty arma- 
ment, which took up a well-chosen position under the 
guns of Calais on the 27th. But the English had gained 
confidence from the experience of five days’ fighting, 
and the Count of Nassau’s fleet was investing the har- 
bours, where Parma’s transports, hastily put together 
for the emergency, lay leaky from long inaction. Before 
he had had time to concert a plan of action with the 
generalissimo, the fire-ships, steered by two brave 
Devonians, Prowse and Young of Bideford, into tlie 
heart of the enemy’s anchorage, scared the Armada from 
its fancied security, and drove the great ships in con- 
fusion out to sea. Then, ere they could rally, the English 
adroitly secured the weather gage and barred the way 
to Calais road, where they were ordered to reform. So 
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ensiiedj on the 29th of July, the memorable battle of 
Grayelines, continuing froiu nine in the morning till six 
ill the evening, during which, according to HowaiTFs 
report, three':, Spanish galleons were sunk and four'' or 
five driven ashore. The rest, no longer a fleet but 
a confused rout of half -disabled shipping, bore away 
to the, north-east as evening fell, to encounter the 
violent gales which wrecked many more on the Scottish 
and Irish coasts, and completed the disaster for which 
the furious battery of the British guns had prepared 
them. The story of those memorable days is aptly 
summed up by Ealeigh bimself : — 

It was manifested to all nations, how the navy, which 
they had termed invincible, consisting of a luiridred and 
forty sail, was by thirty of the Queen’s ships of war and n 
few merchantmen beaten and shuffled together, even from 
the Lizard Point in Cornwall to Portland, when they shame- 
fully left Don Pedro de Valdez wuth his mighty ship ; from 
Portland to Calais, where they lost Hugo de Moneada, with 
the galleys of which he was Captain; and from Calais, 
driven with squibs from their anchors, were chased out of 
tlie sight of England round about Scotland and Ireland ; 
where, for the sympathy of their barbarous religion, hoping 
to find succour and assistance, a great part of them were 
crushed against the rocks ; and those other who landed 
(being very many in number) were notwithstanding broken, 
slain, and taken, and so sent from village to village, coupled 
in halters to be shipped to England ; where Her Majesty, of 
her q>rmcely and invincible disposition, disdaining to put 
them to death, and scorning either to retain or entertain 
them, they were all sent back again to their own country, 
to witness and recount the worthy achievements of their 
invincible navy. 

Various explanations have been put forward to 
account for the miserable failure of an enterprise which 
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at tlxe. time appeared so lormidable* ' ,ToO' little crecli,t 
'has, /however, been given 'to the forasiglit. aiid, skill of 
the English mariners, who were in advance of their 
' contemporaries in adapting . the . lines of ' tliei.r, ' ships, .and ,. 
in modifying their tactics at sea, so as to give full 
advantage and play to the ordnance which the}" liad 
perfected as a weapon of ohcnce, and which enabled 
them with comparative imimmity to liarrass, disorganise, 
and finally to disable an enemy which clung to the old 
traditions of naval warfare. Ealeigh, in his Discourse of 
the Invention of Shipping, recognised the preponderating 
advantage which his countrymen possessed, and might 
have retained by a monopoly of their iron guns, and 
laments the issue of licenses for the export of English 
ordnance abroad. 

After the defeat of the Armada the privateers re- 
doubled their activity ; and Ealeigh, involved on several 
occasions in suits brought before the Admiralty Courts 
for link vdul seizures, was bold enough to complain of 
the “great charge” which the duty of reprisals entailed 
on Her Majesty^s subjects. The charge was, we know, 
not unfrequently balanced by very ample mateiial com- 
pensations. In the following year an expedition was 
fitted out under the joint command of Drake and Norris, 
with six of the Queen's ships and twelve volunteers, to 
attempt the restoration of Don Antonio to the throne 
of Portugal. Ealeigh joined the expedition in a ship of 
his owm, without any definite commission or command. 
There are some grounds for assuming that he was 
anxious at this time to absent himself from Court. It 
is possible that the rapid advancement of Essex in royal 
favour, which became the more noticeable after the 
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deatii of' Leicester in 1'588, had' already begun to make 
his position less assured, and before that year was over 
their antagonism had led to a challenge from Essex, 
which only the intervention of the Council prevented 
from taking efiect. The expedition to Portugal was a 
failure so far as its ostensible object was coiicorned, 
though Norris was able to march six clays through the 
country to Lisbon, where he was compelled to re-enibark 
his men, decimated by some sudden epidemic of sickness. 
Paleigh, however, maintains, in his Eistory of ihe JEorldy 
that had Norris been in command of a roj-al army, 
and not a mere company of adventurers, he would have 
succeeded in driving the Spaniards out of Portugal ; and 
he adopts the sound conclusion that ‘‘ it is impossible 
for any maritime country, not having its coasts admirably 
fortified, to defend itself against a powerful enemy that 
is master of the sea.” A strange fatality now once more 
brought him into conflict with Essex, who had stolen 
away from the Court and joined the expedition wuthout 
the Queen^s knowledge, in company wnth his old friend 
Sir Eoger Williams, who had a share in the adventure. 
On the voyage homeward the fleet made a successful 
capture of sixty Hanseatic vessels hound for Spain with 
provisions and munitions of war. One of the prizes 
which fell to Ealeigh was manned by men lent him for 
the purpose by Eoger Williams, who then claimed the 
ships as his by right of salvage. This led to a dispute, 
which was ultimately settled by the Privy Council in 
Ealeigh^s favour, but the claim put forward by a paz’- 
tisan of Essex no doubt served to embitter the feeling 
between the rival favourites. After his return from 
Lisbon, Ealeigh went to Ireland. The gossip of the day 
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reported that Essex had succeeded in driving him from 
the Court, and such a rumour seems to have reached his 
ears, for he hastened to repudiate it in a letter to his 
cousin Sir George Carew. Whether or not it he true 
that the support given by Essex to tlie pretensions of 
Williams had led to a rupture which imperilled liis 
influence with the Queen, there is evidence from an 
unexpected quarter that some misiiiiclerstanding with 
his royal mistress actually did take place a'oout this 
.time. 

A grant of some three thousand acres from the 
confiscated lands in Cork had been bestowed upon 
Edmund Spenser as the reward of his services under 
Lord Grey de Wilton. He had settled in the castle 
of Kilcolman, amid scenery of surpassing beauty con- 
genial to his appreciative nature, at no great distance 
from Raleigh’s Blackwater property. The acquaintance 
between the two poets dated from the bivouac under 
the walls of Smerwick, and time had ripened their 
mutual regard. At the beginning of the year Spenser 
had sent Raleigh for perusal a portion of his Fuenj 
accompanied by the letter, w'hich is now commonly 
printed as a preface to the poem, explaining its scope 
and intention. Raleigh now paid a visit to Kilcolman, 
and urged Spenser to return wnth him to England, to 
be presented to the Queen. He persuaded him to 
publish immediately the first three cantos of the Inter }j 
and expressed his appreciation of their author’s 
genius in a sonnet which has been deservedly inscribed 
on the roll of English classics. Tliis memorable visit 
has been immortalised in the exquisite pastoral allegoiy 
which Spenser dedicated, under the title of OiAhi Cloufs 
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■mm home cigah\t(i his patron and friend. Here at 
Kiicoliiiaii, in the peace of , the well-watered woodland 
coiiiitiyj it was that the Shepherd of the Ocean from 
the Main -deep sea, borrowed the poet’s rustic pipe, 
‘^thimself as skilful in that art as any,’^ and here it seems 

His song was all a lamentable lay 

Of great imkindness and of usage hard 
Of Cynthia the Lady of the Sea, 

Which from her faultless presence him debarred. 

The Queen’s passing displeasure seems, however, to 
have been of short duration, for it was not long before 
the two poets set out together for the Court, and sailing 
past Lundy landed at St. Michael’s Mount. In the 
following year the three cantos of the Faery Queen were 
given to the world, and their author was assigned a 
pension of ^050 a year, in spite of the opposition 
of the Lord -Treasurer, whose opinion of the value of 
literature is summed up in his characteristic protest, 
‘‘All this for a song ! ” In Ealeigh’s restless, strenuous 
life of activity and ambition, spent, until the shadow 
of the Tower closed round him, in the distracting 
atmosphere of Court intrigue, amid the noise of battle, 
or the uncertainties of travel and adventure, this visit 
to a kindred spirit in the green solitudes of Kikolman 
stands out in bright relief, suggestive of many pleasant 
associations. It is perhaps not amiss that the only- 
record of their intercourse which has come down to us 
should be framed in the language of poetry. 




CHAPTER YI 


THE IKISH UNDERTAKING. MARRIAGE AND EXCLUSION 
EROM COURT 

1589-1595 

If Raleigh’s Irish undertaking ended in failure it was 
not from any want of energy on his part, although 
circumstances and the multifarious nature of his interests 
and occupations precluded his personal superintendence. 
For the Irish themselves he had little sympathy, and the 
conditions of his tenure compelled him to ignore their 
very existence. He had, it is true, in earlier days during 
the rebellion, suggested the expediency of attempting 
to win over some of the lesser Irish chieftains, who had 
been drawn to the Desmond faction rather by fear 
than sympathy. The proposal was, however, purely 
opportunist and not inspired hy any confidence in the 
character or intentions of these representative men. If 
Lord Grey, under whom he first served, had declared 
himself in favour of a Mahometan conquest of Ireland, 
Raleigh wLas equally consistent in advocating, and 
perhaps in unduly urging the policy of Thorough, It 
is difficult to-day to see through the eyes of three 
hundred years ago. No Idndlier soul, no more sensitive 
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spirit than the poet Spenser was ever connected with 
the thankless task of Irish administration, and yet die 
could see 110 hope for better things but in the depopula- 
tion of the country. Burgliley indeed had other views. 
He opposed the distribution of the forfeited lands, and 
would perhaps have ultimately contemplated the ad- 
ministration of their own local aftairs b}’ the Irish. But 
it was the stern repres^sive policy of Gilbert and Carew, 
which secured the Queen’s approval and Ealeigh’s un- 
questioning commendation. To Ormonde, who, himself 
an Irishman, was less uncompromising, save when 
dealing with the hereditary foes of his race, Ealeigh was 
throughout strongly opposed In two years of his rule in 
Munster traitors had, he said, multiplied by a thousand, 
and his employment only intensified the bitterness of 
rebellion, since a Geraldine would rather die a thousand 
deaths than be subdued by a Butler. Not less vigorous 
in later days was his opposition to the policy of Essex, 
who, with no previous experience of Irish government, 
inaugurated his assumption of office with a promise of 
amnesty and restitution. A man of Baleigh’s tempera- 
ment could not understand a policy which alternated a 
merciless use of the curb with a reckless abandonment of 
the reins. Eightly or wrongly he was firmly consistent 
to the view which from the first he had deliberately 
formed, and like the majority of his contemporaries he 
admitted no extenuating plea for rebellion. 

Holding these views it is perhaps not surprising, 
however deplorable such an opinion may seem to us 
to-day, that he was by no means troubled in his 
conscience as to the means by which rebels might 
legitimately be removed. The ceaseless harassing 


92 


SIJ^ WALTER RALEIGH 


CHAP. 


guerilla war,' maintained against the GoYemnieiit and 
the new settlers, had hardened men’s hearts to a pitch 
of ferocity, which we may understand without excusing ; 
and the continual menace of foreign invasion, facilitated 
hy the internal enemies of the realm in Ireland, had 
extinguished their natural scruples as to niethods of 
repression. It was not merely that a price was set on 
the heads of rebels openly proclaimed : in the sixteenth 
century no man wmld have questioned the expediency 
of such procedure p but the practice of secret assassina- 
tion had come to be condoned and countenanced. Even 
the pious Earl of Sussex is convicted, by a damning 
letter to the Queen, of having siihorned a messenger 
from Shan O’Neill to kill his master for a reward; and 
the self-confessed pei'petrator of a second attempt to 
remove him hy poison escaped wdtiioiit , punishment 
under the same^ administration. On this subject some 
correspondence passed between Ealeigli and Sir Eobert 
Cecil, who avovred an antipathy to the use of poison, 
hut otherwise was not much troubled with scruples. 
Ealeigh’s letter, in, reply, it would seem, to one asking for 
his ad\dce, has been preserved. No date is aflixed, but 
it has generally been assigned to the autuinn of 1598. 
The wording and reference are not clear, but its meaning 
cannot be misinterpreted or explained away. There are 
many spots in the sun of his great reputation, and if by 
his enemies this letter has often been quoted in malice, 
his admirers can find nothing to urge in extenuation, 
save that such views were common to many of his 
contemporaries. It can only be quoted as it stands. 

Sir — I t can be no disgrace if it were known that the 
killing of a rebel were practised ; for you see that the lives 




of anointed Princes are dail}’' songlit, and we liave always in 
Ireland given liead-money for tlie killing of rebels, wko are 
evermore proclaimed at a price. So was tlie Earl of Desmond, 
and so have all rebels been practised against. ISTotwitli- 
standing, I liave written this enclosed to- Stafford, wlio only 
recommended tliat knave to me upon kis credit. Bnt, for 
yourself, you are not to be tonclied in tlie matter. Ami for 
me I am more sorry for being deceived tlian for being 
declared in tlxe practice. — Your Lordship’s ever to do you 
service, , W. Paleigh. ' 

He liatlx notliing under my hand but a passport. 

One of the conditions of the vast grants made to the 
undertakers in Ireland ^vas that the country should 
be re-peopled with well-affected Englishmen. Ealeigh 
sought in Somerset, Devon, and Cornwall for such 
colonists, whom he established with their wives and 
children in Cork, Waterford, and Tipperary. Discover- 
ing that the climate of the southern portion of the island 
was favourable to the growth of tobacco, he established 
a plantation in his garden at Youghal. He introduced 
the potato, wnth other plants and trees whose cultivation 
wms new to Ireland, He also brought over miners from 
Cornwall to prospect. But the principal industry which 
he eiideavoiired to foster was the utilisation of the ample 
timber which Irish forests produced. This scheme com- 
mended itself on political, no less than on economical 
grounds, for the dense forest districts had become hiding- 
places for the hunted population, and were a source of 
permanent danger in time of rebellion. An opening for 
a profitable trade wm found in the manufacture of 
barrel-boards, pipe-staves, and hogsheads for the con- 
tinental wine-trade, and he employed one hundred and 
fifty skilled labourers and workmen in their manufacture. 
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Tlie Privy Council, however, soon interfered w-itli this 
promising industry, and prohibited the exportation of 
pipe-staves. It was not until 1593 that a eonditioiial 
license was obtained for export to England, with a 
proviso that so much timber only should be felled a.s 
could conveniently be spared, that none should bo cut 
on lands escheated to the Queen, and that the Lord 
High Admiral should have a right of pre-emption for 
the public service. It is therefore a palpable absurdity 
to endeavour to make Ealeigh responsible, a,s a recent 
able but partisan writer has done, for the disafibresting 
of the whole island. 

The survivors of the original Irish population had 
retired into the hills, and it was not long before their 
presence on the borders of his estate became a menace 
to the immigrants, whom they regarded as their natural 
enemies and supplanters. Unfortunately also for 
Ealeigh’s schemes, the first years of investment and 
organisation had not yet been succGoded by a period of 
realisation -when lie fell into disgrace. The jealousy 
and dislike which Sir Walter had long aimised among 
the majority of his contempoi’aries v-erc then rcveakHl 
in all their intensity. It would appear tliat Sir AY". 
Fitewilliam, who was Lord-Deputy in 1592, had also 
personal grounds for making the hand of autliority lie 
heavily on the fallen favourite. In July of that year 
Ealeigh VTote from the Tower to Lot^Eobert Cecil, 
protesting against the treatment which his tenants had 
received. For a debt of fifty marks, which was paid 
upon application, and that moreover the first ;rent paid 
to the Crown by any undertaker, the Lord- Deputy 
had substituted a claim for <£400, and had sent an 
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order to the Slieriff to distrain upon the tenants’ cattle 
if the money were not paid the same day. Five 
hundred kine were accordingly seized by the Sheriff 
from these rnifortunate people, who had but a cow 
or two apiece to support their wives and families 
in a strange countiy, where they had only^ recently 
arrived. Nor was this the only complaint he had to 
prefer. In this and in a subsequent letter he prophecies 
a recrudescence of rebellion if the administration be not 
seriously taken in hand, and protests against the levity 
and indifference with w^hich his warnings ^vere received 
at Court. It was indeed not long before bis predictions 
were verified. Meanwhile he realised that the con- 
sequences of his disgrace were making themselves felt 
across the sea; and his difficulties were not with the 
central authorities alone. He appears to have fallen into 
the hands of an imsatisfactory agent, one Henry Pine, 
w^hose illegal appropriations he imited the Privy Council 
to restrain. The Council registers, moreover, show that 
he was involv^ed in constant disputes with his English 
lessees. In the end he became discouraged by the 
difficulties which the reclaiming of this 'Host land” 
presented to an absentee, and wnrs glad to sell the 
whole of his Irish property, with the exception of one 
old castle and demesne, wiiich remained in the occupa- 
tion of the famous centenarian Countess of Desmond, to 
Eichard Boyle, afterw^ards Earl of Cork, under whose 
personal management the estate soon began to prosper. 
Nor w^as the experiment of his friend Spenser destined 
to be more fortunate. The historic house at Kilcolman 
wms ];mrncd to the ground and the estate devastated by 
the rebels in Tyrone’s rising. One of bis children 



96 


SIJ? WALTER RALE/CB 


CHAP. 


perished in the fire, and it was this calamity which 
finally broke the poet’s heart and haster.ed his untimely 
death. 

If some temporary cloud had in the year 1589 
threatened the. ■ fair : prospects of Eaieigii’s . position at 
Court, the malignant influence .was of. short .duration, 
and after his return to London with Spenser he at once 
recovered his ascendency. The restoration to favour 
was no doubt accelerated b}^ the disgrace of Essex, wdio 
in 1590 incurred the Queen’s deep displeasure by Ms 
secret marriage with Sidney’s widow, Frances 'Walsing- 
ham, which she stigmatised as a iiiisallirince. There 
was never room at once for both these ardent spirits 
at the Queen’s right hand, and it was inevitable that as 
one advanced the other should decline. It was at this 
period that Raleigh took up so warmly the defence of 
Udall, and a more congenial ocenpatioii was the equip- 
ment of a new expedition to intercept the Spanish Plate- 
Fleet at the Azores, on its return from the hlain. Once 
again, however, his ambition to distinguish himself 
as a sailor was tli^varted, and his appointment as "^dice- 
Admiral cancelled. His presence at Court could not be 
dispensed with. The command of the sc^iiadron vras 
entrusted to Lord Thomas Howard, for Drake was at 
present also out of favour, the victim of jealous intrigues, 
and Raleigh’s place wms taken by his cousin, the 
immortal Sir .Richard Grenville, who sailed in the 
Bevmge. On this occasion the Spaniards bad timely 
news of the presence of the Queen’s ships at the Azores, 
and a pow^erfiil fleet of fifty sail, despatclied to cover the 
movements of the Plate ships, surprised Lord Thoma,s 
in the islands. Of the -six battleships and six victuallers 
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wliicli cornposed his .little squadron, eleven cut their 
cables or weighed anchor in haste and got clear away. 
Grenville, however, -who refused to believe that the 
approaching fleet xvas any other than the Indian 
■weighed at leisure, or -was delayed in re-embarking the 
numerous sick, wdio - had been put ashore from . the 
“pestered and rummaging ships,” when the hostile fleet 
bore downi on them. 

Lord Thomas had got the wind of the Spaniards 
and was secure from attack ; but Grenville, finding the 
Spaniards on his -weather side, greatly determined to 
maintain tiie honour of Her Majesty’s ship and pass 
through the enemy’s two squadrons in their despite. 
The w^ell-nigh incredible story of the action wi'iich 
ensued is told by Sir Walter in his report of the Tmth 
of the Fight about the Isles of the Azores, publisheil in the 
year 1591, w’-luch thus constitutes his first appearance 
before the public as a %vriter of prose. The simple 
beauty of the n amative in which he records the heroic 
death of his kinsman, who though “ of great means, -^vas 
also of unquiet mind and greatly addicted to war,” 
w?-ould alone have sufficed to make the name of its 
author memorable, and it is not its least merit to have 
directl}-^ inspired one of the noblest ballads in the English 
language. 

Grenville’s conduct, wdiich resulted in the loss of one 
of the Queen’s ships, the first actually taken in wur by 
the Spaniards, had been severely criticised ; and dearly 
bought as it w-as, the action was credited in Spain as a 
victory to Alonzo de Bazan. Monson, who WTitOvS from 
the point of vicAv of the professional sailor, charges 
Grenville wdth a breach of the discipline of wur. Eichard 
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Hawkins, who acquits him of deliberate disobedience to 
orders, nevertheless observes that ‘‘the best, valour is to 
obey and follow the head, seem that good or bad which 
is commanded.” The general opinion in Erighand v;as 
that expressed by Monson, and' it was to defend liis 
cousin from these criticisms that Ealeigb wrote the 
memorable pamphlet, which at the same time furnished 
him with an opportunity for justifying hi public the 
war policy with which he was identified. He speaks 
with entire approval of Lord Thomas Howard's decision 
to refuse action with his little scpaadroii. Undoubtedly 
he w'as right in making the safety of the Queen's ships 
his first care. But Sir Richard Grenville, — who will 
venture to assert that he was not right also, if *=*out 
of the greatness of his heart he conlcl not be persuaded ” ? 

Upon the glowing text of tliis immortal action 
Raleigh elected to preach his undying hate of priest- 
craft and of Spain, compared with whose yoke ‘Hhe 
obedience even of the Turk is easy and a liberty.” 

For matter of religion [he wrote] it would require a 
particular volume, to set down how irreligiously they cover 
tlieir greedy and ambitious practices with the %'eil of piety ; 
for, sure am I, there is no kingdom or commonwealth in 
all Europe, but if reformed, they invade it for religion’s 
sake ; if it be, as they term, catholic, they pretend title ; as 
if the kings of Castile were the natural heirs of all the 
world ; and so, between both, no kingdom is unsought. 
Where they dare not with their own forces invade, they 
basely entertain the traitors and vagabonds pf all nations ; 
seeking by those and their renegade Jesuits to win parts ; 
and have by that means ruined many noble houses and 
others in this land, and have extinguished both their lives 
and families. Let not therefore any Engiislmian, of wliat 
religion soever, have other opinion of the Spaniard, but that 
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those whom he seeketh to win. in our nation he esteeinetli 
base and traitorous, unworthy persons, or inconstant fools ; 
and that lie, uaetli his pretence of religion for no other 
purpose, but to bewitch ns from the obedience of our natural 
prince : thereby hoping in time to bring us to slavery and 
subjection. 

And 3 ^et the writer of this uncompromising philippic 
was one day to he tried for conspiring with Spain ‘‘‘ to 
alter religion and bring in the Eoman superstition.'' 

The action at the Azores stimulated the prosecution 
of the war at sea. It was believed that Philip, realising 
that his argosies would never be safe while the English 
fleets were free to roam abroad, was preparing for a 
new attack on the English Channel, and the Queen’s 
far-sighted councillors continually urged the policy of 
keeping the enemy occupied with the defence of his 
own coasts and oversea possessions. Ealeigh was per- 
mitted to erjuip a fleet on the model of the successful 
expeditions organised by Drake, who w«as still under 
the shadow of royal displeasure. He exhausted his 
own available resources, and was obliged to borrow 
heavily in addition^ to complete the equipment of his 
squadron. But there, was a ready response to his call for 
volunteers. Sir John Hawkins was one of the chief 
adventurers, and the City of London contributed two 
ships with a I’ound sum of money. Six vessels of the 
Earl of Cumberland joined his flag, and the royal niuy 
was represented by the Garland and the Foresight In 
March, 1592, the fifteen sail of liis command had 
mustered in the Thames, hut contrary winds delayed 
them there till the beginning of May. 

‘We are now confronted with one of the many 
enigmas in the perplexed story of his life. It is evident 
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that Up , to .tlie moment of liis departure liis iiifliieiice 
oTer the Queen was undiniinislied, and that lie was in 
full enjoyment of the royal favour, whicli, with one 
^temporary break 'in. 1589, had: continually advanced his, 
fo,rfciiiies ; for ■ in January of ■■this year tlici estate and 
ciistle of Sherborne, which ho had long coA'caAl, was 
■assigned to him. . ■nSherbome belonged, to the see of 
Salisbury, and, by one of those not ver}’ creditable 
arrangeiiients which w^ere countenanced in Tinior times, 
its surrender to the Crown on a ninGt: 3 '-~riine yoai’s' lease 
was, probably at Ealeigh’s suggestion, made a condition 
of the appointment of Dr. Cold well to the bishopric. 
Moreover, in spite of his appointment as general of the 
beet, Elizabeth had urged him not to leave the Court, 
and extracted from him a promise to return after the 
ships were safely got to sea, if he could persiuuio the 
adventurers to sail under Sir Martin Frobisher as his 
substitute. The gossips, however, whispered that Sir 
Walter liad good reasons for wishing to absent himself 
from Court. He sailed on the 6th of May, and on the 
following day was overtaken by Frobisher, betu-ing the 
Queen’s ordei-s for his return. He did not at once obey 
her commands, believing himself bomid, iirnler the 
arrangement made with his royal mistress, to ascertain 
how far his fellow^adventurers were disposed to acquiesce 
in the transfer of leadership. It was late in the season 
to contemplate the proposed attack on Panama, and 
advices received at sea suggested a change of phin. He 
divided the force into two squadrons, one of which, 
under Frobishei*, was directed to cruise oil the Spanish 
coast and check the despatch of any armament, while 
the other, under Sir John Borough, was to take up a 
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station at tlie Azores with a view to intercepting the 
carracks from the Indies on their homeward voyage. 
Having, completed these- dispositions . he,- set his own- 
coiirse for Eii gland, and on his arrival was immediately 
committed to the Tower,. He now realised the meaning 
of his peremptory recall. He had justly incurred the 
Qiieerds deep displeasure. A dispassionate .exmni nation 
of the scanty evidence which has come down to us 
leaves little doubt that he had sinned against the social 
law in a manner riot uncommon among' the courtiers of 
the time. In similar circumstances, however, both 
Leicester ' and Essex found forgiveness more readily 
than Ealeigli did. If the wrong with wdiich he stands 
charged was unlike his chivalrous nature, at least he 
was prompt in repairing it, and the whole story of his 
after-life makes it easier to pardon than explain. Sir 
Nicholas Throgmorton, one of the Queen’s most devoted 
servants and formerly her ambassador at Paris, had now 
been in his grave some twenty years. His. orphan 
daughter, named after the Queen and perhaps her god- 
daughter, had, as soon as years permitted,' been adopted 
at Court as one of the maids of honoiuV among whom 
she was pre-eminent for her gifts of mind and person. 
The brillia.iit .Captain , of the Guard, who in his rest- 
less busy life seemecl to have found no time for 
love, unpopular as he was among the group wvhich 
surrounded the throne, found favour in the eyes of the 
tall fair lady who staked her all to wdn Mm. In spite 
of the malice with 'which his enemies vrere ever ready 
to attack him, oiily one written record has come down 
to us which need imply miy more heinous than 

a secret marriage, if %ve except a vague reference in Sir 
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B-obert CeciFs letters toEaleiglFs “brutish offence”; hot 
the authority of Camden, the second part of whose Annals 
was published during the lifetime of Lady Ealoigh, 
must be admitted to have the gravest weiglit. In a 
letter addressed to Cecil on the eve of his departure 
with the fleet, he wrote : “ I mean not to come away as 
they say I will for fear of a marriage, and I know not 
what. , , I beseech you to suppress, what you can, any 
such malicious report. For I profess before God, there 
is none on the face of the earth that I would be fastened 
unto.” While it is difficult to accept the theory put 
forward by Raleigh’s most conscientious biographer that 
here the word “ sooner ” or “ rather ” is omitted before 
“fastened unto” and to admit that the passage as it 
stands is obviously incomplete ; it is also difficult to 
believe that, if the relations between Raleigh and 
Elizabeth Throgmorton were already in March matter 
of comment at Court, some echo should not have reached 
the Queen’s ears before his definite supercession in l\[ay. 
Again, while it is not impossible, as some biographers 
have suggested, that, in spite of his letter to Cecil, a 
secret marriage may already liave taken place before lie 
sailed, it can hardly be assumed that the Queen, jealous 
of ail rivalry and high-handed as she could ]:)e when 
offended, would have committed both the lovers to the 
Tower for what at wmrst could only be regarded as a 
violation of the respect due to Her Majesty as the 
mistress of her Court, It is easier and more logical to 
adopt the accepted theory that the marriage was an act 
of reparation, which probably took place in the Tower. 
A possible clue to the origin of their intimacy may be 
traced in the Faery Queen where, as we have already 
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seen, Spenser admittedly recorded current events under 
lire veil of allegory. Tlie poet tliere tells how Anioret, 
^.rallving alone in tlie woods, was assailed by a savage 
monster, who was carrying her away when Timias came 
to her rescue and engaged him in deadly combat. The 
monster relinquishing liis victim, but still unsubdued, 
tlies at the approach of Belplimhe, who follows in 
pursuit and slays him. But on her return she finds the 
faithless Timias kissing the eyes of Amoret and softly 
lirndling the hurts she had received from the savnge. 

Is this the faith 1 she said, — and said no more, 

But turned her face and fled away for evermore. 

Save for this brief reference, suggesting some 
romantic episode in which their association took its 
rise, and Ealeigh’s own words of passionate retro- 
spection, addressed to his wife, ‘‘I chose you and I 
loved you in my happiest times, the rest is silence. It 
can only be assumed, if Camden’s ominous sentence be 
founded on fact, and it is almost impossible to set it 
aside, that Elizabeth Throgmorton, whose consistently 
no].)Ie character, vdiose fearless and unshaken devotion 
to her unhappy husband, entitle her to all men’s respect, 
is equally entitled to their indulgent judgment for the 
very human error to which she yielded to secure his 
love. It may also fairly be assumed that Raleigh, who, 
assailed by every form of criticism in the course of his 
public career, has, nevertheless, escaped the charges of 
gallantry and infidelity so common in his age,^ had 

■' Tliere is in a letter to his wife, which he believed to be bis 
last, an allusion w^hich points to the existence of an illeAtiniate 
daughter, but tliere is nothing to connect her existence with any 
pvarticular period of bis life. 
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only deferred an open avowal to a more fraorinroie 

monient, from a knowledge that the 

sent to his marriage would not be granted, and that 

tliG proposition would only thwart his immediate 

ambitions. 

It was many years before he was restored to royal 
favour. The erring maid of honour was never received 
again by the Queen, who, much as she might resent a 
scandal at Court, was still less able to pardon tie 
affront to her own paramount claims to a inono])oly of 
admiration. The maiTiage, begun in these iiiauspieious 
circumstances, proved, nevertheless, the happiest of 
unions, and Arthur Throgmorton, Lady lialeigii's 
brother, became one of Sir Walter's few fast friends. 
She herself gave him not only the woman’s sympatliy 
which his life had hitherto lacked, hut she br<.mgbt with 
her a masculine brain and breadth of view, which made 
her at once the trusted confidant and coadjutor of her 
ambitious husband. Every mention of her from his 
pen has a note of genuine tenderness, which, in the 
course of a correspondence often inevitably artificial 
and diplomatic, never fails to ring true ; and the letter 
which he addressed to her, when at the outset of liis 
•misfortunes be had resolved upon a desperate coui'se, is 
a human document which, after the lapse of three 
centuries, illuminates their inner life with a greul and 
touching pathos. The story of Lady Laleigh is one of 
a long devotion to a man she had chosen and of an 
ungnidging self-sacrifice to his hopeless cause, which 
secured her the respect and admiration of his more 
fortunate contemporaries. Her best days were spent 
in slia,ring the hardships and humiliations of his long 
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iiiiprisoniiientj and after Ms death ' she devoted the 
remaining years' of, her life to the defence of his 

memory.. 

While Ealeigii lay fretting in the Tower, the fleet 
which he had organised had wmn ' a very notable success. 
Frobisher had duly kept the Spanish warships occupied 
on the coast, and'Boroiiglds squadron had, after a sharp 
action, taken the great carrack of Portugal, the ilfadrc 
ile Dios, of seven decks and sixteen hundred tons, the 
richest prize ever brought to England, containing spices, 
musk, amber, ebony, precious stones and pearls valued 
at £500,000. 

Meanwdiile he was not ashamed to indulge in any 
artifice to secure his release, protesting that liis heart 
was never broken till the day on -which he heard of 
the Queen’s departure from town, writing letters in 
the extravagant manner of the day, loaded with the 
hyperbolical phrases in which her courtiers were 
accustomed to address their fiattery-loving mistress, 
or feigning madness because the keeper of the Tower 
refused to allow him on the river -wlien the Queen’s 
]:)arge ivas passing. It was an age of conceits and 
extravagance, and no one understood his royal mistress 
better than Ealeigh. His object was to escape from 
durance, and he -was little trouhlcd at having to play 
the part vrhich he thought best calculated to attain this 
end. But his despairing appeals were vain, until the 
iurival of the great carrack at Dartmouth created a 
diversion, wdiich served, if not to restore him cora- 
]_detely to liberty, at any rate to release him from a 
restraint which to his restless nature was irksome as 
well as humiliating. The expedition had in reality 
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been a privateering enterprise, in which the C^ueen was 
only a, part adventurer with Ealeigh, Hawkins, and the 
rest, undertaken at their joint risks and for their comiiioii 
profit. The Earl of Cumberland had also placed his 
squadron under the Queen^s officers, and the rule had 
been laid down that there should be no pillage of prizes 
until all captures had been brought into port. There 
was considerable conflict as to who was entitled to the 
credit for the capture of the carrack. The action had 
lasted from ten in the morning, through the after- 
noon, and on into the night, and the EaiTs men had 
boarded and finally taken the ship. Borough claimed 
possession in the Queen’s name, but, in the brief 
space during which Cumberland’s men held heiy they 
had laid hands on a great deal of the more portable 
wealth which she carried in pearls and precious stones, 
and while Ealeigh’s ships furnished the Mailre He Dm 
with sails and cables, and stood by to escort her on a 
perilous journey in stormy weather to Dartmouth, they 
made their way to other harbours, and disposed of their 
plunder unobserved. Plenty of loot was also offered for 
sale in the markets at Dartmouth and Plymoutli, and 
the adventurers realised that their valuable prize would 
soon be considerably lightened if strong measures were 
not promptly enforced. Orders were sent to Cornwall 
and Devon that all baggage from the western ports 
was to be examined, and Eobert Cecil was despatched 
in haste as a commissioner for the apportionment of 
interests, while Burghley persuaded the Queen to grant 
Ealeigh permission to leave the Tower in proper charge, 
and journey west to . superintend the division of tlie 
spoil Cecil reached Dartmouth only a few diiys 
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before tlie Queen of Engiand^s poor captive, as Ealeigii 
styled nimself. Groat as was his unpopularity in London, 
liis own people in the 'West knew him and appreciated 
Ms worth: “I assure you, sir,” wrote .Cecil, ^‘liis poor 
servants, to the number of one hundred and forty 
goodly men, and all the mariners came to him with such 
shouts and joy, that I never sau" a man more troubled 
to quiet them in niy life.” Of tlie more precious freight 
of the earrack, little was recovered, but there remained 
five hundred tons of spices, besides ebony, silks and 
tapestries. The total value of the cargo disposed of 
by the commissioners came to under £1*50,000, which 
must, however, be multiplied by five to represent its 
approximate value to-day. Ealeigh had anticipated 
that the carrack would be worth £200,000, and in a 
letter to the Lord-Treasurer he refers to a suggestion 
which he had made that the Queen^s share, which he 
calculated at a tenth part only, that is to say £20,000, 
should be set down at £100,000, his own share being 
sacrificed, apparently as the price of his release from 
captivity. The correspondence as it stands is enig- 
matical, but the following passage seems clearly to 
indicate such a proposal. “Instead of £20,000 if I 
had made it £100,000, and done injury to none but 
myself, I hope it may be thought that it proceeded from 
a faithful mind and a true desire to serve Her. Four- 
score thousand pounds is more than ever a man presented 
Her j\Iajesty as yet. If God hath sent it for my ransom, 
I hope Her Majesty of Her abundant goodness will 
accept it.”’ This letter was written before his journey 
to Dartni«nith, and is dated from the Tower. His calcula- 
tions were rather too sanguine, but by whatever casuistry 
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Elizabetli may have justified to her conscience a solii” 
tion which satisfied her avarice, the final apportionment 
was approximately on the scale of Ealeiglfs proposal. 
Out of a total of £d4 1,000, £36,000 were assigned to 
the Earl of Cumberland, whose ■ disbiirsenieiits^ were 
only estimated at ' £19,000, and whose . men had already 
annexed a large share of the spoils p £36,000 again were 
assigned to Raleigh and his fellow-adventurers, out of 
which it was stipulated that the City of London should 
receive £6000 clear profit. The result for the other 
partners who claimed to have made the royal ships 
good for sea was a net loss, "which was not wiped out 
by a deduction of £3000 from the Queen’s share. The 
balance, it would seem, or nearly half of the total profit 
went to the Crown, and restrictive meavsures in the 
public markets were promptly enforced to prevent 
competition with the sale of the plunder. Raleigh had 
thus fairly paid his ransom, and he did not return to 
the Tower. In December he dates his correspondence 
from Durham House, and some six month’s later he 
withdrew to Sherborne, where he seems to have 
resided for the most part during the two following 
years, engaged in planting and developing his estate, or 
in preparations for his famous expedition to Guiana, 
There is a letter from Lady Raleigh to Robert Cecil, with 
whom she remained through life on terms of friendly 
and confiding intercourse, endorsed February Stli, 1593, 
which throws a pleasant sidelight on that domestic life, 
and reveals her anxiety in those first years of ixtarriage 
to retain her husband at her side, even at the expense 
of his ambition. It seems to indicate that his plans for 
the voyage were already maturing, and warrants the 
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assumption that her influence contributed to defer the 
enterprise for a while. 

I liope for my sake you will rather draw Sir Walter 
towards the east than help him forward toward the snn- 
setj if any respect to me or love to him he not forgotten. 
But every niontli hath liis flower and every season his 
contentment, and you great counsellors are so full of new 
counsels, as you are steady in nothing ; but we poor souls 
that hath bought sorrow^ at a high price desire, and can be 
pleased with, the same misfortune we hold, fearing altera- 
tions will but multiply misery, of which we have already 
felt sufficient. I know only your persuasions are of effect 
with him, and held as oracles tied to them by love ; there- 
fore I humbly beseech you rather stay him than further 
him. By the which you shall bind me for ever. 

And for two years she had her way, but it was 
toward the sunset that his heart was dnuvn, and the 
dream, of his life was now at last to be realised. 
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Hil lh6 Queen shown ,ny dieposition to relent in hei 
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or some new outlet for his indomitable energy jf'- 
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band 01 W Dorado, whither the princes of Peru 

no 
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had withdrawn into a world of mystery, guarded by im- 
penetrable jungles, and enmeshed by uiiiiavigated streams, 
appealed to his eager imagination, w^hile his practical 
ambition thirsted to disprove, by adding an empire to 
tlic narrow bounds of British sovereignty, the monstrous 
claim of Philip to all the unconquered lands beyond tlie 
ocean. In the dedication to his Discovery of Guiana he 
refers to a treatise \yhich he composed on the West 
Indies, in which the possibility of invasion is discussed. 
His present design, however, Avas rather to open a 
new region, which had baffled the patient virtue of the 
Spaniard. 

The credulity with, which he has been charged in 
countenancing the fables with which the sixteenth 
century associated the name of Guiana, he shared with 
his contemporaries, who readily accepted what Hume 
has unjustly stigmatised as deliberate falsehoods in- 
vented to popularise his scheme. Indeed, the legend 
which for upwards of two centuries continued to lure 
new dreamers to follow the quest of the golden city in 
the fever swamps and silent forests of the West, w^as 
based on some foundation of reality. In the 3 "ear lo35 
an Indian, sent by the Cacique of Bogota to visit the 
Inca of Peru, arrived a,t Quito, and found the land in 
possession of a new white race, who bestrode strange 
animals of marvellous swiftness, and carried mysterious 
weapons which dealt death from afar. From the lips of 
this Indian the strangers who had come from the sea 
heard the tale of a great chieftain in his own land 
^vho on appointed festivals betook himself with all his 
people to a solitary tarn in the mountains. There he 
was anointed with perfumed resin and powdered from 
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head to foot with dust of gold. Thus equipped he 
embarked in his canoe, and putting out into the middle 
of the lake plunged into the sacred waters, and 
figuratively, with the gold-dust, washed awa}* the offences 
of his })eople. The story, repeated with circumstantial 
detail by the historian Orviedo to Cardinal Benibo, was 
no idle invention of the brain. Three hundred t'ears 
later an English traveller found the tradition still pre- 
served among the degenerate population in the ranges 
north of Bogota, near the holy lake of Giiatavita. 
They believed, moreover, that, wlien the land was 
conquered by the Spaniards, the old inhabitants had 
thrown all that remained of their wealth into the lake, 
and that the portion of the Cacique was the burden of a 
hundred men laden with gold-dust. A further legend, 
based on no reasonable foundation, made its way to 
Europe not many years after the story of the golden 
king. On the death of the last Inca some still surviv- 
ing member of the royal house was said to have led 
his people across the Andes, to found a new empire 
beyond the "white man's ken. The name of El Dorado, 
the gilded chief, was transferred to this undiscovered 
land, vrhich ever receded before the advance of the 
explorer, while its visionary horde grew with every 
repetition of the tale. Somewhere between the Andes 
and the Atlantic, the Terra Ferme and the Amazon, on 
a lake two hundred miles in length, there lay a great 
city called Manoa. There a new Inca had revived the 
glories of the ancient court of Atahualpa, where Pi?.arro 
found, when he weighed the loot of precious metals, 
'C52,000 marks of good silver, and 1,326,000 and 500 
pesoes of gold.” 
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The eaiiiest attempt to enter Guiana was, however, 
iiiidoiibtedly anterior to. the visit of the Cacique’s envoy 
to, Quito, for the Germans,' the pioneers of colonisation 
0.11 Yeiieziiela, had already in 1530 advanced westward 
under Ambrose von Alfinger, and about the same time 
Diego de Ordaz first essa^yed the exploration of the 
Amazon. Aliinger perished at the hands of the Indians, 
vrhom he treated "with savage severity, and some years 
later another expedition under Nicholas Federnian led 
to no result ; but in the mountains of Bogota, he, coming 
from the north -yT-st, joined hands wdth Gonzalo de 
Quesnada, the conqueror of New Granada, and Sebastian 
de Belalcazar, who had marched from Quito in the 
south. In 1540 Gonzalo Pizarro, setting out from 
Quito, reached a branch of the Amazon. Dividing his 
forces he despatched Orellana in a hastily constructed 
vessel to explore two thousand leagues of unknown 
w'aterwa}'s to the Atlantic, and himself continued his 
march through trackless wilds, only after tw~o years 
to return with a remnant of his force, gaunt with 
famine, savage, unrecognisable. Well might Ealeigh 
testify of the Spaniards that never had any nation 
endured so many misadventures and miseries, and yet 
persisted with invincible constancy in their Indian 
discoveries. Philip von liutten was the next to follow 
until a band of Germans and Spaniards from Coro in 
Venezuela, to be defeated after wandering for a year 
among liniiling streams and forests. But his faith 
in the phantom gold led the chivalrous Hutten to set 
out once more on the path of doom with such few 
folloivers as his persuasive eloquence could enlist. Far 
Ksoutli in, the land of the Omaguas'he is reported to have 
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beheld a great city' spreading' beyond the range of siglitj 
in the midst of which, his guides assurcMl him, arose tlic 
palace of the golden colossi. There he was attacked l)y 
the Omagiias, and compelled to retire se^'crel}' wounded, 
only ' to be' .murdered at his journey’s ' end . by ..... the 
Spaniards who had meainvhile seized the govenimerit ir^ 
Coro. Twmnty years passed before the viceroy of Peru 
organised a new expedition under Pedro de Ursua, 
Among his three hundred volunteers wars a certain 
Lope de Aguirre, one of those monsters 'who from time 
to time appear in the records of savage exploration, 
lie murdered his captain and the fair Donna Inez, who 
for love of Ursua had followed him into the ^YiId6^ness, 
and led a band of desperadoes, in a wild carnival of 
blood and debauchery, through Cruiaiia into Venezuela, 
where he met with a just fate at the hands of the 
Spanish authorities. Rumours of these and succeeding 
voyages, coloured by the imagination and superstition of 
the old mariners, had inspired the day-dreams of Walter 
Raleigh’s youth, and affected unconsciously the reason- 
ing of later years. Of more recent adventurers who 
had essayed the quest, two only call for mention here. 
The first was the Portuguese, Pedro de , Silva,, who in 
1569 and again five years afterwards, penetrated into 
the interior. Of his second ill-fated expedition one 
solitary survivor, Juan Martin de Abazar, returned after 
years spent as a prisoner with the natives of the 
Orinoco. The second 'was Antonio de Perreo, Raleigh’s 
immediate predecessor, ^vho was collecting material for a 
second attempt to reach the mysterious capital, in virtue 
of a patent frotn the King of Spain, w'hen the English 
arrived in Trinidad, of which he was acting as Governor. 
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In 1594 Ealeigli despatched 'Captain Jacob Wliiddon 
to make a preliminary survey of the mouths of the 
O'riiioco, Berreo , received him with outward courtesy, 
and gave ' him an iiiidertaking that his men should 
water and cut wood, without molestation. ■ During 
Wliiddoids absence, however, on a visit to the Elizabeih 
BonaveMkire, which had come in from the West Indies, 
his sliip^s company landed by invitation to kill a doe, 
and in ' the woods a number of them were set upon 
by Berreo^s men and held as prisoners. Weakened by 
this treachery Whiddori was obliged to return with little 
accomplished, hut Raleigh had now an account to settle 
with the Governor which his lieutenant would not 
allow him to forget. At the end of the jmar, Robert 
Dudley, Leicester’s son, arrived in Trinidad, and thence 
despatched a boat up the Orinoco, which explored three 
hundred miles of river, wdiile he waited some time 
in the hope of seeing Raleigh, of wdiose projected 
expedition he was auvare. In spite of its piiority his 
journey did not attract much attention. He lacked 
the magic of the pen, which enthralled the readers of 
Raleigh’s vivid narrative. 

Sir Walter set sail from Plymouth on the 6th of 
February, 1595, with a commission in which the 
customary form of ‘‘trusty and vmll beloved” was 
significantly omitted. He had full powers to ofiend 
and enfeeble the King of Spain and his subjects to the 
uttermost, to take possession of unoccupied lands, and 
to resist by arms all who should attempt to establish 
themselves mu thin t\YO hundred leagues of his settlement. 
Cecil had a share in the venture, in which all Raleigh’s 
ov.-m available resources Mmre invested, and the Lord 
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High Admiral contributed a ship, the IJlidu, 

which Joined him. in. Trinidad. Here he also expected 
Amyas P.r0stoii and , Summers, but these two captains 
abandoned Guiana for their famous raid upon L-a* 
Giiayra. The number of his companies is not reeorrled, 
hut nearly one hundred composed the exploi'ing party 
up the Orinoco. Among the gentlemen adveaitiirci’s 
were John Gilbert, his nephew, a son of Sir Eielnird 
Grenville, and Biitshead Gorges, another cousin. After- 
some profitable captures in the Canaries they made 
Punto de Gallo in Trinidad in March, and found that 
Berreo had forbidden the Indians to trade with the 
English under pain of being hanged and quartered, a 
threat which it is asserted was actually put into execu- 
tion. Here he was joined by Captain Koymis, a lifelong 
friend and follower, whose ship had parted company off 
the coast of Spain, and by Captain Gifford in the Liods 
JFIielp, Having learned from some garnilous Spanish 
soldiers that Berreo had sent to Margarita and the 
Terra. Perme for reinforcements, meaning to have given 
him a cassado at parting, he lost no time in enacting 
vengeance for the treachery done to 'Whiddon’s ineTi 
last year. A night attack on the newlj^ built station of 
St. Joseph met with little resistance. Berreo was 
brought as a prisoner on board the ffagsliip, and the 
town was burned at the instance of some Indian chiefs 
who were found there, attached five to one chain, in 
the last extremities of starvation. Having by tins 
somewhat high-handed act of reprisal anticipated any 
further aggression, Ealeigh treated his prisoner with 
every courtesy, and Berreo does not appear to fiave 
shown any special resentment at this incident of huorm 
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gmcra, Berreo gave his captor a full account of Ills first 
attempt to enter Guiana, with seven hundred horsemen 
from New Granada. He had followed the Meta to its 
confliieiice with the Orinoco : he had waged long war with 
the people of Ainapaia, who gave him images of fine gold 
upon the conclusion of peace; and assisted hj native 
pilots he had found a way through the bevrildering 
mouths of the Orinoco itself to Trinidad. The images 
he had sent to Spain, by his camp-master, Domingo de 
Vera, of whose pmojects Ealeigh had doubtless received 
information in Europe, and who was, it would seem 
from the Spanish accounts, already outward hound with 
a new and well-equipped expedition, to which Philip 
had liberally contributed, for the conquest and conver- 
sion of Guiana. From Berreo he also obtained a copy 
of the relation of the mysterious Martinez, the one 
European reported to have set eyes 011 Manoa, which 
was preserved in the archives of S. Juan de Porto Eico. 
By Ealeigh, as by Berreo himself, Martinez was believed 
to have been master of the ordnance to Ordaz, whose 
voyage up the Orinoco was undertaken in 1531 , that is 
to say, before the death of Atahualpa, and before the 
tradition of a new Inca kingdom could have arisen. It 
must he assumed, therefore, if there is any real founda- 
tion for the story, that this Juan Martinez was in reality 
the solitary survivor of Pedro de Sylva’s expedition, 
who had lived long in captivity with the Indians, and 
that the monks of Porto Rico had built up from his 
deposition the story which Sir Walter found among 
Berreo's papers. According to their version, after 
Ordaz had penetrated some three hundred miles inland, 
his po^fder took fire and exploded. Martinez, who 
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was in charge, was held responsible and condemned to 
death. But the soldiers pleaded for his life, and instead 
of being executed, he was placed with liis arms in a 
canoe and set adrift on the Orinoco. Some natives, who 
had never seen a white man before, intercepted the boat 
and carried him to Manoa, the residence of the Inca. 

Tlie emperor after he had beheld liini, knew him to be 
a Christian (for it was not long before that his bretliren, 
Guascar and Atabalipa [Hnascar and Atahnalpa], were 
vanquished by the Spaniards in Peru), and caused him to 
be lodged in his palace, and well entertained. Pie lived 
seven months in Manoa, but (was) not suffered to wander 
into the country anywhere ; he was also brought thither all 
the way blindfold, led by the Indians, until he came to the 
entrance of Manoa itself, and was fourteen or fifteen days in 
the passage. He avowed at his death that he entered the 
city at noon, and then they uncovered his face, and that he 
travelled all that day, till night, through the city, and the 
next day, from sunrise to sunsetting, ere he came to the 
palace of Inga. 

During his sojourn he learned the language, and 
when at length he obtained permission to depart, he 
was presented with as much gold as his guides could 
carry to the river. There he was robbed of all his 
treasure by the borderers, and only saved two gourds 
filled with golden beads which escaped notice. He 
made his way down the Orinoco to Trinidad, and thence 
reached Porto Eico, where he died while waiting for a 
homeward -])ound ship, leaving his calabashes to the 
monks to pay for masses. It was Martinez who gave 
the name of El Dorado to the city, because of the 
a])iuKlance of golden images, plates, and armour which 
he beheld there. Such was the story which Vera had 
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circulated in Spain, and wliich 'Ealeigh repeats in liis 
Discovery of G^iimna. 

When his prisoner had told' him all ■ he. had to tell. 
Sir Walter admitted that Guiana was also the goal of 
his journey. Berreo became greatly' depressed, and did 
all he could to dissuade him from the enterprise, en- 
larging upon the difficulties of obtaining supplies from 
the natives, and the impossibility' of navigating the 
streams, now beginning to swell with the approach of 
winter. " Many of Berreo’s arguments .he found later on 
to his cost were sound enough, but he kept his own 
counsel, that his men might not be discoiimged. An 
old gallego was cut down till it drew only hve feet of 
water, and fitted wdth oars. In this improvised craft, 
two wherries, and a light ho<at from the Lioros IJlielj), be 
embarked one hundred men and a month’s provisions. 
Meanwhile captains . Whiddon, King, and Douglas had 
completed a rapid survey of the opposite coast, and 
had discovered the mouths of four rivers discharging 
into the hay of Guanipa, wdiich the boats made in 
safety after battling with wind and current across some 
twenty miles of open sea. Their Indian }uiot seems 
to have had little knowdedge of the intricate network 
of w^ooded streams and islands formed the many 
mouths of the Orinoco, and there they might have 
wmndered interminably, lost in nature’s labyrinth, had 
it not been for the fortunate capture of an old man, a 
native of the deltas, who being well treated by his 
captors, became their willing guide through the country 
of the Tivitivas, to which tribe he himself belonged. 
These were a nation of hunters, who neither sowed nor 
reaped, but lived on the produce of the chase and the 
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wild fruits of the land, having their Ccahios in the trees 
when the annual floods invaded their hini ting-grounds. 
Bej^ond, la};' the country of the Arwa.cas who. like the 
wife of Mausolus, drank the powdered bones of their 
dead chieftains in pine-apple wine. At length, after 
toiling against heavy currents and grounding on 
treacherous shoals, the}?' entered a broad cliaiiiiel, 
known as the Amana, and soon afterwards the influence 
of the sea-tides ceased to be felt. Progress was slow, 
the heat intense, and before long the daily ration had 
to be reduced. The pioneers of discovery had neither 
water-proof coverings nor preserved provisions ; when 
rain fell their wet clothes dried upon their backs, steam- 
ing in the tropic sun ; they cooked and slept in their 
boats, and their drink was the troubled water of the 
river. Some edible fruits were found on the banks, 
and fish and fowl served to eke out their decreasing 
stores, but as the days went by in their laboi'ious 
progress the danger of famine increased. Their pilot 
gave them assurance of human habitations up a shallow 
tributary, which only the lighter craft could navigate. 
Forty miles up this narrow stream they toiled, in the 
barge and the two wherries, often cutting their ivay 
through the tangled vegetation with their swords. 
Then night overtook them and, had they beeji sure of 
their way back, they would have hanged the pilot, who 
still entreated them to persevere. It -was an hour after 
midnight when at length they reached an Indian settle- 
ment where they were able to relieve their wants and 
secure a provision of bread and fowls. With daybreak 
the whole aspect of the country seemed changed. The 
jungles of the river banks opened out into svlde grassy 
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plains, dotted with clumps of forest, where the deer 
were feeding in the iinscared security of a primeval 
world. The stream itself was the haunt of innumerable 
^rild-fowl, and teamed with alligators. 

Once again as they travelled up the great solitary 
liver they were at the last extremity for food, when four 
canoes were sighted and chased. Two of them escaped 
by some side channel. The other two, whose occupants 
fled into the woods, were laden with bread, and contained, 
moreovei*, a certain quantity of gold-dust and mining 
tools. They learned from the Arwaca boatmen, 'who 
ivere eventually captured and treated with kindness, 
that these canoes were conveying from up-country three 
Spaniards who, having heard of Berreo’s discombtiire, 
were making their way to the coast. An Arwaca chief, 
who had been christened hy the Spaniards, now'" became 
their guide, and the old pilot who had brought them 
thus far was sent back in a canoe with suitable presents 
and a letter for the ships. Like Drake, Ealeigh was 
ever considerate in his treatment of the natives, and was 
eminent]}’’ successful in winning their affection. 

On the fifteenth day, to their great joy, they saw the 
mountains of Guiana. Friendly Indians supplied them 
with fish and tortoise eggs, and they halted at the part- 
ing of the Amana with the main stream of the Orinoco 
itself, which Keymis, on his second visit to the country, 
named the Ealeana, in honour of his chief. In the 
morning Topariniaca, the lord of that land, warned of 
their presence, came to the boats with a gift of bread, 
fish, flesh, and pine-wine. They visited his town, and 
caroused there till >some of the captains grew ‘‘ reasonable 
pleasant,'^ Now the wind began to help them against 
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the stream, and conducted by Toparimaea's brother, they 
reached two great islands which parted the main river 
into three channels. Still sailing due west tliejr observed 
a great plain spreading northward, which a party was 
despatched to explore. Their guide told them that these 
plains extended to Cumana and Caraccas, and were 
tenanted by four nations, one of which, the bhick Arora, 
used arrows of the deadliest poison. To Raleigh was 
communicated the secret of the antidote, which had been 
jealously withheld from the Spaniards. 

Five days after entering the great river they reached 
the province of Aromaia and the port of Moreqiiito, 
which took its name from a cacique whom Berreo had 
put to death. His uncle and successor, Topiawari, now 
occupied a station some fourteen miles inland. The 
ancient King, reported to be a hundred and ten j^ears 
old, came to the river with copious stores of provisions, 
having covered the distance before noon, and returned 
the same evening. Among the presents which he offered 
was a beast called armadilla, “barred over with small 
plates, somewhat like to a rhinoceros, with a white horn 
growing in his hinder parts, as big as a great hunting- 
horn, which they use to wind instead of a trumpet/'' 
From him Raleigh gleaned much information as to the 
people of Guiana and the region beyond the mountains. 
In the days of his youth, he said, there came down to 
the lowlands a nation from so far off as the sun slept, 
called Epurimei, subjects to the Inca, a.nd distinguished 
by their crimson headgear. They had expelled the old 
inhabitants, and made themselves masters over all tlie 
river tribes, save two only, and in that great ivar perished 
his own eldest son, “ whom he most entirely loved.’' Of 
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iatej however, all tlie populations had united in 

a cominoii cause against the menace of the Spaniard. 
Ealeigli confirmed the report that he had come thither 
at, the bidding of a Queen, who in, her charity to all 
oppressed nations would deliver his people from tyranny. 

. When he took his leave the venerable cacique promised, 
though lie was weak and “daily called for by death, 
to pay him a second visit upon the return of the 
expedition. 

Pursuing his journey westward, Sir Walter had 
intended to ascend the Caroni (or Caroli as he calls it) 
to the rapidsj but the force of the current baffled them, 
The chief of the district, to whom messengers were sent, 
came to their canip, and with him as with Topiawari, he 
concluded what a modern African explorer would call a 
treaty of protection. -Whiddon and ■ others went to 
prospect for mhierals, wdiile the Admiral with a small 
following marched overland to the falls, where the 
Caroni dropped from the heights, in a succession of 
twelve cataracts, “every one as high as a church tower. 
They seemed to have reached, the Happy Valley, where 
the wvaters ' ran in many channels through fair grassy 
plains, the deer crossing in every path,. , the birds 
towards ' evening singing, ■ on every tree "with a thousand 
several tunes, cranes' and herons of' wfflite, crimson and 
carnation, perching ' on the river's side the ' air fresh, 
with a,, gentle easterly „wmd ; and every' stone that , we 
vStopped to take up promised either gold or silver by his 
complexion.’' Moments such as these coloured the con- 
vincing optimism of Ealeigh's faith in Guiana, and 
Whiddon had indeed found stones which ^vere identified 
as Ilacke del oro, and crystals wdxicii they believed to be 
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sapphires. In these regions they heard of the iiiysterioUvS 
Ewaipononia, a race whose heads do not appeax above 
their shoulders, and whose mouths are in the middle of 
their breasts. These tales, like those of the Amazons, 
Ealeigh repeats, ndthout suggesting any rationalistic 
explanation, such as a peculiar form of head-dress. The 
world was not yet old enough to have done with its 
childhood^s dreams, and stranger tales than these found 
credence still. That they were not held too improbable 
for belief is revealed by the evidence of the Dutch map 
published by Hondius in 1598, soon after Ealeigii's 
return, on which may be seen engraved the picture of 
an Ewaiponoma warrior, side by side with an Amazon 
in martial equipment. His own conclmdon is, whether 
it be true or no, the matter is not grear., . . . for mine 
o%vn part I saw them not, but I am resolved that so 
many people did not all combine or forethink to make 
the report.” There is no trace here of the premeditation 
of falsehood of which Hume has most unjustly accused 
him.,, ■ ■ ' ' 

The junction of the Caroni in 8° 15' N. latitude 
was the farthest point reached. Heavy rains made the 
daily routine of life unbearable, and tlio rapid rise of the 
rivers warned them that it was time to turn back. The 
defection of Preston and Summers made it impossible to 
contemplate conquest and occupation, but the experience 
gained justified the resumption of the enterprise on a 
larger scale. The rivers traversed had been carefully 
charted, and friendly understandings concluded with 
the inhabitants. Their investigations of the mineral 
wealth of the country “were admittedly superficial, ])ut 
Raleigh's faith in its potential resources has since been 



VII KEYMIS AND THE MINE 125 


amply vindicated. Tlie journey down the ^ swollen 
stream was rapidly accomplished, A second visit was 
paici to Topiawari, dvith whom two volunteers remained 
to learii the language and collect notes. andEaleigh took 
leave of the venerable chief in full expectation of return- 
ing Ahe following year. Key mis' -was ■ despatched over- 
land to inspect a reported gold-mine, under the guidance 
of a chief called Piityma, who was afterwards to conduct 
him to a rendezvous on a tributary of the Cararoopana 
branch of the Orinoco, by which Ealeigh himself 
proceeded to visit Emeria and its powerful chief 
Oarapana. While exploring another tributary stream 
they sawyfrom afar a mountain reported to be formed 
of crystal, appearing in the distance like a white church 
tower. From its summit there, fell a mighty river, 
tliuiideriog to the ground with the reverberation of a 
thousand great bells ” clanging together. Carapana 
having retired into the mountains, scared by the reports 
which the Spaniards had spread abroad of the English, 
they continued their journey to the sea, leaving a party 
to wait for Key mis, who returned with a more highl}^- 
coloiired estimate of the resources of the mine than his 
cursory inspection Justified, but wdiich x’eadily convinced 
the ad^'enturers whose imaginations had been captivated 
by the stories of CTiiiana gold, Baftled by strong head- 
winds in the Amana, they found a wuiy through the 
Capuri channel to the broad estuary, where their tiny 
boats had much ado to live in the boisterous sea wiiich 
they encountered ; but profiting by a lull at midnight, 
they made the nearest point of Trinidad in safety, and 
coasted to Curiapan, where to their great joy they found 
the ships. Save for that of one negro servant, killed by 
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alligators while bathing, no life had been lost ; and in 
spite of continued hardships, exposure, ' and craiiiping, 
sickness had been .almost- unknown. Ealeigh, therefore, 
was justified in his testimony, to the salubrious , cpialities 
of (xuiaiia. 

Not all, however, of those who' embarked for the West., 
were destined to return, and in the island of Trinidad 
they buried the faithful Whiddon. Ealeigh^s brief record 
is his only epitaph : “ W'honi afterward, to my great 
grief, I left buried in the said island, after my return 
from Crui ana, being a. man most honest, and valiant, 
We would fain know more' of the good seaman who 
fought so valiantly at the Azores, who commanded the 
lloehucJ: in the, great fight with the Armada, and, who 
left his bones in the tropic island at the sea-gate of the 
mysterious region he had explored. But alas, with few 
exceptions, over the grave of the valiant and honest, as 
over that of the coward and the knave, oblivion draws 
the same impartial veil. 

Sir Walter intended, before returning, to visit his 
plantation in Yirginia, but boisterous weather drove him 
from the coast, and thus he never saw the settlement to 
which he had devoted his energies and fortune. He 
revictualled by forced levies in the Spanish colonies, 
and set his course for home, in full confidence that 
his countrymen would enthusiastically acclaim the new 
field he had opened to British enterprise. But his 
detractors had meanwhile turned his long absence to 
account, and not a few had even had the effrontery to 
assert that he had been in hiding and had never sailed 
for Guiana. Others had proclaimed that he had gone to 
transfer his services to the flag of the enemy. His 
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'•return gave tlie lie to such malicious inventions, but the 
Queen continued to avert her face; the general public 
received the news ; of his . discoveries with mistrustful 
suspicion, and gossips proclaimed that ' his specimen 
ores had been purchased in Barbary. • The bitterness of 
bis feeli'ngs at this reception is expressed in the' Bedica-' 
tioii to his Discovery of Gtda/m^ addressed to liobert Cecil 
and the Lord High AdmiraL The publication of this 
work, however, created a revulsion in public opinion, 
and a second edition was issued within a few months of 
the first. The fame of his voyage is in no small measure 
due to that literary gift which enabled him to carry his 
readers with him beyond the horizon of their own familiar 
seas. Not a few had penetrated more deeply into the 
lahj^riiiths of the great southern continent. Some had 
found their graves in the wilderness j others had come 
back, but “ could not tell the world.’’ The sympathetic 
interest thus aroused enabled him to fit out a second 
small expedition, under the command of Keymis, to 
keep touch with the natives and prove that the enter- 
prise was not abandoned. The report brought borne by 
bis lieutenant, who explored a large area of new country, 
showed that, tboiigb the ambitious expedition of Domingo 
de Yera had ended in disastrous failure, the Spaniards 
had been able to establish themselves at the mouth of 
the Caroni. Here they barred the passage to the mine, 
whose fabled wealth kept alive the tradition of Guiana 
gold, and became the ostensible justification for that last 
unhappy venture which, twenty years later, was destined 
to prove fatal both to Keymis and to his master. 


CHAPTEE YIII 


CADIZ 

1596 

The crisis of the Armada had called every energy 
of the country into play, and the Queen herself, when 
decisive action had become inevitable, rose to the height 
of a great occasion and nobly led her people. But once 
the imminent fear of invasion was removed she turned 
a cold ear to the advice of those who urged that the 
first successes should be followed up by a disabling blow. 
Her sincere desire for peace, her anxietj^ not to exasperate 
her enemy beyond the possibility of reconciliation, im- 
posed limitations on the commanders, and thus the 
Portugal expedition under Di-ake and Norris in 1589 
had ended in practical failure. Her Majesty, Ealeigli 
wrote later on, reviewing the story of the past, did 
everything liy halves, and would not trust her men of 
war. During the next six years the fighting sti’ength 
of England was ivasted in desultory attacks on Spanish 
commerce, and while the Queen hesitated, Philip, who 
had profited by his lessons and had grasped the necessity 
for moving only with strong squadrons, gained time to 
renew the fabric of his navy and prepare a second 
128 
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inyasion. There was, however, no lack of warning. 
The efforts of Spain were consistently and openly directed 
tO ' seciiri3ig a base of operations nearer to the Cliaiinel, 
and the recrudescence of a rebellious spirit in Ireland' 
offered an ominous parallel to the conditions which had 
preceded her former disastrous attempt. The disgrace 
of Drake, and the subsequent banishment of Ealeigh 
from Court, had at a most unfortunate moment removed 
from, the Council of the Queen two of the most powerful 
advocates of Thorough, and meanwhile the menace grew 
till it became too obvious to disregard. At length 
Drake, though hampered by a command shared with 
the veteran Hawkins, now enfeebled by years and 
infirmities, was allowed to put into execution his long- 
cherished plan for a descent on Panama, the most im- 
portant outpost of Spanish colonial empire, and the key 
to her Pacific trade. By the diversion thus effected in 
seas remote from home, valuable time was gained. Spain 
was inevitabljr compelled to despatch a fleet in pursuit, 
while the protection of her western convoys and the 
watch at sea for the returning expedition fully occupied 
the rest of her available strength. Meanwhile in England 
preparations were being rapidly advanced for some 
maritime enterprise on a large scale, the object of 
which was kept a close secret. The contemplated 
attack on the Spanish coast was no new plan, but one 
which had been urged again and again since Drake’s 
triumphant raid on Cadiz had paralysed the aggressive 
poorer of the enemy. Once more, however, the success 
of the issue was endangered by a divided command and 
personal considerations, for with the brilliant hut hot- 
l)looded Essex, ivhose military reputation could as j’-et 
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scarcely justif}’' supreme command, was associated tlie 
cautious and experienced Lord High Admiral, in whom 
the Queen had implicit confidence. The withdrawal of 
Sir Francis Yere and his seasoned veterans from the 
Netherlands increased the misgiving which these naval 
preparations excited on the continent, hut plausible 
excuses were readily found for abnormal activity. The 
growing disaffection in Ireland oftered a colourable 
pretext for the recall of the troops, while the necessity 
of holding the maritime highways open for the return 
of Drake and Hawkins sufficed to account for the 
mobilisation of the fleet. More than all, the Queen^s 
hesitation to give direct orders for a descent on the 
Spanish coast justified the failure of Piiilip to anticipate 
the action which ensued. In the midst of these prepara- 
tions two disastrous episodes brought home to every 
man in England the extreme gravity of the situation. 
Yague rumours respecting the expedition to Panama 
received alarming confirmation. For the first time in 
his life Drake had encountered failure, and the veteran 
father of the fleet was dead. Then at the eml of March 
the Archiliike Albert, who had succeeded to tlie com- 
mand of the Spanish forces in the Netherlands, made 
his brilliant dash on Calais. The danger was extreme. 
Plenry the Fourth of France had been outwitted, and a 
Dutch squadron, mobilised to act in concert with the 
British fleet, failed to force an entrance and carry food, 
to the beleaguered garrison. Calais, howen er, niigiit 
yet have been saved had not the Queen and .Henry lost 
time in haggling over the conditions of co-operation. 
Essex, despatched in haste to Dover with all available 
troops, fretted his heart out in justifiable indignation at 
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tlie coiiflicting orders ■ which tied' liis hands; while the 
Lord High Admiral, briBging .round' the, .ships at this 
critical,' Bioineiit to.' einbark the' land forces, found that 
he had ].>een superseded by the young favourite as sole 
corniiiaiidcr, and despatched his resignation in a letter of 
iiidigiiarit remonstrance. At length, on the 15th. of April 
the distracted Essex iinally received authority to sail. 
On tiiat disastrous day the citadel of Calais fell, and a 
Spanish garrison was definitely established on the 
threshold of the menaced kingdom. 

The relief was now no longer to be contemplated, and 
the original plan of action wris resumed. Means were 
found to pacify the offended Lord High Admiral, who 
was reconciled to Essex and restored to Ms original 
position. Ealeigh had not yet been forgiven, hut in a 
moment of national crisis his reputation for resource 
and ability, and above all, the great influence he exer- 
cised over the seamen in the western counties were not 
forgotten. Eecruits for the army and tlie navy no 
longer came in as they had done during the imminent 
peiil of 1588, and the lieutenant of Cornwall was not a 
man whose services could be dispensed with vvhen enter- 
prises of great moment were in hand. Moreover, in 
entrusting the chief coniinand by sea and land to 
the Lord High Admiral and Essex in joint coni- 
rnission, the Queen and her councillors had realised the 
danger that an old head and a young one might not 
always see with the same eyes. Five of the most ex- 
])erience(.l military and naval leaders in England were 
therefore selected to advise the 6enerals-in-Chief and 
act as a (Council of Vv"ar. Ealeigh wnis appointed a 
member of their Council, receiving the rank of Rear- 
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Admiral of the Fleet, and with him Lord Thomas Howard, 
who as his senior held the rank of Vice-Admiral. ' Their 
functions were purely ilayaL . The military memhers of 
the hoard were Sir' Francis Vere, Lord. Marshal of the 
Army; Sir George Carew, Lieutenant of the Ordnance; 
and Sir Conyers Clifford, Serjeant -Major, a position 
which may he compared to that of the Adjutant-General 
to-cla}^. Mr. Anthony Ashley, who w^as knighted during 
the expedition, was Secretary to the OoiinciL 

The immediate clanger at Calais made it more than 
ever probable that a descent on the Spanish coast would 
be countermanded, but in the meantime the scattered 
forces which had been equipped in readiness, including 
the Dutch squadron, moved on towards their rendez- 
vous at Pi}mouth, while Lord Thomas Howard and 
Ealeigh remained behind in the Thames organising the 
transports and store-ships. Then further pretext for 
hesitation was afforded by the news which rang with 
a sinister boding through the land and gave nev7 
courage to the mariners of Spain. Drake was dead. 
Far away off Puertobeilo, ^^ beneath some great wave,*' 
the terrible sea-captain was resting in his ocean-shroud. 
His great scheme had ended in failure ; the remnants of 
his leaderless squadron no longer preoccupied the atten- 
tion of the enemy, and the hand put up for defence was 
free to strike again. Essex perceived the necessity for 
immediate action, hut while the irresolution of tlie Court 
increased, circumstances also tended to protract delay. 
It was May before the Lord High Admiral, detained by 
contrary weather, could reach Plymouth. Lord Thomas 
Howard, who had pushed on with such of the London 
ships as had completed their commivssioiis, followed 
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close on Ills heels ; but Ealeigh was still unable to get 
the rear-guard to sea, and lay distracted in the Thames. 
Cecil, ■ urged, by the generals to hasten his departure,, 
received a despairing reply. He: could not raise the 
crews to man the ships. “'As fast as we press men one 
day they run away another . and say they will not serve. 
The pursuivant found me" in a country village a mile 
from G-raveseiid, hunting after nmavray mariners, and 
dragging in the mire from alehouse to , alehouse.”. 
Ealeigh’s detractors were, on. this as on every other’ 
occasion, ready . to discredit his motives ; but Essex 
appreciated the untiring zeal which he ever displayed in 
a patriotic cause, and wrote to him in terms which are 
pleasant to record in view of the past and future rela- 
tions of these two brilliant rivals. “ I ■will not entreat you 
to make haste,” he protested, “ but I will wush and pray 
a good wind for you. And when you are come, I will 
make you see I desire to do. you as much honour, and 
give you as great contentment as I can. For this is the 
action and the time in which you and I shall he both 
taught to know and love one another.” He joined the 
fleet on the 21st of May, and at length on the 3rd of 
June the expedition got clear of Plymouth Sound. 

klany contemporary records of the action at Cadiz 
have ])eeii preserved. The accepted official version was 
based by Cecil on a report from the Lord High Admiral, 
and published with the sanction of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, as censor of the press, to the exclusion for 
the time being of all others. Most of the chief officers 
employed, however, penned their own accounts of the 
affair, and of these Eaieigli’s is certainly the best known 
to fame. If the authorship of the anonymous account, 
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lias : been assumed with good reason to. be that 
:clra'«^ui up for Essex by his secretary, Mr. Ileiiry GiilFe, 
''cannot' be positively'' determined, ' there' exist, nevertiie-. 
less, two , other, documents,, one of 'which ' v/as.. certainly, 
and the other with all probability, prepared by Essex 
himself, in answer.to. hostile" criticisms o,ii' the campaign. 
There are also the commentaries of Sir Francis Yere, the 
notice published in the naval tracts of Sir lYilliam 
Monson, and a very detailed report drawn up by Dr. 
Marbecke, the Queen's physician, vfho accompanied the 
expedition. Not the least interesting record of the 
campaign is one which has just been published for the 
first time by the Navy Eecords Society, from the pen of 
Sir William Slingshy (or Slyngisbie), ivho served, on 
Carew's staff, and whose narrative is distinguished by 
an impartiality not to be found in otlier writers, for 
the most part partisans either of Ealeigli or of Essex. 

The numbers of the fleet are variously estimated 
ivith the ivaut of accuracy characteristic of the time, 
but vrhether the smallest estimate, of ono hunchud and 
ten, or tlie largest, of one hundred and fifty, be accepted, 
the greater proportion of these ships vrere, it is clear, 
victuallers, transpoi*ts, or small craft. The men-of-war, 
including pinnaces, did not exceed fifty, of which 
seventeen or eighteen only were Queen's ships. The 
Dutch squadron consisted of eighteen men -of - war. 
Blingsby mentions that a number of unattached liarques 
followed upon adventures of their own. The troo])s 
were supposed to constitute an entire army corps, but 
it is more than doubtful whether ten thousand men 
could have been landed. The British fleet iras <livided 
into four squadrons, each complete in itself with its 
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coiiipleraeiit of victuallers and transports. The Lord 
High Admiral led the first squadron in the famous 
Arh Iloyal^ once the Arh Maleigh^ with Sir Robert 
Southwell in the Zion as his divisional Vice-Admiral. 
I'wo other Queen’s ships, a pinnace, three merchant 
men -of -war, and fourteen other merchant vessels as 
transports or victuallers, with five sail of ho^^s or fly- 
boats completed the division. The constitution of 
the other divisions was similar. The Earl of Essex 
led the second squadron in the Dm Itegndse, w-ith Sir 
Francis Vere as his Vice-Admiral in the Rainbow. Lord 
Thomas Ho-ward, Vice-Admiral of the combined fleet, 
led the third in the i¥e?7n/wo?«r, with Captain Robert 
Dudley (Leicester’s son) in the Nonyiareil as his second 
in command ; while Sir Walter Raleigh, Rear-Admiral of 
the fleet led the fourth in the JIArsjnte, with Sir George 
Carew in the 3farij Rose as his Vice-Admiral. The Dutch 
squadron formed a fifth division under Admiral John 
van Dyvenvoord, with Captains Gerhantsen and Lensen 
as Vice and Rear-Admirals. 

Up to the last the destination of the expedition had 
been kept secret, and they sailed very *wide of the land 
in order to avert suspicion. Light pinnaces acting as 
scouts intercepted any passing craft which might carry 
intelligence of their movements to the enemy, and 
fortunate captures enabled them to escape observation 
till they rounded Cape St. Vincent, whence they were 
sighted at last. But their object had now been secured. 
Cadiz had made no preparations for defence, and most 
of the commanding officers W’^ere absent from their post. 
It was once more the unfortunate Duke of Medina 
Sidonia who, as Captain-General of the Andalusian coast, 
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was, to, bear tbe burden of responsibility for a new disaster. 
Altlioiigli he was not yet recovered from an attack of 
fever which , had kept him. for a month on , a sickbed ^ 
lie displayed' remarkable- energy .so soon, as the alarm 
was giveU;', and took; .all" ■ available . precautions ■ for 
.the defence, of the- harbour.' The strength of the ships 
in Cadiz consisted, ' according to Ealeigh, of' 'seven-, 
teen galleys, four Spanish galleons, known as the 
Apostles, the S.S. Fhilip, Mattlmo^ Thoinas. Jind Amkciv, 
^•^two great galleons of Lisbon; three frigates of war, 
accustomed to transport, the treasure;- two argosies, 
very, strong, in artillery ; the. Admiral, Yice-Admiral, and 
Eear- Admiral of Nueva.Espana ; with forty other great 
ships bound for Eew. .'Mexico and other places.”' As is 
usual in contemporary accounts no two statements of 
the strength of the enemy’s force agree, l>ut an official 
Spanish despatch from the President of the Gontratacioii 
(or Chamber of Commerce) to Philip enumerates four 
Spanish and two Portuguese galleons, three treasure 
frigates, returned from the Indies after Drake’s 
disaster, three powerful ships of the Levant, and a iieet 
of twenty galleys. 

In order to understand the vaiying phases of tlie 
action at Cadiz, it is necessary to realise the character- 
istic features of the harbour. Conceive a bay roughly 
taking the form of a bent bow, broken by many 
iiTegularities and excrescences, •with the chord of its arc 
some fifteen nautical miles in length. Adjusted to the 
southern portion of this crescent, and occupying nearly 
a third of its whole area, is the island of Leon, separated 
from the mainland by a narrow river-like channel, and 
connected at one point by the bridge of Siiazo. From 
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the nor til- western shoulder of the island a long straight 
slender spit of land stretches north by wesh spanning 
the crescent like the ' string of the bow for approxiinatelj, 
another third of its . wdiole length. At its , extreme 
point, wliieli widens into a rocky plateau, is the city of 
Cadiz, ■ The northern horn of the crescent is Point Rota. 
By vessels rounding Cape Rota the outline of the arc 
is seen to project seaward towards Cadiz, forming a 
headland upon which stood the castle of Sta. Catalina. 
Behind this headland lies Port St. Mary. Once more 
about the centre of the crescent, where the handle of 
the how should be, a hold promontory runs westwards 
towards the laiidspit on -which Cadiz is situated, 
terminating in ' Matagorda point ; and exactly opposite 
from the landspit itself, a small headland fortified by the 
Castle of Pmital juts out to meet Matagorda. Bet-ween 
these two points the navigable channel is not a mile in 
breadth. The island of Leon is the southern limit of 
the second basin thus formed, landlocked on every side 
save where it is entered by the Puntal channel, though 
vessels of light draft can use the passage bet-^veen the 
island and the mainland. To the east of this great 
basin are Port Royal and Caracca. 

The lightness of the wind made the final advance of 
the English slow, and on the morning of the 18th they 
lay some twelve leagues off the entrance of the outer 
harbour. At a council held that morning it was decided 
that Essex should attempt the city, while the Lord High 
Admiral and Lord Thomas Howard attacked the fleet. 
Sir Alexander Clifford with a small squadron was to 
operate against the galleys, and Raleigh was told ofl- to 
the insliore station to prevent the escape of shipping 
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coastwise. He departed to his station, and during liis 
absence the whole plan was remodelled. It was tlien 
decided that Essex slioukl endeavour to secure a landing 
on the outer side of the city towards the open, sea, while 
Howard was to land on the inner side to the soiitli, 
somewhere ,on the long promoiitorj- which joins Cadiz 
to the island of Leon, thus preventing the i-irrival of 
succours from the mainland. In the ineantinie Ealeigh 
and the Dutch squadron were to contain the eiieniy’s ships 
in the harbour. On Sunday morning, the 20tli of June, 
the fleet advanced with a freshening breeze to within 
cannon range of the city batteries, and then iinaccouiit- 
ably, as it seemed to those in Cadiz, tacked off to sea 
again. Some unexplained difficulty in carrying out 
the plan of action had arisen, w'hich hir. Corhett, an 
exhaustive student of this campaign, attrilrutes to a 
miscalculation of the distance they had had to cover. 
A further discussion ensued between the principal 
officers, in which Ealeigh, still absent on the duties 
assigned him, did not take paid*. Essex vras in favour 
of assaulting tlie harbour with tlio advantage of the 
wind, which was obviously the right course ; luit Howard 
hesitated to throw his ships into action until the fire of 
the forts had been silenced by a land attack, and Essex, 
yielding to the advice of his senior, began to divSembark 
the storming parties. 

Ealeigh, ■who had been delayed in his cruise along tlie 
coast by the pursuit of some corn-ships endeavouring to 
slip from, the mouth of the Guadalquivir into the slielter 
of Cadiz, rejoined the fleet at this juncture, and found 
the work of disembarkation far advanced. A heavy sea 
was running and the long boat of the Bainhm had ijeen 
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swainped witli the los& of fifteen lives. The surf was 
breaking ominously over the rocks which shut ■ in ' the 
shelving beach of the Galeta, the creek where. Essex was 
to eliect a landing in the face of the forces drawn up to 
dispute it. He perceived at once that the plan was fore- 
doomed ' to failure, and recorded ' an emphatic protest." 
Essex was disposed to agree, hut scrupled to re-open the 
, discussion of a plan upon which Howard had insisted. 
At, length, however, he yielded to Kaleighs entreaties, 
and sanctioned his endeavouring to urge a reconsideration 
of the Lord High Admiral’s decision and an immediate 
assault on the ships. The freshening wind was a con- 
vincing argument, and Howard was with some difficulty 
persuaded. Ealeigh rowed hack with the good news, 
and, as he neared the Repuhe, he shouted out in his 
excitement the one "word Entrcmios I Essex, fretfully 
striding his poop, caught the joyful message on the 
wind, and in a fever of enthusiasm flung his plumed 
hat into the sea in the direction of the harbour mouth. 
This was Ealeigli’s first great service ; a second was to 
follow. The work of reshipping the troops and boats 
consumed many hours, and before the fleet could weigh, 
the afternoon was already so far advanced that it was 
obvious that they must either make a night attack or 
defer the action until the following morning. Essex 
w^ould iia\'e preferred to emulate the example of Drake, 
but Ho’ward advocated postponing the advance till day- 
break. To have sailed in at nightfall with a divided 
command and no plan of action, -with a large flotilla of 
transports in the tail, would have involved a risk, which 
only the genius of Drake could have justified. Ealeigh 
supported Howard, and their more cautious counsel 
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prevailecl. As evening fell the fleet aiicliorod once more 
before the broad entrance to the outer basin, between 
Gadk and the headland on which stood the castle of 
Sta. Catalina, ■ At a . Gouiicil of ' Wai*' held' that ' night' 
the plan of attack was developed. Ealeigli's suit to 
lead the van was approved. The ships assigned to liini 
for this purpose, whose names have for the most part 
since become famous in the glorious annals of the navy, 
were, besides the Uitrspife, the Ma/nj Bose, the Lion, the 
Bainhoiv, the Sioiftsiive, the Dreadiumgld, and the Xonpartil, 
with twelve London ships. Fly-boats for boarding were 
to follow. Howard and Essex were to lead the main 
body of the fleet with the great ships less adapted for 
manceuvring in shallow waters. Lord Thomas Howard, 
however, who had not been present at the opening of the 
Council protested against the precedence accorded to 
Raleigh, and proposed to take over the small and handy 
Nonpareil from Mr. Dudley, as his own ship, the Merhonour, 
was am,ong the largest in the fleet. Such a claim could 
not be contested, and the leadership of the van was 
entrusted to the two admirals. Raleigh himself thus 
recorded the arrangement : “ For mine own part, as I was 
willing to give honour to my Lord Thomas, having both 
precedency in the army, and being a gentleman whom I 
much honoured, so yet I was resolved to give and not 
take example for this service, holding mine own reputa- 
tion dearest, and remembering my great duty to Her 
Majesty. With the first peep of day, therefore, I 
weighed anchor, and bare with the Spanish fleet, taking 
the start of all ours a good distance.” 

The Spanish flotilla had already withdrawn into the 
inner basin, and as the English advanced, the galleons 
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and frigates wliicli liad been lying under the lee of 
Cadiz retired and took np their .berth athwart the 
Piintal cliaiinel, leaving the city/ and St. Mary Port 
opposite, to the defence of the land forces and batteries.' 
The galleys still lay under the city wall, with' their prows 
bent against the English as they entered, seconding the 
artillery of the forts. show scorn to all which, ” 

says Raleigh, “I only answered first the fort and after- 
ward the galleys, to each piece a blur with my trumpet'; 
disdaining to shoot one piece at any or all of those 
esteemed dreadful monsters.’^ Other vessels following, 
however, beat upon them so heavily that they took to 
their oars and joined the fleet in the strait, filling up 
the gaps between the galleons., 

Raleigh himself pressed on, as fast as the light 
wind permitted, towards the Puntai channel, where 
the galleons and other fighting craft of the enemy 
appeared to bridge across the whole of the narrow space. 
He directed his attention more especially to the SL Philip 
and the St with wdiich, mindful of the Bevenge^ 

he had an accoiiiit to settle. Plaving received deiinite 
orders not to lay liis ships alongside and board, but to 
await for that purpose the arrival of the promised fly- 
boats, he anchored by the galleons and opened fire 
with Lord Thomas Howard, Soutlweli, Carew, and 
Clifford in support. His tactics at this period of the 
figiit- have given rise to some controversy. Sir Anthony 
Standen, no partisan of Raleigh, bears witness to the 
efficacy of his airilleiy fire, SiiriA¥illiam Moiison, 
on the other hand, criticises the position taken up 
by him, inaiiitaining that he anchored at too great a 
distance from the Spaniards ; but he mentions that 
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ill a subsequent discussion Ealeigli contended tluit liis 
dispositions were governed by the depth of the water. 
Slyngsby bears this out by recording that the ships 
came so near the Spanish fleet as the clianiiel would 
give them leave,” and elsewhere it is stated that he had 
to wait for the flood tide. It may well be assumed tliat 
though there was depth enough for the galleons to with- 
draw one by one through the Puntal channel, there was 
now too little water to enable the English to deploy 
into line at close quarters. In any case Howard shares 
the responsibility for the movement. Later, when 
Essex came up in the Swijtsure, they all moved farther 
in, but the artillery duel had been going on for tiiree 
liours, and the state of the tide may by that time have 
allowed more room to manoeuvre. It is possible also 
that Ealcigh, who had little experience of naval warfare, 
had yet to gain his knowledge of range and gunfire. 
That his courage cannot be called in question his whole 
career, not less than his conduct in the subsequent 
phases of the action, abiindaiitly proves ; and if there is 
any justification for the criticisms of so ])itter a partisan 
as Monson, which the small losses on the English side 
seem to some extent to justify, it was not long before 
he amply atoned for any want of judgment that he 
may have shown in taking up his first position. The 
further development of the battle may be told in his 
own words. 

Now after we had beaten, as two butts, one upon another 
almost three hours (assuring your honour that the volleys 
of cannon and culverin came as thick as if it had been a 
skirmish of musketeers), and finding myself in danger to 
be sunk in the place, I went to my lord general in my 
skill', to desire him that he would enforce the promised 
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tly-boaty to come up, that I might hoard ; for as I ridj I 
could not endure so great a battery any long time. My 
lord general was then coming up himself ; to wlioni I 
declared that if the fly-boats came not I would board with 
tlm Queen's sliip, — for it was the same loss to burn or siiih, 
for I must endure the one. The eaii finding that it was 
not in his power to command fear, told me that whatsoever 
I did, he would second me in person upon his honour. My 
lord adnnra], having also a. disposition to come up at first, 
hut the river was so choked as he could not pass with the 
Ai% came ujd in person into the Nonpareil with iny lord 
Thomas. ' ' 

While I was thus speaking wnth the earl, the marshal, 
who thought it some touch to his great esteemed valour, to 
ride hehind me so many hours, got -ap ahead my ship ; which 
iny lord Thomas perceiving, headed him again, myself being 
hut a cpiarter of an hour absent. At my return, finding 
myself from being the first to be but the third, I presently 
let ship anchor, and thrust in between my lord Thomas and 
the marshal, and went up further ahead than all them be- 
fore, and thrust myself atlnvart the channel, so as I was 
sure none wmiilcl oiitstart me again for that day. My lord 
general Essex, thinking his ship’s side stronger than the rest, 
thrust the Dreadmvjjlit aside, and came next the JVars-piie 
on the left hand, ahead all that rank but iny lord Thomas. 
The marshal, while 'we had no leisure to look behind us, 
secretly fastened a rope on my shipts side towards him, to 
draw himself up equally with me ; but some of my company 
advertising me thereof, I caused it to be cut off, and so he 
fell hack into his place ; whom I guarded, all but his very 
prowq from the sight of the enemy. 

Now if it please you to remember, that having no hope 
of my fly -boats to Ijoard, and that the Earl and my lord 
Thomas both promised to second me, I laid out a warp by 
the side of the Philip to shake hands with her (for with the 
wind %ve could not get aboard), which, when she and the rest 
perceived, finding also that the Repulse (seeing mine) began 
to do the like, and the rear-admiral my lord Thomas, they 
all let slip, and came aground, tumbling into the sea heaps 
of soldiers, so thick as if coals had been poured out of a sack 
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in many ports at once, some drowned and some sticking in 
tlie mud. Tlie Philip and the SL Thomas burnt tlieinselves ; 
the Matthew and the St. Andrew were recovered by our 
boats ere they could get out to lire themd- The s])ectacle 
was very lamentable on their side ; for many drowned them- 
selves ; many, half-burnt, leaped into the water ; very many 
hanging by the ropes’ ends l)y the ships’ sides, under the 
water even to the lips ; many swimming with grievous 
wounds, stricken under water, and put out of their pains ; 
and withal so huge a fire, and such tearing of tlie ordnance 
in the great Philip^ and the rest, when the fire came to 
them, as, if any man had a desire to see hell itself, it was 
there most lively figured. Ourselves spared the lives of all 
after the victory ; but the Flemings, who did little or nothing 
in the fight, used merciless slaughter, till they were by my- 
self, and afterward by my lord admiral beaten off. 

No sooner had the defence of the inner basin col- 
lapsed tlian Essex gave orders for the troops to get into 
the boats, and himself rowed off to find the spot best 
suited for a landing on the spit which connects Cadiz 
with the island of Leon. Only a small proportion of the 
forces destined for disembarkation were at preseiit 
within reach, but circumstances favoured a bold attack. 
The unfortunate Medina Sidonia had witnessed the 
disaster of the galleons, and given orders for the laying 
up of the f lota in Port Eoyal and Carracca Greek, under 
cover of such defence as the galleys could provide. He 
was making his way to the Suazo bridge to hurry up> 
reinforcements, when Yere obtained sanction for tlie 
brilliant feat of arms which secured the city gates to the 
English before Ploward arrived with a second division of 
troops. Essex had relied upon the Lord High Admiral 
to follow up the success achieved at sea, and to pursue 

^ In n. note by Ealeigb in bis own copy of Lcs Lauricrs de Massam 
he claims to have taken both these galleons himself. 
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tlie /foki, at tlie mercy 6f the Tictorious fleet, into the 
recesses of the inner basin ;: biit'Iioward interpreted his 
duty otherwise, and iiastened^with all available forces 
to the support, of, „ his coileagiied Once more the danger 
and confusion inseparable from a divided command 
received significant illustration. Every officer of im- 
portance and authority follow' ed the more immediate 
prospect of glory and plunder ofihred hy tlie sack of 
Cadiz, and the fleet w^as left without direction or 
control. Raleigh himself, though he had received 
a severe wound, ‘‘interlaced and deformed wdth 
splinters,^’ in the latter part of the action, sw’-ayed 
by the general movement, wms carried ashore on his 
men’s shoulders, and rode into the towui on a horse 
sent him by the Lord High Admiral. But the pain of 
Ills W'Oiind and the danger of being further injured in 
the press of disorganised troopers wvas so great that he 
soon withdrew, the more readily %vhen he realised that 
there wms no admiral left wdth the fleet, and but few 
seamen on board the ships. He, . however, saw enough 
to enable him to wwite to Cecil a generous letter in 
cordial commendation of Essex, who, he said, “ hath 
behaved himself both valiantly and advisedly in the 
highest degree ; w-ithout pride, without cruelties ; and 
hath gotten great favour and much love of all.” At 
da^d^reak next morning he sent his nephew, J ohn Gilbert, 
wdth a message to the generals, begging them to order 
the fleet to follow^ up the Indian/^, which was beyond 
the pow'er of lielp. But all was in hopeless confusion 
ashore, and his urgent appeal received no answer. Per- 
haps the propositions submitted hy the merchants of 
Cadiz and Seville for the ransom of these ships had 
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'already been 'laid' -before tlie generals. In any case 
negotiations with this object were opeiied in the course 
of' tlie morning, and,. while. the action .of tlie fleet. was siiS', 
pended, Medina's officers ..adopted the heroic ,resGltitio,n . 
of burning the flota with its priceless freight, estimated 
at twelve million ducats. Only the galle}’s, or rather a 
certain number of them escaped, slip]_>ing out by the 
Suazo channel after tlie h nglisli, deta,iled to hold tlie 
bridge, had withdrawn, material disaster to Spain 

was only rivalled by the blow to her prestige, 

which rendered the fight at ■.t.Cadiz one of the most 
memorable in our annals, and ':from this victory ma}”, 
perhaps, be dated the decline of 'i^r intiiieiice as a world- 
power. , 

The question of the permrjrient occiipalfcn of Cadiz 
was now discussed. EsseX/ strenuously advocated its 
retention, and was anxious/fo remain behind as governor. 
The Lord Admiral, however, who understood his royal 
mistress, refused to return to England without lltm, and 
a majority of the council were adverse to the proposal, 
on the plea that the provisions still unconsmned would 
not suffice to maintain a garrison until relief could he 
sent from England. Half -measures wore the order of 
the day, and Essex was forced reluctantly to reiioimee 
his ambition. The castles and forts were then ra, zed to 
the ground, everything of interest or value which could 
be placed in the /transports was carried away, and 
hostages for the ransom of the prisoners distributed 
among the ships. Their subsequent treatment some- 
what detracts from the credit of the victors, who in 
other respects behaved with a restraint which gained for 
them the commendation' of the Spaniards themselves. 
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The two great ships the St Maiihetu St A vidrew were 
brought away as prizes,' but the rich Indies fleet had 
been lost , tliroiigli grave- mismanagement and the want 
of -■co-<>rdmatioii between the. sea and land services. 
W itli regard ' to' the spoils s eciirecl lialeigh wrote : 

The town of Gales was very rich in inerchandisej plate 
and money ; inaiiy rich prisoners (were) given to the land 
coniiTiaiiders, so as that sort are very rich. Some had 
prisoners for sixteen thousand ducats ; some for twenty 
llioiisaiid ; some for ten thousand ; and besides great houses 
of merchandise. What the generals have gotten, I know’ 
least: they protest it is little; for mine own part I have 
gotten a lame leg, and a deformed ; for the rest either I 
spake too late, or it was otherwise resolved. I have not 
wwiited good wwds, and exceeding kind and regardful usage; 
but I have possession of nothing hut poverty and pain. If 
God had spared me that blow I had possessed myself of 
some house. 

The statement is disingenuous, for the report of the 
royal commissioners on the spoils of Cadiz shows him 
to have held plunder valued at not far short of ^2000, 
which he was allow’ed to retain. In matters of business 
he undoubtedly displayed a somewhat grasping and 
acquisitive character, but it must also be conceded that 
the greater part of the foi^tiine which he had at one 
time accumulated wms spent in the public service. One 
valuable asset was brought back to England, the fruits 
of a descent upon Faro, which was ineffectual as a 
militmy operation. This was the library of Bishop) 
Osorius, of Sylves and Algarva, which was claimed for 
Essex, but afteiuvards presented to the University of 
Oxford, where it formed an important nucleus for the 
great Bodleian Library tlmn in process of formation. It 
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is conceivable that the presentation may in some degree 
have been due to Ealeigh’s iiifiiience, iiiasimicli as he 
■was. himself, even in the' days of his failing’ fortunes, a 
liberal contributor to the famous institution iiiitiatecib^r' 
Sir Thomas Bodley. 

■ The last phase of the campaign gave rise to long and 
bitter disputes. After the descent on Faro a junction 
'was effected o'ff Lisbon, whence the fleet was to proceed 
to the Azores, to intercept the returning .Spanish 
com'oys, in accordance with the original scheme of the 
expedition. The weather, however,, proved contrary, 
and the squadrons were driven northward and dispersed 
over a wide area. So soon as they could .resume touch, 
another council was held, at which Ealeigh opposed any 
further operations in the Azores at tlic present season, 
and the scheme was rejected on account of the short- 
ness of supplies. Essex was, nevertheless, prepared to 
go himself with a small squadi'on, provisioned with such 
stores as the rest of the fleet could spare. Monson 
suggests that the spoils of Cadiz made the majority of 
the commanders anxious to return liomc, and, iieA^er to be 
ti’usted when ciiticising Ealeigh, attributes Iiis opposition 
to jealousy of Essex. Ealeigh may ].)0 credited witli 
higher motives. He had shown himself to Ijo cautious 
ill sea service, especially when great issues ’were at stake. 
He had experienced the dangers of the present divided 
command, and had assisted in averting disaster by 
bringing the views of the two generals into tardy 
harmony at a critical moment. He perceived the 
fleet, in which there was much sichness, to be a little 
out of hand, and after the experience of Lord 
Thomas Howard at the Azores, lie was justified in 
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disapproving the' despatch of a weak force to operate 
there. If a , strong fleet w’'as ;imaTble to proceed for the 
reasons which had i-endered the- retention ' of Gadi^- 
iiiipossiHej Ealeigh' had good .reason to advocate the 
abaiidoiiixient of the' enterprise. 'altogether. 'The 'utmost 
which Essex could persuade his ' colleagues to attempt was 
a descent upon Corunna and Ferrol, where he found not 
a ship to destroy. ■ The Queen who, as usual, was deeply 
interested in' the partition of the spoils, and indignant 
that they had not been greater, found fault with her 
faithful old servant, the Lord High Admiral, for not 
having. supported the proposal of. Essex to sail to the 
Azores. In his reply to 'certain criticisms on the cam- 
paign Essex attributes the more conspicuous omissions 
to dissensions in' his council, ' and' in two places mentions 
Ealeigh by name as sharing the 'responsibility. He must, 
however, have convinced himself that - Ealeigh^s opinions 
expressed at the Council were -given in good faith and 
not without Justification, for soon alter their return 
from ; Cadiz' they were' for a time on terms of - friendly 
intimacy. .Not only did '.Essex - not oppose his, eventual- 
restoration .to Court, but - he summoned him -to the^ 
Council of War which met in the ensuing aiitiiinn, and, 
on the re.newal of his own command at sea, once more 
secured, his .former Vice-Admiral as - a colleague. 

From Eerrol the squadrons hurried home. There 
was a lack of dignity in the anxiety of the rival com- 
maiiders to be the first to report the proceedings of the 
fleet, and claim., each for himself, a maximuni of the 
credit. If the views of the various leaders on the due 
apportiomiient of merit in this action resembled those 
of the Athenian admirals after the battle of Balainis, the 
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%^erdiGt of his countrymen, on Ealeigh^s services has been 
similar to that of the Athenians in the case of Tliemis- 
tocles. The figure of the magnificent -courtier, in Ms 
plumed and jewelled bravery on the yioop of the JVarsjnte^ 
defying the artillery of the forts and , the ordnance of 
the galleys v/ith a blast from his silver trirmpet, or 
thrusting his ship atlwart the Puntal channel in generous 
emulation for the post of danger, appealed to the popular 
imagination ; and, though Essex bore no public testi- 
mony to his deserts, there is ample evidence that by 
the public at large he 'was regarded as the hero' of the 
fight at Cadiz. His friend and admirer, Sir Gleorge 
Carew, bore '^vitness in a letter to Eobert Cecil that 
‘'that which he did in the sea service could .not be 
bettered”; and Sir. Anthony Standeri, an officer and 
partisan of Essex, wrote to Biirgiiley in the iollowdrig,' 
terms: — “Sir Walter Kaleigh did, in niy judgment, no 
man better; and his artillery most effect : I never knew 
the gentleman until this time, and I am sorry for it, for 
there are in him excellent things besides his valour: 
and tlie observation lie hath in this voyage used witli 
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The action at Cadiz roused the aged bigot at Madrid to 
one last display’ of energ}^, and neither the exhaustion 
of his treasiuT. the mutinous attitude of his nobility, 
the despair of the ruined merchants, nor even the pacific 
counsels of the papal nuncio could alter his determina- 
tion to "wipe out this dire disgrace. The convoys had 
reached lionie in safety. With the galleons returned 
from foreign service, and vessels seized by embargo to 
act as transports, a new Armada was prepared in Lisbon 
and San Lucar, and the command entrusted to a Lepanto 
veteran, ]\Iartin cle Padilla, Adelantado of Castiiie. At 
the same time the policy of half -measures pursued at 
home had gradually brought about a situation which 
justified grave anxiety. The Spaniards were firmly 
established in Calais and in Brittany. Ireland was 
threatened with another rebellion, and Spanish officers 
were reported to have landed there to organise revolt. 
The long duration of the war had caused acute distress, 
and even the city of London pleaded inability to continue 
supplying those large contingents hitherto so generously 
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equipped. Military organisation was practicalhr non- 
existent, and the navy was in no condition, after tlio 
strain which it had lately undergone, to resume the 
offensive. At vsuch a crisis it was to Essex, v’hose 
influence in overcoming the Queeifls vacillation had 
been revealed in the late emergency, that all men looked 
as to the man of the hour, and for a while lie rose to 
the height of the occasion with a soberness raid strength 
which justified his popularity. When in the first days 
of November news arrived that the Spanish fleet was 
actually concentrating in Ferrol, a Council of War was 
summoned to meet under his auspices, which included 
all the most experienced captains, such as Tere, Cliiford, 
Norris, Borough, Willoughby, Carew, and Raleigh. 

Raleiglds opinion that the contemplated invasion 
would not he attempted until the following summer 
was soundly supported by logical and convincing argu- 
ments \ hut he had not reckoned with Philip’s insensate 
impatience, and gave him credit for prudence which he 
did not possess. Events proved that the forecast of 
Essex, ivho, holding that tlie enemy would come on 
without delay, was supported Iw a majority of the 
Council, correctly interpreted the movement to Ferrol. 
It was decided that Plymouth, the Isle of Wight, and 
Southampton should be strongly garrisoned, while the 
fleet was to be employed in giving the enemy check, so 
as to allow time for the land forces to concentrate at 
any menaced spot. But once more the elements and 
Philip’s crazy infatuation, in despatching an unready 
fleet to sea to cope with Atlantic storms, relieved the 
country from the need for further preparations. A 
gale wrecked seven galleons and twentj’'4ive other 
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vessels on the rocks of 'Finisterre, and the reinnaxit of 
the broken Armada was helpless' for further aggression. 
Stiii the old King’s courage was not- broken, and, though 
he , was forced to repudiate .his loans, a new armament 
was^ equipped during the winter at ■ Ferrol with' such 
energy as , a bankrupt exchequer , could enforce. ' Pro- 
posals submitted by Essex and ' Cumberland for an 
attack on Ferrol were rejected. The danger was not 
yet sufficiently urgent, and the ■ inland conn ties were 
miirmiiri.ng at the obligation to contribute to the fleet. 
Essex took the rejection of his scheme very ill;, and 
he had other causes for discontent in the promotion 
of Eobert Cecil, in whom he instinctively divined an 
antagonist, to the Secretaryship of State, in place 
of his own candidate, Sir Thomas Eodley, and in 
the Queen’s .refusal to bestow the Wardenship of 
the Cinque Ports on his friend Sir Eobert Sidney,. 
Ealeigh, who saw no hope for action till he was pacified, 
endeavoured to bring about a reconciliation with Cecil. 
It, was, however,- only when the Queen herself gratified 
the Earl’s long-cherished desire by making him M'aster 
of the Ordnance that his ill-humour passed. Ealeigh’s 
efforts then boro fruit, and in April he met Essex and 
Cecil in daily conference. On the 1st of June Cecil 
brought him to the palace, where the Queen received 
him graciously, and gave him authority to resume his 
duties as Captain of the Guard. In the evening he 
rode with the Queen, and ever after went boldly to 
tlie Privy Chamber as of old. 

In the meantime he had neglected no precautions for 
the defence of his lieutenancy in the west of England, 
which seemed destined to hear the brunt of the antici- 
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patecl invasion. The following letter, v’liich has only 
recently come to light, is of interest in illustrating the 
history of this period, as it shov's that Vvarrants vrere 
issued to private gentlemen to arm and train their 
tenants, and place their houses in a state to resist 
attack. 

To my loving friend John Eashleigh, of the touiiof 
Fowey, Esquire} 

Whereas j-'oii have of your own great charge made a place 
of defence in your house at Fowey, and furnished the same 
wnth ordnance and munition for the better repulsing of the 
enemy upon any attempt by them to be made by sea against 
the said town, which place hath been seen and very well 
allowed of by my Deputy Lieutenant. I have therefore thought 
it requisite for Her Majesty’s service to require you tliat you 
continue your care therein, and not to suffer the same to 
be impaired or disfurnished. And for the better effecting 
thereof, I do hereby assign and authorise you, your servants, 
and families, together with such twelve of your tenants 
dwelling in the said town, or next about, as yourself shall 
make choice of, to be always attendant to the said place of 
defence, and for that intent I hereby do discharge you and 
them from all watching, v/arding, training, mustering, and 
other martial services whatsoever. And that it shall l,)e 
lawful for you to furnish, arm, provide, and train the 
persons above, and at all times, and to employ them in this 
service from time to time as occasion sliall be offered, and 
as to your discretion shall seem convenient In which doing 
this my w-riting shall be your sufficient warrant given under 
my hand and seal, the xiiiith (fourteenth) of April 1597, 

Signed, W, ExVLEgh. 

^ This letter, which is not included in the collectioii of Edwards, 
and whieli, so far as the author knows, is now pnblislied iV»r tlie 
lirsttinie, has been placed at his disposal ity Mr. tlonathan Tkasli- 
leigh of Menabiily, to whom certain piuperty of the kindre^d 
faniily of Ealeigld has passed by direct descent. The hutcr is 
vnitten iti the hand of a secretary, but the signature is in Sir 
Walters own writing, and his seal is affixed. 
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' Preparations 'for an "attack on the Spanish ’ coasts 
were now once more prosecuted. Ealeigli was entrusted 
with the ■ idetiiailiiig' of /six thoiisan men. for' three, 
moiiths i" and Essex, in yirtue of. Jiis new' office,' devote d 
his iiidoiiiitable energy to .putting some system into the, 
military ■ organisation of . the country. By the middle 
of June a fleet, consisting of seventeen royal ships with 
their due contingent of ' pinnaces, transports, and store- 
ships, got to sea under the chief command of Essex, wflth 
Lord Thomas Howard as Vice-Admiral, and Ealeigh 
as Eear-Admiral, while the fourth . squadron of twenty- 
two. Dutchmen was led hy Dyvenvoord. Five thousand 
soldiers were on board under Vere as Lord Marshal, 
who, to ins indignation, wms nominally subordinated to 
a Lieutenant-General in young Lord Moimtjoy, the 
latest favourite of a Queen .still fancy free. At Cadiz 
Vere and Ealeigh had parted not on the best of terms. 
While the fleet lay off the'. 'Kentish coast Essex caused, 
them to meet and shake hands, which they did right 
willingly, having had nothing between them ‘Gvhich 
might blemish reputations.” 

Essex had instructions to attack the fleet preparing 
at Ferrol, unless the Adeiantado had alread}’ got to sea, 
in which case he was to operate against him at his dis- 
cretion. Having secured the command of the sea, he had 
authority to proceed to the Azores and intercept the 
Spanish convoys. the watchful eye of 

old John Hawkins was wanting now, and the ships were 
Mi of defects and miserably manned. After battling 
for a week with an Atlantic , storm Ealeigh in the JFar- 
spiie^ belie'^dng the fleet had akeady put back, returned 
to Plymouth. Essex held out a few days longer and 
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readied Falmoiitli with the Me^'lionour sinking under him. 
Onl}’ the old professional sailor Lord Thomas rode out 
the galCj and made Corunna before lie rejoined the flag. 
.Bad liidv pursued Esses:..'. His ships became ' infected 
with sicknessj and the gale showed no signs of abating. 
At length a new flagship, the Lion^ was ready to receive 
him. He disembarked all the troops ivith the exception 
of a thousand Netherland veterans, and got away with 
the wind on the 17th of August. 

It seemed clear that at so advanced a season the 
Adelantado would not hazard any serious attempt at 
invasion that year ; nevertheless the Queen had insisted 
on the movement against Ferrol, vrliich was now to be 
limited to a hre-ship attack, and with this object the 
first rendezvous was fixed at Fiiiisterrc. A gale drove 
the fleet into the Bay of Biscay, and they had much ado 
to beat out again. The Bt. Matth.eii\ one of the Cadiz 
prizes, -was disabled, and only carried into a French 
port by the undaunted courage of Carew. Essex, who 
had again transferred his flag to the BeR^ihe-, was delayed 
a dangerous leak, and in doubling Cape Prior Ealeigh’s 
mainyard snapped, forcing him to drive before the wind 
and pass on to the second rendezvous at Lisbon. The 
DreadmugM stood by him in his dihiciilties, whicli were 
increased by the failure of his mainmast, and a iiuinber 
of other vessels followed him. An attack on Ferro! 
vritli the reduced squadron was impracticable, and 
Spanish captures confirmed the report tliat the Armada 
would not sail that year, Ealeigh, on the other hand, 
was told off Lisbon that the Adelantado had actually 
got away to the Azores, and managed to convey this 
improbable information to Essex, who eagerly swallowed 
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it, and ordered the Eear-Admiral to join hiiii at the 
islands. On the 1 5th of September the two Admirals met 
at Flores and dined together. ■ Satisfactory expianatioiis 
of his reasons for 'parting eompany were : given' by 
Ealeigii, and 'Essex, who was' in reality relieved to have 
so, good an excuse for miiniiig'' direct to the' Azores, 
treated d'liiii with every consideration, in spite of the 
elide avoiirs of his enemies to create friction. 

A pinnace homeward bound from the Indies brought 
a further misleading report that the troasuro fleet, 
even if it sailed that year, would in any case avoid the 
islands, and Essex unfortunately developed liis plan of 
action "with his usual precipitancy on the assumption 
that the information was correct. The various islands 
of the central group were assigned to different squadrons, 
and they were to distrain for supplies to enable them 
to hold the sea. The strongly fortified roadstead of 
Terceira vras not to be attempted at present. Essex 
and Ealeigli ^rere to co-operate in seizing the roadstead 
of Fayal, the second position of strength. Moimtjoy 
and Blount were despatched east to St. Michaels. Lord 
Thomas Howard vxis to watch the approaches to Ter- 
ceira, while the Dutch squadron undertook Pico. 
Ealeigli, the last to arrive at Flores, was short of water, 
and had commenced filling his casks when lie received 
orders to follow Essex without delay to Fa^val, but the 
impetuous General was already out of sight by the time 
he got to sea. When on the following day lie anchored 
in the roadstead the co-operating squadron was nowhere 
to ]}e seen. He waited impatiently, and only on the 
third day called a Council to discuss the situation, at 
which the partisans of Essex strongly opposed landing 
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until the missing ships arrived. He waited 3-et. another 
dajr, and was then compelled by a shift of the wind to 
change his position and lie under the lee of a headland 

which screened him from the town. This brought him 
m view of a convenient watering-place, and aV there 
was Still no sign of the missing General, he determined 
to complete the operations which had been, intemipted 
at hajml, landing a company to guard the water 
party. The Spanish troops, liowever, seeing his pre- 
parations, inarched down to hold tlie springs. With 
two hundred and sixty seamen and volunteers^ he rowed 
ashore in the face of an enemy twice as numerous and 
piotected by entrenchments. The seamen wavered 
under their heavy fire, but Kaleigh, bidding those follow 
him who were not afraid, lallied their courage, and 
clambering over broken rooks led a brilliant dash on 
the entrenchments, which the Sjianiards abandoned. 
Action was now engaged, and it was impossible to draw 
back or prolong the delay without discredit. The boats 
returned to the ships for a complement of veteran troops, 
which brought up the force to some five hundred men. 
ihe road to the town of Orta, some five miles distfmt, 
was guarded by two forts, which eiiiiljidod the lino of 
marcli. Raleigh, with forty gentlemen volunteers, Icrl 
them past the fort on the headland without waiting for 
his armour. But the fire was hot and the troops" ran 
for cover. Then buckling on his cuirass, he set out 
with Sir Arthur Gorges, the historian of this action, 
and a small company to reconnoitre the road, under a 
searching fire from the fort. Gorges was wounded in 
the leg, and Sir Walter himself had several liullots 
thiough his clothes, but the reconnaissance was sue- 
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cessful. ; A safe line of advance was discovered, and botli 
tlie town and the second fort were evacuated on tlieir 
approach. . Only the fort ''on the headland remained to 

he' ' dealt ■with. ■ Early ' ' the ' ■: next morning Essex, who, ' 

retaining both Mount joy and Howard, had gone In pur- 
suit of an' imaginary treasure 'ship, entered' the road- 
stead. His niortihcation was extreme. Siiigiedianded 
his rival had made himself master' of Fayal, and the 
honours of the fight ^vere his alone. In the bitterness 
of a disappointment for wdiich he had only himself to 
blame, it was not difficult for his jealous partisans to 
persuade him that Ealeigh had broken orders and 
rendered Iiimself liable to the extreme penalty of dis- 
obedience. The officers who had landed were placed 
under arrest, and the Rear-Admiral wms summoned to 
the IleRuke to give an account of his action. His 
defence vras clear and complete. The article of w^ar 
under which he 'was called in question laid down that 
no captain of a ship or company, if separated from the 
fleet, should laud without orders from the General or 
some principal commander under pain of death. He 
claimed, bawvever, to be a principal commander, upon 
whom, in succession to Essex and Howard, the whole 
command '^voukl by royal letters patent devolve. As 
such he \vas not subject to the article in. question. 
Moreover, he had orders to coniplete his "water at Fayal, 
and it w-as this operation ‘which had brought on a 
general action. He protested against the arrest of his 
officers, and claimed to he alone responsible. Essex 
appeared to be satisfied "with this explanation, and w’ent 
ashore to visit Raleigh in his quarters. Lord Thomas 
Floward intervened in a spirit of conciliation, and 
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persuaded Ealeigli to oiTer a formal excuse, wMcli Essex 
honourably accepted. The incident was closed, but it 
had gi^en Ealeigli an insight into the real ^sentiments 
of Essex towards himself which he was not, likely to 
forget, and no mention of the capture of Fayal was 
recorded to his credit in the public despatches. Mean- 
while the other fort had been evacuated, and nothing 
now remained hut to carry off the ordnance and such 
plunder as the town afforded. 

The general plan of action had not been fol- 
lowed. Onl}?- the Dutch squadx'on, after laying waste 
the island of Pico, was at its appointed destination 
guarding the western approaches. Essex now led his 
combined fleet to Graciosa and thence to St. Michaels, 
which he announced his intention of taking before 
returning home. Some confusion arose in the trans- 
mission of orders, and four ships, among which was 
Monson’s, got away to the west instead of the south- 
east. Scarcely had Essex sailed when Monson found 
himself in sight of the plate -fleet, escorted by eight 
Spanish galleons. All through the night he made the 
concerted signals, but no friendly sail bore up, and it 
was onty in the nioining that the him, 

followed by the Mary Bose and DreudmugliB and seconded 
his efforts to bring the enemy’s rearguard to action. 
The Spaniards refused battle and held on their course 
till they had carried the convoy safely under the guns 
of Terceira. Incredible mismanagement had snatched 
the prize from the Englishmen’s grasp, Tlio successive 
invasion of islands which they could not hold was of 
little practical value. The Angra road of Terceira,-, with 
its powerful defences, was the real key of the situation, 
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and tills Essex had excluded froni' his scheme of opera- 
tion, as too strong for the small force at liis disposal 
The capture of the fortified^ roadstead of Eayal a 
comprehensible step : the dispersion of the .'liciet among 
the islands, ^vith a view to rapid concentration, should 
the plate -licet be sighted, was also an intelligible 
proposal ; Init the orders given to the united squadrons 
to proceed to St. Michaels could not be defended. 
Monson, in his account of the expedition, attnlmtcs 
all the blame to the inexperience of the Couimander- 
iii-Chicf, and to his weakness in yielding to the repre- 
sentations of divers gentlemen who, ^‘coming prin- 
cipally for land service, found themselves tired by 
the tediousness of the sea.” Monson himself did 
his best to retrieve the disaster, and attacked the 
Spaniards in the very mouth of the harbour. But an 
attempt to cut out some disabled ships was repelled by 
overwhelming forces, and there was nothing left for the 
four British ships to do but impotently to await the 
return of the iieet. Before that took place, on the last 
day of September, the treasure had ]3een landed and 
stored, and the galleons were drawn up in an impreg- 
nable position under the shelter of tlie forts. In his 
despair Essex was now ready to undertake what he had 
deemed impossible, even before the arrival of the Spanish 
reinforcements. Howard and Ealeigh were 'willing to 
second the attempt wn'th their seamen, but the. plan was 
found to be impracticable, and it was decided to await 
the next movement of the enemy at St. Mieliaels. On 
his way, however, Essex had succeeded in capturing 
a rieli Havana ship of four hundred tons, whose ca,rgo, 
consisting of gold, silver, pearls, and spices, went far to 


x 62 sir WALTER RALEIGB , chap. 


pay for.tlie cost of the expedition. Ealeigii had the 
generosity to express' his satisfaction that there would 
now be “no repining against -this poor lord for the 
expenses of the A^oyage.” 

Ill luck' pursued them to St. Michaels, where Ealeigii 
wuis left to. make a demonstration off Piiiita Delgada, 
while Essex and Howard sought a more sheltered 
landing-place at Yilia Franca. A big East India carrack 
was observed standing in for the bay. Her capture 
seemed inevitable, when one of the Dutch ships gave the 
alarm by prematurely opening fire, and she altered her 
course and ran ashore. The crew escaped in boats, and 
the splendid prize, laden wdth spices, was burned to the 
water’s edge, perfuming all the coast, before Ealeigh 
and his men could reach her through the heavy sea in 
their barges. The march overland from Yilia Franca to 
the capital was found to be too long and arduous, and 
Ealeigh was ordered to rejoin the revSt of the fleet, 
which had meanwhile been restocked. Too much 
time had been lost, and the stormy season was already 
at hand when, on the Otli of October, they sailed for 
home in the most direct line each ship could make. 

That very day the last Armada had sailed for the 
channel. The Adelantado, driven to sea against his 
better judgment by Philip’s importunity, had orders 
to establish a base at Falmouth. Thence the fleet was 
to return and embark contingents from Lisbon. "\Ylth 
a large number of English ships detained in the Azores, 
with rebellion in Ireland, and a Spanish occupation of 
Calais and Brittany, the scheme offered no insuperable 
difficulties' But the Adelantado had sailed too late, 
and the English could count on the autiimu gales as a 
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constant ally. The Channel defence squadron and the 
land forces, were mobilised, thanks in great measure, to: 
the reforms iiiaiigurated : by ' Essex,- mth , a ■ on 

which Philip had not reckoned,^ and the fleet retiiriiiiig 
from the Azores in ignorance, of the' Spanish move and 
milianipered by strategic obligations, made a quick 
journey home, in spite of The tempestuous weather, 
■which wms once more to disperse the forces of the 
invader. The Journey -was, Iiowmver, not \?ithout in- 
cident. The I'Farspiie, 'which throughout had not j^roved 
too seaworthy, -was in collision soon after the start, 
and became so leaky that she 'was with difiiciilty kept 
afloat, John Davis, -who was acting as navigating 
officer to Essex, failed, in spite of all his experience, to 
recognise the banks of Scilly, and passed north of the 
Land’s End in spite of the protest of Ealeigli’s sailing- 
master, heading straight for the Welsh coast. The 
signal guns of the IFarspite, however, arrested Essex 
before it w^as too late, and he tacked about. Raleigh 
himself, who had been unable to water or provision at 
St. Michaels, anchored in the last extremity at St. 
Ives, •\vhe.nce he made his w^ay overland to Plymouth, 
and found that Mountjoy had already arrived with 
four galleons. Essex followed shortly , afterwards, and 
posting up to London, received full powders to provide 
for the national defence, in a letter from the Queen, 
^rhicli made no allusion to his recent failure beyond a 
caution to ‘Mveigh well the value of intelligence before 
taking irrevocable action.” Raleigh, in the meantime, 
was organising the forces of his western lieutenancy, 
w'hile Ilo^vard took charge of the fleet. The progress 
of the Adelaiitado remained a mystery, until a captured 
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Spariisli fiy-boat gave information that the Armada had 
been scattered hy the easterly gales at a point some ten 
leagues from the Lizard. A few stragglers held on to 
Falmoutlg and were actually sighted there ; others took 
refuge, and were captured, in the ports of the Bristol 
Channel Ineffectually the mighty fleet had melted 
away before the rage of the elements, and ship after 
ship, without waiting for orders, ran hack before the 
wind to Spain. Thus for the third and last time came 
to nought Philip’s stubborn effort to put back the hand 
of time and arrest the progress of our national destiny. 
This disaster, and the ensuing recrudescence of activity 
on the part of the English privateers, taught him on his 
death-bed the lesson which his life had left unlearned ; 
and in his last advice to his successor he urged him to 
come to terms mth that stubborn race of heretics who 
had proved too strong for him, and to accord them the 
license to travel and trade in the Indies, the refusal of 
which had transferred to England the sceptre of the 
sea. 

The following year was big with great events. If 
Henry the Fourth of France, hy the peace of Verniers, 
\vas pledged to withdraw his half-hearted support, the 
Netherlands renewed their treaty with the Queen. 
Philip and his life-long adversary, the veteran Buighley, 
were both removed from the scene. The exhaustion of 
Spain and the vigour of , the Protestant Powders marked a 
new distribution of forces, which tended to the restora- 
tion of peace. There was to be one more alarm of 
invasion, and one more summons to the flag, if indeed 
the mobilisation of 1599 was not in reality rather a 
precautionary measure occasioned by the menace of 
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doinestic , disturbances. . : In. any case, Lord' Tlio'iiias.. 
Howard, with Ilaleigh as Vice-Admiral, organised the 
naval forces with a promptitude and energy ivhich dis- 
counted the plans of the enemy. The threatened attack 
wavS ] lever made, and the fleet was paid off without 
having fired a shot against the ‘^Invisible Armada.’^ 
This was Ealeigb/s last naval experience. Throughout 
his career he was rather a soldier than a sailor by 
profession, and he never enjoyed the opportunities 
afforded by an independent command. In one at least 
of the two expeditions to the Spanish coast, in which 
he led a squadron, his judgment contributed in no small 
degree to the success of the enterprise. His title to 
fame does not rest on his achievement as an admiral, 
but in a man so various and so versatile liis sea service 
is at least respectable, and it afforded liini brilliant 
occasions for the display of that conspicuous gallantry 
in which he wtis surpassed b}^ none of his great con- 
temporaries. Henceforth new names appear in the 
annals of the sea, and the giants of old withdraw from 
the quarter-decks of the galleons. 


■ CHAPTEE. X ■■ 

'■ / 'ESBEX -.AND '.BALEIGH A, 

The failure of the campaign in the Azores had been 
viewed with remarkable indulgence at Court. But 
Essex was out of conceit with himself, and gave way to 
the ill -humour %vhich he never concealed from the 
Queen when his imperious will was thvairted or a rival 
received preferment. The growing influence of Cecil, 
in whom, notwithstanding their intimacy, he recognised 
an antagonist, was as distasteful to him as the advance- 
ment of the “sycophant'' Cobham; but what he for 
the moment most resented w’as the bestowal of an 
earldom on the Lord Pligh Admiral. As a holder of 
one of the four great offices of state the new Earl of 
Nottingham could now claim precedence over all other 
earls, of whatever date of creation. Alleging the 
plea of ill- health he withdrew from Court with his 
offended dignity, suffering the real cause of Ids irrita- 
tion to be advertised by the group of flatterers who had 
identified themselves with his fortunes. After a first 
outburst of anger at his pretensions the Queen was 
quick to relent, and Ealeigh, who since his restoration 
to favour had displayed his usual address in securing 
his position, was employed to effect a reconciliation. 
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His ingenious suggestion was adopted. Essex was 
created Earl Marshal, and becoming thus the incumbeiit 
of /aiiotlier of "the . four great '.offices, ' recovered the' 
precedence of his rank. But the favourite was only 
appeased at the expense of hTottingham, who had 
enjoyed his temporary triumph, and now himself retired 
from the Court in turn. The growing familiarity of 
Raleigh, Essex, and Cecil was once more the subject of 
comment ; and when the last-named left for France in 
February, 1598, to watch the negotiations between 
Henry and Spain, some sort of compact appears to 
have been drawn up by the triumvirate, in accordance 
with wdiich Essex pledged himself during CeciFs absence 
not to urge councils which might contravene his policy 
or press for appointments which he could not apj)rove. 
His attitude, ho'wever, tow’-ards the Spanish negotiations 
tended once more to create friction at Court, which 
other episodes rendered acute. His defence of the 
young Earl of Southampton, the friend and patron of 
Shakespeare, -who had committed the unpardonable 
crime of matrimony, wvas hardly forgiven, when the 
Queen’s refusal to entertain his candidiite, Sir George 
Carew’, as Ormonde’s successor in Ireland, led to the 
memorable scene in Council at wdiich Elizabeth, pro- 
voked ])y a gesture of impatience, dismissed him wdtli a 
box on the ear. To the wdid Avords ivhich he is said to 
have used on this occasion Raleigh attributed his final 
dowmfall, and from this time both he and Cecil 
abandoned any further hope of an understanding. 
The death of Eurghley had brought on the struggle for 
supremacy 'which was to prove fatal to Essex, and the 
preferment of Cecil made them irreconcilable enemies. 
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His ambition, thwarted in the iminecliato present, saw 
possibilities in the fixture. The burning question of the 
succession filled all men’s thoughts. King James of 
Scotland, who was endeaYouring to form a party in 
England to support him in the clay of issue, opened 
secret coinnumications with Essex, as he also did in 
Ireland with the rebel Tyrone, with ‘whom the former, 
as Lord Deputy, was shortly to attempt a composition. 
It is probable that Cecil had early knowledge of these 
intrigues, and realised that there would be no place for 
himself or for Ealeigh in the councils of a king who 
believed he owed the reversion of the throne to Essex. 
If there is no evidence of a definite breach wdth Ealeigh 
at this time, there is evidence of the bitterness with 
which Essex regarded the renewal of his ascendency 
over their royal mistress. The fact is they had been, 
consciously or unconsciously, lifedong antagonists. To 
a noble of the sixteenth century the successful Ealeigh 
appeared in the light of a dangerous adventurer, whoso 
ostentatious ecpiipages savoured of the parvenu. Sir 
Walter, on the other hand, proud as Lucifer, and 
conscious that he came of as good a stock as any in 
England, resented the appreciation he could not ignore ; 
and his resentment was not the less deep because his 
self-control enabled him to bear with temper much that 
he regarded as insolence. In their vailous encounters 
Ealeigh had not unfrerpiently shown himself tlie better 
gentleman. The year after liis arrival at Court Essex 
had unmasked his feelings in a letter to an intimale 
friend. During a royal progress to Theobalds tlic 
Queen, while staying at Kortli Hall in Hertfordshire, 
had given some real or imaginary cause for offence Ixy 
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ignoring the presence of liis sister, tlie wife of Sir 
Thomas Perrot, who in early days had cpiarrelled with 
Raleigh, He had told the Queen that her real reason 
for otlering this disgrace to himself and his sister ‘Hras 
only to please that knave Raleigh/^ The Queen’s 
remonstrance, he added, “did so trouble me that, as 
■nea.r as I could, I did describe unto her what he had 
been and what he was. I was loth to be near about 
her, v'licn I knew . . . such a wretch as Raleigh highly 
esteemed of her.” 

In the following year, a few rveeks after the defeat of 
tlie Armada, the Council intervened to prevent a duel 
between the rivals, all reference to which has been 
buried in silence. Then followed their unexpected 
meeting during the expedition to Portugal, when a 
fresh occasion of conflict arose through the support 
given by Essex to his partisan, Sir Roger Williams, in 
his attempt to embargo Raleigh’s share of prize 
money, and on Sir Walter’s temporary withdrawal from 
Court, Essex remained all- po'^verful with the Queen 
until he ineiirred her anger by his marriage with 
Frances Walsingliam. In the hour of his disgrace 
Raleigh once more became the indispensable courtier at 
the Queen’s right hand, till he in turn, by a similar 
indiscretion, fell under displeasure, and Essex resumed 
the place to which he held it presumption in another to 
aspire. It w^as long before Raleigh found forgiveness, 
and once he had ceased to be formidable as a rival the 
great qualities, wliich even his \yorst enemies admitted, 
could not be ignored by a man of frankH generous 
character like Essex, who had grown older and wiser 
since their first encounter ten years earlier. He there- 
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fore welcomed his former rivaFs participation in the 
Cadiz enterprise with that open-hearted warmth which 
was natural to him when left to liis own impulses. 
The results of the expedition irere. howevorj little 
calculated to- promote harmony betw^een these two I'est- 
less natures, whose only bond of union was their 
common eagerness to prosecute the war with Spain, 
The Islands^ voyage only served to widen the breach. 
The little success achieved redounded exclusively to the 
credit of Sir Walter, who would have been more than 
human if he had forgiven the scene on the quarter-deck 
of the Ilepulse. Restored to favour and daily consulted 
on questions of foreign and domestic policy, while 
Essex himself tras wilfully exhausting the patience of a 
most indulgent mistress, Raleigh became the object of 
his cordial detestation, which he was petty ^enough to 
exhibit by a most unfortunate attempt to humiliate his 
rival Ho had learned that, at a tournament to be held 
on the Queen’s birthday, Raleigh, wdio was now in his 
forty-seventh year and somewhat beyond the age for 
such rough sports, nevertheless intended to appear, and 
that his train W' ould be distinguished by orange-coloui'ed 
plumes. He accordingly mustered a large company, said 
to have numbered some two thousand horsemen, decorated 
in similar fashion, and himself, attired in an orange suit 
•with closed vizor, entered the lists at their head, thus 
reducing Raleigh’s little band to the semblance of a 
section of his own following. The device served him 
ill, for he made so poor a show in the tilting that he 
found it discreet to change his dress and reappear 
unmasked in a livery of green. His identity was, 
ho^vever, detected, and Bacon has preserved tlie ironical 
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reply made to a spectator wlio inquired why tlie orange 
knight had changed his colours, “ Surely because it may 
be reported that there was one in green who ran worse 
than he in orange-colour.” 

The appointiiient of a new governor to Ireland, 
where the rebellion, which had gathered strength under 
Tyrone, demanded a ruler 'of experience, gave' rise to 
much discussion. It has been maintained that the 
appointment . was actually offered to ' Ealeigli and was 
by him refused y but it is scarcely credible that he 
would have declined so great an office, however dis- 
tasteful a return to “ that lost land ” might have been 
to his inclinations, nor is it probable that Essex wmuid 
have accepted a position which had been rejected by 
his rival. Mount joy’s nomination was seriously con- 
sidered, but was opposed by Essex on the grounds of 
liis want of experience and a devotion to studj" which 
prejudiced his activity. The pacification of the 
Continent offered few opportunities to an ambitious 
soldier, and the prospect of military operations in 
Ireland may have first induced Essex to covet the 
governorship. It is also I’easonable to assume that 
both Cecil and Ealeigh were forward in urging his 
appointment to the grave of reputations. In any case he 
consented at last to fill the thankless post himself, and 
lie had no sooner left to take command of the largest 
army which had ever been mustered in Ireland, than he 
realised that in accepting office he was pla^dng into the 
hands of his enemies, as he candidly admitted in his 
desponding and passionate letters to the Queen. His 
partisans took care that his wrongs should be in all 
men’s ears. His open-handed generosity, his courage 
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and his magnificence, had ever made him a popular 
idol, and he now came to be regarded as the Tictiin o£ 
seif-seeldng ' intriguers; / w had triimiplied over his 
disinterested patriotisni. There must have been some 
extraordinary- fascination, some indefinable ascendency 
in Essex, which won for him the constant aftectioii of ' 
the populace, the devotion of his personal adherents, 
and almost persuaded no less a man than Mount joy to 
contemplate the crime of treason for frieiidsliip’s sake. 

In Ireland he assumed a royal state, and proclaimed 
an era of amnesty and restitution A hiimaneivpolicy 
in that distracted land ma}^ well have been the more 
judicious course, but it was adopted before he had time 
to form any real estimate of the situation, and it was 
certainly inconsistent with his instructions. His repeated 
truces with Tyrone, followed by perpetual demands for 
reinforcements and subventions, gave colour to the 
suspicion that his policy was less inspired by motives of 
benevolence than b}’^ the ambition to guarantee his own 
independence and overawe his enemies. To Ealeigh, as 
to most of his contemporaries, composition with re].)el]io.n 
was inconceivahle, and it was his iiisp>iration which 
Essex detected in the severe letters of censure wliicli 
his proceedings evoked from the Queen, The compact 
resulting from his interview with Tyrone was the cul- 
mination of a , poiic}^ which fulfilled the anticipations 
of those who had foreseen that his administration of 
Ireland would inevitably lead to his ruin. In the suiimier 
of 1599 a sudden mobilisation of all the available forces 
in England was ordered. A fleet under Lord Thomas 
Howard and Sir Walter put to sea with extraordinary 
rapidity ; a guard of six thousand men was told off for 
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the protection of the Queen’s person ; and for a fortnigiit 
chains were stretched across the streets of London, and 
lights maintained ail night. JSTo former menace of the 
Adelantado’s armadas had ever produced such a panic, 
and a general suspicion was aroused that such prepara- 
tions were less inspired by the dread of foreign invasion 
than by news which had reached the Queen’s advisers of 
some desperate project conceived l)y the Lord Deputy. 
Sir Christopher Blount, on the scailbld, in answer to a 
question of Ealeigh’s, unhesitatingly replied that Essex 
had in Dublin discovered to him liis intention “ to trans- 
port a choice part of the army in Ireland into England, 
and to land them in Wales, at Milford, or thereabouts,’’ 
and having thus secured his communications, to gather 
together such other forces as would enable him to march 
on London. Blount himself had urged him rather “ to 
go over himself with a good train, and make sure of the 
Court,” and such was the course which Essex pursued, 
without waiting for the authorisation of Queen or 
Council. He found the Queen at Nonsuch, and bursting 
unannounced and unceremoniously into the private 
apartments, was committed as a prisoner to the Lord 
Keeper’s custody. The story of his treason, of which 
the final act ^ras but an episode, ib in many points 
obscure ; but it is possible from the confessions of his 
fellow -conspirators to reconstitute a good deal of the 
preliminary history, which indicates clearly that the real 
object in view was the removal of Cecil, Ealeigh, and 
others of the Queen’s advisers. The subject can only 
be dealt with here in so far as it has been held to com- 
promise the character of Ealeigh, and in order to defend 
him from the charge of being privy to the death of 
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Essex. That Ealeigh desired to render him iiinoeiiouSj 
that after much provocation he failed in the generosity 
he had displayed in previous encounters, is neither 
doubtful nor surprising ; that he was active in procuring 
the EarFs final condemnation is a charge wliicli there is 
no evidence to sustain. 

It appears from contemporary correspondence that 
public indignation was aroused by the detention of the 
Earl, who had been committed to honourable captivity 
at York House, on the 1st of October, 1599, without any 
form of trial, and at a Court of Star Chamber held on 
the 28th of November it was agreed to declare the causes 
of his imprisonment. Cecil was the means of con- 
veying to the Queen a letter of submission, which saved 
him from being brought before that dreaded tribunal. 
In March he was permitted to occupy his own house, 
and on the 5th of June he appeared before a special 
commission, appointed to examine into the administra- 
tion of Ireland, and to try the charge of disobeying the 
royal command. The sentence of the commissioners, in 
which it was made clear that had he been brought before 
the Star Chamber perpetual imprisonment in the Tower 
must have followed, was that he should exercise no piiMic 
office, and continue a prisoner at the QueeiFs pleasure in 
his own house. Cecil, who was studious not to appear 
as in active antagonism to so popular a personality, is 
reported at this time to have been constant in good offices 
to his prisoner, who was released on the 26th of August. 

During a great part of 1600 Ealeigh ^vas absent from 
Court. Ill March and April he ivas at Sherborne. In 
May he accompanied Cobham on a secret mission to 
Prince Maurice, who was endeavouring to relieve Ostend, 
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to wiiicli the Archduke had. laid siege.' Ou-his. return, 
apparently in July, he was appointed ,Go%^enior, of Jersey, 
whither lie proceeded in the early autumn, and before 
the end of the year he was back again at Sherborne. 
To this period, and probably to the early months of 
1600, must be ascribed a much-debated letter to Cecil, 
preserved among tlie Hatfield papers. It is signed 
with the initials AV. E. only, and beai’s no date, but 
it is endorsed Sir WcMer Fudcigli m Cecil’s own writ- 
ing, and 1601 has been added by a later hand. The 
assignment to 1601 is obviously an error. After the 
open rebellion of Essex at the beginning of that year, 
there would have been no occasion for Cecil to invite 
an opinion on the opportuneness of magnanimity, and 
Siiv Walter was in London during the outbreak and the 
trial The matter of the letter clearly points to a time 
when the question of trial before the Star Chamber 
hung in the balance, and when Cecil had assumed an 
overt attitude of conciliation. It %vas probably written 
from Sherborne, where Will Cecil, who was being 
brought up with young Waiter Ealeigh, would he before 
the writer’s eyes. The text is as follows. 

Sir — I am not wise enough to give you advice ; but if 
you take it tor a good counsel to relent towards this tyrant, 
you will rejient it when it shall he too late. His malice 
is fixed, and will, not evaporate by any our mild courses. 
For he will ascribe the alteration to lier Majest3?'’s pusil- 
lanimity, and not to your good nature ; knowing that you 
work but upon her Imniour, and not out of any love towards 
him. The less you make him the less he shall be able to 
harm you and yours. And if her Majesty’s favour tail him, 
lie will again decline to a cominon person. 

For after-revenges, fear them not ; for your own father 
that was esteemed to be the contriver of Norfolk’s ruin, yet 
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Ills son followetli your father’s son, and lovetli him. Humours 
of men succeed not, hut grow by occasions of time and pou'er. 
Somerset made no revenge on the Duke of Hortliumberland’s 
heirs. Northumberland, that now is, thinks not of Hatton’s 
issue. Kelloway lives, that murdered the brother of Horsey ; 
and Horsey let him go hy all his lifetime. 

I could name you a thousand of those ; and therefore 
after-fears are but prophecies — or rather conjectiires — from 
causes remote. Look to the present and you do wisely. His 
son shall be the youngest earl of England but one, and, if Iiis 
father be now kept down, Will Cecil shall be able to keep as 
many men at his heels as he, and more too. He may also 
match in a better honse than liis ; and so that fear is not 
worth tlie fearing. But if the father continue, he will be able 
to break the branches, and pull up the tree, root and all. 
Lose not your advantage ; if you do, I read your destin^A — 
Yours to the end, W. K. 

{Added in the margm). Let the Q. hold Botliwell, while 
she hath him. He will ever be the canker of her estate and 
safety. Princes are lost by security, and preserved by pre- 
vention. I have seen the last of her good days, and all ours, 
after his liberty. 

Admirers of RaleiglPs genius cannot but wish this 
letter unwritten. He had received ample provocation, 
and could not ignore the clanger to himself involvetl in 
the restoration to fortune of one wdiom lie had little cause 
to love. The partisans of the Earl ascribed all his mis- 
carriages to the machinations of Raleigh, vdio bore the 
brunt of the popular indignation, while the adroit Cecil, 
for the most part, managed to escape criticism. The 
letter indeed contains nothing to justify the interpretation 
of those who have read it as an attempt to dissuade Cecil 
from recommending a pardon after the conderanation of 
Essex. The whole phraseology indicates tliat it v;as trial 
before the Star Chamber, with its inevitable consequences 
of imprisonment in the Tower, -whicli Raleigh was ad\a:)- 
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eating, ami tlie, very reference to hk son as destined 
to be tlie youngest earl in ' England, . however we may 
interpret a' careless phrase, is; evidence that there was no 
question of attainder at the time this letter' was penned.'. 
Yet it remains an ungenerous lettei*, and one would wish 
Ealeigli to have , erred on the side of generositj?', the 
more so as this lapse from better judgment was only 
temporary, and he afterwards bitterly regretted his 
liostilifcy. " 

During the Earl’s long confinement, his friends, con- 
cerned for his safety, had reopened the correspondence 
with King Janies; and even Mount joy, under the 
influence of an ardent passion for his sister, had been 
tempted to contemplate treasonable courses, while he 
believed his friend to he in actual danger. He was, 
however, quick to repent, and though the attempt was 
made to seduce him from loyalty in Ireland, where he 
had succeeded Essex as Lord Deputy, he declined to 
lend himself to any intrigue. Towards the end of the 
year (1600) a letter was drafted to King James inviting 
him to send the Earl of Mar to London by the 1st of 
February following, ostensibly on an embassy to the 
Queen, but in reality to concert action with Essex and 
his party. In the instructions prepared in anticipation 
of his arrival, certain iiidividnals are indicated wliose 
counsels and endeavours tend to the advancement of 
the Infanta of Spain to the succession of this crown.” 
They arc in the west, Sir Walter Ealeigh, supreme 
ill Cornwall and Jersey, and thus able to ensure 
the Spanish landing ; Lord Cobham in the east, 
controlling the Ciiicpie Ports ; Sir George Oarew in 
Ireland ; the Lord Treasurer and the Lord Admiral, 
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both of them being principally loved by the principal 
secretary. Sir Eoberfc Cecil, who, for the further 
strengthening of himself, hath established his own 
brother, Lord Burghleigh, in the government of tlie 
north parts.” Thus it was that Essex, vrith whom 
Ealeigh had fought the Spaniard in so many campaigns, 
instilled into the mind of James that subtle poison 
wdiich was never enadicated, and was the first to 
formulate the monstrous charge on which he was tried 
and condemned, and for which at last he died. 

As the critical moment drew near when Essex was 
definitely to show his hand, but little secret was made 
of his intentions. The Government were fully warned 
of the coming rebellion, and had. taken all necessary 
measures of precaution. On the 7th of Fehruary he 
refused to obey a summons to the Council. The follow- 
ing clay the storm burst. In the morning Ealeigh 
endeavoured to convey a friendly warning to an old 
friend, Sir Eerdinando Gorges, by inviting him to a 
meeting. Gorges agreed, with the consent of Essex, to 
meet him in a boat on the river. He thanked him for 
his advice but said it came too late. Afterwards, at his 
examination, he stated tliat Sir Christopher Blount ha,d 
endeavoured to persuade him to Icill or to sei.ze Sir 
Walter, against whom the movement was partien]<‘uV'’ 
at this interview. He refused to be a part}’’ to such 
treachery. Blount, however, fired four shots at him 
from a boat as he returned from the interview, and on 
the scaffold begged forgiveness for his ill intent. Oil 
that memorable Sunday when Essex with his band of 
disaffected gentlemen raised the standard of revolt, 
spreading the monstrous cry that the cro^vll of Engla..nd 
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was sold to the Spaniard, Raleigh was not brought 
directly into contact with the rioters. It was only 
when Essex, proclaimed a traitor, had withdrawn after 
scenes of yioleiice into the house he had made defensible, 
tliat he was employed under the Lord High Admiral to 
invest it. At his preliminary examination Essex gave 
as his reason for not attending the Council that Raleigh 
and Cobiiam had prepared an ambush for him, but he 
w'-as unable to offer any evidence to support the slanderous 
accusation, which Blount admitted was a word cast out 
to colour other matters.” At the trial on the 19th of 
February Raleigh ivas examined as a witness, and gave 
his account of the interview with Gorges, wbich the 
latter confirmed in spite of the protestations of the Earl. 
Six days later Essex, brilliant, impetuous, lovable, but 
intolerant of rivalry and implacable in defeat, w^as led 
to the block in the thirty-fourth year of bis stormy 
life. Raleigh attended the execution in his capacity as 
Captain of the Guard, but he withdrew, as the prisoner 
approached the scaffold, into the armoury of the Tower. 
The infamous Stukeley did not scruple afterwards to 
circulate calumnious stories of his demeanour during the 
execution. Such charges need no contradiction; they 
are too obviously the invention of a mean-spirited nature 
soeldng to palliate the blackness of Ids own treachery. 
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CECIL AND EALEIGH 

It was long before the tragic end of Essex was forgiven 
by the people. The Queen's popularity waned from the 
hour of his death, which so affected her strength and 
spirits that her alternate humours of depression and 
irritability made it difficult for her advisers to approach 
her on matters of business. She does not, however, 
appear to have shown any resentment against his 
political antagonists, and Ealeigh’s influence enabled him, 
in return for due consideration, to procure tlio pardon 
of two of the conspirators, Littleton and Eaviiliam. 
Such payments -were the acknowledged perquisites of 
courtiers, and not accounted dislionoiiral}le. He had 
been little at Court during the previous year, but ho 
now resumed his ceremonial duties and accompanied 
the Queen on her last royal progress. She had antici- 
pated a visit from Henry the Fourth, who was actually 
at Calais, and with this object as far as J^over. 
Henry did not come, but he sent an envoy to greet the 
Queen in the person of the famous Eosni, Dulce of Sully, 
an old acquaintance of Ealeigh. Sully in liis memoirs 
recouiits the manner of their meeting. He was under 
the impression that his arrival at Hover ahis unkiiowii ; 
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but he had scarcely entered his room before some one 
approached him from hehindj. and touching, him. on the 
shoulder, exclaimed, “ I, arrest, you as my prisoner in' the 
Qiieen'‘’s iiame.,^’ Eosni, turning, 'recognised' his' old friend, 
who immediately conducted him to the royal presence. ' 
.Later, ■when Elizabeth repaired to ' Windsor, Raleigh 
paid a liiirried visit to Sherhoriie, whence he forwarded 
inf orniatioii collected from West-country skippers as to 
the movements of Spanish armaments, which were once 
more occupying the attention of ministers. In September 
he was back in time to take charge of the mission of 
the Duke of Biron, sent to announce the marriage of 
Henry to Marie de Medici. He showed his guests' the 
monuments at Westminster, entertained them at the 
Bear-garden, and laboured ‘Hike a mole” to complete 
the arrangements for their journey to Basing, where the 
Queen was staying with, the . Marquis of Winchester. 
He then returned to the West to keep liis watch on the 
Adelantado^s fleet, which, as he rightly foretold, was 
destined for the invasion of Ireland. On the 13th of 
October lie was able to announce the landing of a power- 
ful force which lay intrenched outside the town of 
Kinsalc, whence they had been twice beaten off by the 
garrison before the arrival of Mountjoy and Carew. 
These were years of feverish, activity. His colonial 
schemes had never slumbered, and he maintained his 
privateering squadrons constantly at sea. He engaged 
in joint ventures with Oohham and with Cecil, wdio was, 
early in 1603, morbidly anxious that his name should 
not appear as a member of the firm. He was busy with 
|ilans for reform in Jersey, where he had been recently 
appointed governor, under a patent which conveyed to 
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liiiii the manor of Bt GerniainSj hut at the same time^ 
hy a diaracteristio stroke ' of the peiij reserved .£300 
of the governor’s salary for the Queen’s rlisposal Thief 
as was his term of office,— -onl}' two visits to tlie island 
can he established witli certainty — his name was long 
remembered there with gratitude. He established a 
system of land -registration, and he abolished the 
compulsory service of the inhabitants of the Mont 
Orgiieil district in the covts du garde. He is also said 
to have initiated a trade, which, afterwards became very 
profitable, between Newfoundland and Jersey. His 
Wardenship of the Stannaries also gave him constant 
%voriv and complicated issues to decide. He was still 
in possession of his Irish estates, which he did not 
part with until December, 1602. He was planting and 
digging lakes at Sherborne, where moreover he had 
continual troubles with the bailiff he had himself 
appointed, whose claims to certain prerogatives in virtue 
of his office led to a number of lawsuits. Tliis John 
]\Ieeres, whose wife was a kinswoman of Essex, and who 
appears to have been canied a^vay by partisan spirit, 
was afterwards appointed commissioner to carry out the 
forfeitures ensuing from Ealeigh’s attainder. 

Besides these manifold and absorbing interests and 
the "duties of his office at Court, he devoted himself with 
zeal to his Parliamentary work when his presence in 
London during session rendered it possible. His en- 
lightened opposition to the persecution of sectarians, 
and to the compulsory provisions of a bill for enforcing 
attendance at church has already been mentioned. 
More remarkable, -however, is his exposition of the 
principle of laisse^ fairer in a speech on the Act for 
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Sewing Hemp, and in favour of repealing the Statute 
of Tillage. On tlie former proposal lie said, among 
miicli that is worth ciuotiag : '‘For my part I do not 
like this eon straining of men to manure or use their 
ground at our wills ; but rather let every man use his 
ground to that which it is most fit fox', and therein use 
Ills own discretion. For halsers, cables, cordage, and 
the lilvc, we have plentifully enough from foreign 
nations.’'’ And speaking to the latter measure, ho used 
these striking words : “I think the best course is to set 
corn at liberty, and leave every man free, which is the 
desire of a true Englishman. ” These liberal views did not, 
however, jxrevcnt him from energetically defending his 
privileges as 'Warden of the Stannaiies, wlien a general 
protest was raised against monopolies. The patent for 
the pre-emption of tin, which he held as representative 
of the Dukes of Cornwall, had not, he maintained, been 
disaclvraitageoiis to the miners, whose weekly earnings 
had doubled since his incumbency. Nevertheless, if all 
exceptional privileges were revoked, he was ready to see 
his own cancelled also. 

The relations between Cecil and Ealeigh had been 
intimate for many years. Their correspondence is as 
often domestic as official, and the letters abound in 
playful messages from Lady Ealeigh, whose faith in 
Cecils friendship was never shaken to the last. How 
genuine was Ealciglds regard for him is nowhere better 
revealed than in the letter which he addressed to him 
in 1597 on the death of his wife, a sister of Lord 
Cobham. It is impossible to read this letter, which has 
almost a touch of classic inspiration in its manly 
simplicitj?-, without realising both the sincerity of the 
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affection which inspired it and the writer’s comi'etion of 
the nr>l)ility of character of the friend wlioiii he was 
endeavoiiriiig to console/ CeciFs motherless child spent 
mrieh of his boyhood at Sherborne, -where liis father 
visited him ; and frequent messages reassured him as 
to young "Will CeciFs health and spirits. Cecil was a 
partner in many of Ealeigh's privateering ventures, and 
he contributed to the cost of the Gkiiana enterprise. A 
long comtiinnity of interests, culminating at last in their 
common antagonism to Essex, appeared to confirm this 
solidarity; and until the latter disappeared from the 
scene they remained in close and confidential intercouivse. 
Then imperceptibly CeciFs regard for his old associate 
began to cool, although Raleigh does not seem to have 
been aware of any change in his sentiments. Already, 
in June, 1601 , he had written to Carew complaining of 
the mutinies of those I do love,” and lamenting that 
the better man was swayed by the less v/orthy, namely, 
Cobham. The inception of this coolness is not oasj’' to 
trace, hut it is evident that after the death of Essex he 
never again took Raleigh into council or confidence. A 
crisis %vas at hand. It was obvious that the QueciFs 
life could not be greatly prolonged, and it v'as equally 
evident that King Janies of Scotland would have the 
sufl-rages of the English people. This was as well under- 
stood by Raleigh as by Cecil. Both of them had 
incurred the mistrust of the heir presumptive, and to 
both of them it became imperative to lay out their plans 
for the future. It is probable that Raleigh, wlio jierhaps 
did not aspire to the highest office, desired Cecil's con- 
fidence at this juncturej and he certainly made cmc effort 
to gain it. But the confidence which Cecil •withheld 
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from hxlm lie bestowed elsewlierej in a quarter incom- 
patible with fiiemdship for Ms old as^ Outwardly 

their relations coiitiniied to be cordial, and lialeigli 
seems to Have been quite unconscious of CeciFs growing 
alienation, but inevitably there grew up a new cleavage 
of interests and inf! Lienees. As the Queen’s vigorous 
mind began to decay, she grew less careful in reser^'ing 
her intercourse to those whom her penetrating instinct 
had approved as worthy. Such men as Southampton, 
with the countenance of Essex, and Gobham, in spite 
of his opposition, had come to occupy positions to 
which their merits were by no means commensurate. 
Cobham owed to family connections and great wealth 
Ills first rise to eminence and his position as a fav- 
ourite. But even to his contemporaries the syco- 
phant ” was really an object of contempt, and one of the 
many enigmas in the life of Ealeigh is presented by his 
association with so poor a creature. He was himself 
now at the zenith of his prosperity. It is true he had 
not achieved his ambition of entering the Privy Council, 
and so long as he advocated continuance of the war with 
Spain, the Queen, whose desire for peace grew more 
intense with years and infirmities, was easily persuaded 
not to adri another voice to the opposition. As Captain 
of the Guard, however, he had even greater facilities for 
tendering advice than a seat in the Council afforded. 
To Cecil, who had always credited him with soaring 
ambition, he may ivell have appeared in the light of a 
]}ossibIe rival. From the opportunities of the coming 
crisis an adroit and adaptable intriguer might conceiv- 
ably secure for himself a position intolerable to one of 
the old noliility, who looked upon government as their 
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■escluBive privilege'^ and, irksome' to ttie lieredifcary 'legis- 
lator 'wlio- had- kifckertQ: diad little, /experience of tlie 
: saving', grace ■ ,of ^ opposition. ' Tliroug'liont ;,Hs ;, career': 
Raleigli had shown a singular incapacity to inspire con- 
fideiice in his contemporarieSj and they vcoiild not 
neglect an opportunity of impressing Cecil with tlie 
dangerous elements in liis formidaldc persomdity. That 
mistrustful nature, incapable of sentiment, began in 
good time to provide for all future contingencies. 

The embassy of Lord Mar and j\Ir. Edward Bruce, 
despatched in accordance with the suggestion of Essex, 
only reached London after hi>s execution on the 25tli of 
February. The abortive attempt at rebellion and its 
prompt suppression had materially altered the situation, 
but James appears to ha.ve been persua<led that, in 
spite of the failure of his martyr, as he termed him, 
there was still every prospect of a rising against the 
Queoids authority, which the envoy miglit turn to his ad- 
vantage. The unwarrantable assurance of the langiiage 
they were instructed to hold, not iiiuiccompauied Ipv 
threats of the attitude he might assume if his advances 
were rejected, shows how little James understood the 
English. Lord Mar, howevei^ pro'\a3d an able diplomatist, 
and realising that the wild charges of Spanish intrigue 
W'hich Essex had flung at the heads of his adversaries 
were a monstrous fiction, did his master the good service 
of not acting on his instructions. He determined to 
sound Cecil on certain points, and foiiiirl him disposed 
to favour an exchange of views for ■which it 'was easy to 
assign a plausible pretext. It w-as agreed tliat tlie King 
should henceforward refrain from any attempt to secure 
parliamentary or other recognition of his re\^ersion of 



tlie erowD, and that he should enter into direct secret 
communication with Cecil, using a preconcerted code of 
cipher to indicate certain individuals. King James him- 
self was to figure as the number 30, and Cecil as 10. The 
ambassador’s return was followed immediately by the 
inauguration of that private correspondence, the fortu- 
nate preservation of which throAvs so much light on the 
history of this period. In the first of these lettci's the 
King, expressing his satisfaction at Cecil’s plain and 
honourable dealing, requests him to accept as their 
intermediary “his long -approved and trusty” Lord 
Henry Howard, the number 3 of the correspondence. 
To this letter Cecil replied at length, explaining the 
grounds of his opposition to Essex and justifying 
his own conduct in entering into the secret corre- 
spondence. lie sets forth the state of the Queen’s 
health, and reassuring him as to her intentions, urges 
patience and inaction on the part of James in view of 
certain -^vealtnesses in the mind of Her Majesty. He 
endeavours to secure a monopoly of the King’s con- 
fidence by warning him that “ all that it was possible 
for art and industry to effect, against the person of a 
successor, in the mind of a possessor, hath been in the 
highest propoitioii laboured by many against you.” As 
yet he specifies no names. He accepts Lord Henry 
Howard, wdiom he describes as “my friend” — the qualify- 
ing “ worthy ” being struck out upon revision. In the 
second of these verbose epistles from the pedantic 
monarch, Cecil is addressed as “ right trusty and well- 
beloved ” ; in the third he has already become “ my 
dearest 10.” There exist in all seven letters from the 
King, and six from Cecil. The correspondence of the 
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iiit.'Orraediary is far more voluminous. Lord Henry 
Howarclj afterwards Earl of Nortiiaiiiptoii, a. son of tlic 
poet Surro}^ and a.- brotlier of the .Duke of Xorfolk, both 
of whom had died upon the seaifold, was eoiiimeiicled to 
James by the traditions of his house, and "\roii liis atlection 
by the assiduous iiattery which was palatable to the 
raonarclrs extraordinary vanity. His secret corre- 
spondence with the King reveals his malignant hatred 
of Sir Walter, and to the gratification of this hatred and 
the ruin of his personal enemies he constantly devoted 
bis undoubted abilities. From his inspiration of the 
murder of Overbury we may gauge his scruples in con- 
triving the downfall of an enemy. His sentiments can 
scarcely have been unknown to Cecil wiien he accepted 
Howard as a mediimi of communication. As negotiations 
progressed they were made clear in unmistakable terms, 
and if it be not possible to adduce direct evidence that 
the Secretary was privy to his intrigues, it is quite 
impossible that he can have ignored the baseless charges 
insinuated in the secret correspondence to poison the 
mind of King James, In Cecil's ow.n letters tliere is 
but one direct allusion to Ealeigh by name, but that is 
one of the highest importance in estimating the part he 
played in subsequent events, if read in connection veitli 
what liad occurred in the meantime. In Xoveniber the 
Earl of Lennox came to London on an emljassy from 
King James. Ealeigh was then attending tlic Queen's 
last Parliament. His correspondence with Cecil had 
been continuous through the summer and autumn, and 
abounds in little evidences of intimacy ; nor is there, up 
to this date, any direct evidence tliat CeciFs sentiments 
towards him had undergone any elnmge. Lennox had 
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an interview with Cobiiani, and siibsequently with 
Ealeigh. Some knowledge of what passed at those 
interviews is derived from Howard’s reports. He in- 
formed the Secretary that Cobhain’s motive was to gain 
an advantage over Cecil himself and establish relations 
with Lennox, who was somewhat antagonistic to Mar 
and Bruce. To Lord Mar, in Scotland, he meanwhile 
represented Cecil as having, temporised with Cohham, 
and as having refused to declare himself on the suc- 
cession. Ealeigh, he wrote, after seeing Lennox had 
gone to Cecil, and admitted that the Earl had invited 
him to private conference. He had, however, protested 
he was too deeply beholden to his own mistress to 
seek favour elsewhere that should diminish his sole 
respect to his own sovereign.” Cecil rej)lied, “ You did 
well, and as I myself would have made answer, if the 
like offer had been made to me.” The King had also 
commenced a correspondence with Lady Kildare, the 
daughter of the Lord High Admiral, now^ married to 
Oobham, and w'ith the Earl of Northumberland. The 
former How-ard diligently laboured to discredit ; the 
latter he represented as a mere puppet in the hands of 
Ealeigh and Cobham. Their alliance he thus gracefully 
disposed of ; '' Hell cannot afford such a like triplicity 
that denies the Trinity.” Cecil’s privity to the corre- 
spondence is revealed by a passage in this letter, in 
which he begs Lord Mar in replying not to allude to 
consultations at Durham House, becatise the Secx'ekwy, 
who would see his reply, had given him no authority to 
report them. 

The negotiations wdth Lennox probably served to 
quicken Cecil’s sense of the danger to wdiicli he might 
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be exposed if Ealeigb and Cobham were taken into 
council and learned the secret of his understanding with 
King James, the more so as he had little trust in their 
caution and reticence. It may also be presmiied that 
^jord Henry Howard had poured into his ears such 
poison as he could render plausible to so discerning ii 
listener, ajid it was doubtless in consequence of such 
insinuations that he unburdened himself to Sir George 
Carew, writing, ^‘our two old friends do use me unkindly,'’ 
and adding, “ all my revenge shall be to heap coals of 
fire on their heads.’’ There is, however, no symptom of 
such a forbearing spirit in the letter which he had 
addressed to James in February, 1602 , the third letter 
of the secret correspondence. After I'ecording his satis- 
faction at the King’s attitude, wdiich made him feel secure 
that if their communications ever came to light the Queen 
would detect nothing in them but what tended to her 
repose and safety, he expresses apprehension that his 
own sincerity might fall under suspicion, if the treasure 
of a prince’s secret ” should be discovered ].)y the indiscre- 
tions of certain individuals incautiously admitted to the 
monarcli’s confidence. Lest there should be any doubt as 
to whom he is referring, he particularises as follows : 

If I did not some time cast a stone into tlie mouths of 
these gaping crabs, when they are in their prodigal liumour of 
discourses, they would not stick to confess daily how con- 
trary it is to their nature to resolve to be under your 
sovereignty ; though they confess (Raleigh especially) tlmt 
(rehu,s sic stantilms) natural policy forcetli them to keep on 
foot such a trade against the great day of mart. Tn all 
wdiicli light and sudden' humours of his, tliough I do in no 
way check him, because he shall not think I reject In's free- 
dom or his atFection, but always (mih sigillo mtfesdonh) use 
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coiitestatioii witli liiiii, that I neither had nor ever would in 
individiio contemplate future idea, nor ever hoped for more 
than justice in time of change, yet, under pretext of extra- 
ordinary care of his well-doing, I have seemed to dissuade 
him from engaging himself too far, even for himself, much 
more, therefore to forbear to assume for me, or my present 
intentions. 

Let me there fore presume thus far up>oii your Majesty’s 
favour, that whatsoever he shall take upon him to say for 
me . . , you. will no more believe it . . . lie it never so 
riiiicli ill my commendation, than that his own conscience 
thought it needful for him to undertake to keep me from 
any humour of imaiiity, wlien, I thank God, my greatest 
adi'ersarics and my own soul liave ever acquitted me from 
that of all other vices. Would God I were as free from 
offence towards God, in seeking for private affection to support 
a x^ersoii whom most religious men do hold anathema. 

... I will therefore leave the best and ivorst of him, and 
other things, to 3 [Lord Henry Howard's] relation, in whose 
discretion and affection you may clormire sccums. 

Cecil’s long service to his country, his great industry, 
and his sterling common -sense have predispiosed his 
countrymen to view his attitude towards Ealeigh ivith 
indulgence, and no less an authoidty than Mr. Gardiner, 
ill referring to the one passage in these letters in which 
Hir Walter is mentioned by name, only observes that it 
is not complimentaiy, hut that it is very different from 
Howard’s constant abuse. Eead in connection with the 
rest of the secret corresxiondence, it seems to call for 
liarsher criticism. Cecil knew that Ealeigh had with 
himself been included in the charge of favouring the 
claims of the Infanta, and was equally prejudiced in the 
eyes of the King by his oppiosition to Essex. In re- 
habilitating himself he adroitly secured a monopoly of 
the King’s confidence. Not only did he not reach out 
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a hand to help his old friend and associate in the crisis, 
for which he had all in readiness, but he represented 
Ealeigli as with Cobhani hating the King at heart, and 
only hypocritically maintaining a parade of appearances 
to safeguard himself in “the great day of mart.'^ The 
significance of the allusion to his supposed miortliodox}', 
addressed to the sanctimonious James, is palpable. He 
endeavoured to undo any credit which Raleigh might have 
gained through the reports of Lennox or Xorth umber- 
land, and finally, in leaving “the best and worst of him 
to the tender mercies of Lord Henry Howard, whose dis- 
cretion he could guarantee, he endorsed the calumnies 
which the malignity of his worst enemy could invent. 
And this was done at a time when he was maintaining 
every outward appearance of cordialitj^ drawing his share 
of profits from their joint privateering adventures, and 
leaving his only son in Lady Raleigh’s care at Sherborne, 
How clifFerent was the attitude of Northumberland, wlio 
wrote about the same time to James, that though lie 
might be of a faction contrary to some of the King s 
supporters, 

I must needs affirm Raleiglfis ever allowance of your 
right, and altiiough I know lum insolent, extremely heated, 
a man that desires to seem to be able to sway all men's 
fancies, ail men’s courses, and a man tlmt out of himself, 
when your time shall come, wfill never be able to do you 
miicli good nor harm, yet must I needs confess wliat I kno^r, 
that there is excellent good parts of nature in him, a man 
whose love is disadvantageous to me in some sort, which I 
cherish rather out of constancy than policy, and one wlioui I 
wish your Sfajesty not to lose, because I would nut that one 
hair of a many's head should be against you that might be 
for you. 



XI ' AN INCRT^HNATmG ME^IORANDUM . 193 

One other dociiiiieiit must be briefly reviewed. It is 
a menioraiidiiiii or part of a letter without date, address, 
or signature. One .cop}^, beginning and ending .with an 
incomplete' .. sentence, and having , the ' . appearance of a 
rough draft, is among the Cotton manuscripts in the 
British Museum. Another version, longer and more 
complete, but so corrupt in text as to be unintelligible 
in places, is published in the Oxford edition of Baleigii’s 
works, where it is described as from the Burghley Papers. 
No trace, however, of the document can be found at 
Hatfield. It contains a long and elaborate exposition 
of a subtle scheme submitted by the writer for discredit- 
ing Ealeigh and Cobliam with the Queen. The identity 
of the writer with Lord Plenry Ploward seems to be 
placed beyond question by a reference to his only 
brother, the Duke of Norfolk, and internal evidence 
leaves little doubt that it was intended for CeciFs eyes. 
K reference in the Cotton manuscript to King James, 
under the sjmibol of 30, shows that it was meant for one 
of the few individuals in possession of the confidential 
cipher, and the contents make it clear that it was not 
written either for the King or for his ambassadors. The 
suggestion that the person addressed should hold back 
correspondence with neighbour States’^ could not well 
be made to any one but the Secretary of State, and the 
general lines of the scheme laid dowm are such as could 
only have been followed by a Minister having in his 
hands the threads of policy. There are, it is true, two 
references to Mr. Secretary in the third person, but this 
might be a mere rhetorical form, and in the second case 
it might perfectly well be the Scottish Secretary who is 
indicated. If, however, there is little doubt that this 
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letter or' memorandum was; intended' ' fort' Gecil; there is, 

• Oil the other' hand,; no eyidence that'lt was aetiialk^ 
mitted to him, nor that he adopted its cunelrtsions. It 
is significant that it >shonld have been at some time 
or other among the Eurghley Papers, and it is at 
least a curious coincidence that Cobliam did actually 
involve himself in just such questionalxie negotiations, 
and fell into just such errors of judgment as are pre- 
scribed for him. 

It is suggested that the Queen’s mind must first be 
prepared. Pier Majesty must l^e enlightened as to the 
cause of Cobham’s and Ealeigh’s discontent, namely, 
their failure to secure high office, and persuaded that 
they really lay the blame on her, while affecting to com- 
plain of Ministers. She must be made to understand 
the peril in which princes stand who countenance persons 
odious to the multitude. “ Siie must be told what canons 
are concluded in the chapter of Durham, where Ihileigh’s 
wife is president,” whose vindictive spirit has been aroused 
l)y the frustration of her hopes to be x'eadmitted to the 
Court 

The way that Cobham hath elected to endear Inmself is 
by peace with Spain — so must you embark ilua gallant 
Cobham, by your wit and industry, in some course the 
Spanish way ; as either may reveal his weakness or snare his 
anxliitiou. — Be not unwilling, both before occasion of anj' 
further employment, to engage him in the traffic with sus- 
pected ^Ministers, and upon the first occasion of Mse treaty 
to make him the Minister.— The Queen did iievt-r \'et love 
man, that failed in a project of importance put into his liand, 
as in this there is great odds will fall out. 

lie urges his correspondent, if the necessities of the 
case required it, to hold , back correspondence with 
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iieigilbottr StateSj ' respecting more the oath' to serve ■ 
with fidelity than the custom of the' Court or of the 
times:’’; and ^ .warns him not to let friendship pleacl' for 
Ealeigh , or . Oobham., ■ ", “The .best course were ^ in,' 'ail 
respects, to be rid of them. ■ Fortune’s '\aln1sme21 and, 
instruments of giddiness in ,a tickle time, must be under- 
taken before '' they ■ can' be' prophets, to kiiovv^ their 
strength, like colts V for it may be that by the benefit 
of wind and tide, they may make better speed than we 
expected.” He then contrasts Ealeigh’s methods with 
Cobham’s, and submits that while appearing to -work on 
antagonistic lines their real object is to be on the right 
side in any eventuality. Cobham displays the rough 
hands of Esau in vigorous execution, Ealeigh the soft 
eye of Jacob in covering hypocrisy. Oobham inveighs 
against the Scottish hopes, Ealeigh applauds their expec- 
tations. Cobham complains of the small account which 
is made of noblemen, Ealeigh proclaims them all to be 
fools. Cobham rails at Cecil’s friends, Ealeigh excuses 
them. Cobham is the “block almighty that gives 
oracles,” Raleigh “ the cogging spirit that still prompteth 
it.” Finally, in view of the charges upon whicli Ealeigh 
was condemned and eventually executed, the following 
cryptic passage is full of significance. “The main 
foundation of their future building in a diverse element, 
is grounded upon peace with Spain, and combination 
with the North ; out of these two respects, there may ];)e 
ways invented to dissolve them, before they ascend 
into those high regions, that should send them back 
like meteors, with combustion or crudity.” 

There is much more in the letter, hut tlie pith 
of the matter is the intrigue thus submftted for 
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Cecil’s approval If there is no direct evidence 
that it actually came under liis notice or that lie 
wa.s inhucnced by its contents, it serves at any rate 
to reveal the disposition of the confidant whose discre- 
tion he had guaranteed to- King elanies. Nor can we 
forget that in the following year the French Ambassador 
reported to his King that Cecil had procured EaleigKs 
disgrace. On the other hand, it must be admitted that 
but little is known of Ealeigh’s attitiide anci conduct 
during the last years of the Queen’s reign. Cobham had 
certainly been engaged in intrigues which were sus- 
ceptible of a very unfortunate interpretation. Raleigh 
was in close and intimate relations with him, and there 
may have been more than we are aware of to justify 
Cecil’s suspicions, and reasonable ground for the com- 
plaint which he made in his letter to Care w. That he had 
determined Ealeigh’s career should end with the Queen’s 
death there can be little doubt ; and seeing that the 
steps which he took to achieve his end, combined with 
Ealeigh’s own imprudence, eventually brought his old 
friend to the scaffold, it. is charitable to assimie that the 
consequences of his resolution %vere moi'o serious than he 
had himself anticipated. At best he must be accused of 
a singular lack of generosity, and it is not surprising 
that some of those who have investigated the many 
enigmas of Ealeigh’s chequered life should have framed 
a far graver charge against him. 



CHAPTEE XU 

THE SUCCESSION-— EALBIGll’S AEREST 
1603 

seat liatli been the seat of Kings; and I will 
have no rascal to succeed me ! Trouble me no more. 
He wlio comes after me must be a King. I will have 
none but our cousin of Scotland.” Such was the last 
characteristic utterance of tbe dying Queen. On the 24tli 
of May, tlie day after she had given her tardy sanction 
to a succession whicli had long been recognised as inevit- 
able, she expired, and with her death, save for a brief 
epilogue, the curtain falls upon the scene of Ealeigli’s life 
as a man of action. The news reached him in the west 
of England, whence he immediately set out for London. 
On the 5th of April James started on his progress south, 
and Cecil, who had lost no time in proclaiming the ne%v 
King, joined the Court at York He took immediate 
stops to prevent Cobliain and Ealeigh from olitaining 
access to their Sovereign, by an order directing all 
pul^lic officers to remain at their posts during the royal 
progress. Cobham, however, had already started, and 
Ealeigh, pleading as an excuse the necessity for His 
]\Iajesty's antliorisation to enable him to carry on the 
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government ■ of . Cornwall, hastened to meet the Eiiig. 
Jiis reception v\’as: far if Aiibrc^'''s gossiping 

account niay ' be . credited,;; for James, on hearing his 
name annoimced, greeted him with an olfensive pun: 
“Oil my soul,.' I have heard rawly of thee/’ Aubrey 
suggests that , the -.King was uneasy in his presence, 
feeling that magnetic “awfulness and ascendency” of 
the man, who was one that a prince “would rather be 
afraid of than ashamed of.” In any case James signed 
the letters of authorisation without delay, and in re- 
porting the matter to Cecil, who was not present, his 
secretary ventured the opinion that, during this brief 
%dsit, he bad taken no great root. 

A feeding of mutual antipathy was unavoidable 
between two natures so radically dissimilar as those of 
Ealeigh and the King. But it is iicvertheless probable 
that, had not the mind of James been deeply prejudiced 
against liim before their meeting, Sir Walters adroitness 
and shrewd understanding of men would have enalded 
him to dissemble his real sentiments, and that he would 
have foimd means to secure the countenance of a 
naturally good-natured monarclL There was, however, 
nothing in common between them. Even the pompous 
erudition which James was so fond of displaying was 
not the fruit of arduous studies, such as those to which 
Ilaleigh had devoted hours stolen from sleep, and had 
matured by intercourse with spirits keen as his own. 
His learning, superficial rather than profound, tended 
only to make him a pedant, and, as his tongue was too 
large for his mouth, so his discourse was too voluminous 
for its matter. His presence was undignilied; his 
awkward gait and ungainly movements, his wide-rolling 
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eyes, wliicli continually wandered from tlie person lie 
was addressing, were characteristic indications of his 
imstable and suspicious character. His* friends were 
chosen from those who flattered his inordinate vanitj^, 
and they retained his favour longest who understood 
that his self-complacent humour, petulantly obstinate 
when opposed, could easily be won by deference. To 
such a nature tlio masterful personality of Ealeigli was 
as antipathetic as was the policy with which he had 
been identified. The leader who had stood at the head 
of the war party was inevitably an object of mistrust 
to a king who genuinely desired to play the part of a 
conciliator, and whose natural craving for repose re- 
coiled from action and enterprise. The dialectician, 
who had been called an atheist, was inevitably repellent 
to the student of theology, who aspired to be the 
defender of tlie faith in fact as well as in title. The 
man of genius, whose unbending fibre had never allowed 
him to suffer fools gladly, was inevitably prejudiced in 
the ej es of a iiionarcli -who could neither endure con- 
tradiction nor percei ve merit in an antagonist. Ealeigh 
can hardly have failed to realise from the manner of 
his reception that his prospects in public life were over, 
and such a realisation would make less inherently im- 
probable the story told by Aubrey of his enigmatic 
speech to James when the King expressed his conviction 
tlmt, had necessity arisen, he could have made good his 
claims by force of arms. Would to God,’’ said Sir 
Walter, “that it had been put to the test.” “Why do 
you wish thatl” inquired the King. “Because,” he 
replied, “you would have known your friends from 
your foes.” 
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, , .Th-Bre was, liowever, no' immediate breach, ■ and when, 
a fortnight later, he was replaced hy Sir Tliomo.s Erskine 
as Captain of the Guard, an apparent compensation was 
offered ]:)y the restoration to the govcniorsliip of Jerse}" 
of the portion of salary reserved hy the late Queen. 
The suspension of his patent of wines was only part of 
a general measure abolishing monopolies. He accepted 
the inevitable with becoming resignation, and it is not 
easy to credit the authenticity of a letter which he was 
reported to have addressed to tlie King expressing 
resentment against Cecil for the loss of bis offices, and 
throwing on the Secretary the responsilulity for the 
condemnation of Essex and the execution of the Queen 
of Scots. He was too shrewd to advance so pre- 
posterous a charge, nor does it appear probable that lie 
at this time entertained any hostility towards the old 
friend, to whose good offices ho was sliorth;^ to appeal. 
A further rebuff was to follow. Bishop To] das Matthew 
of Durham advanced the claims of liis see to Durham 
Place, and Raleigh received peremptory oidors to ^uicate 
the liouse he had occupied for twenty years. If Cecil, 
wdio had contemplated some such action before the 
Q.ueen^s death, wuis not responsible for Matthew s suit, 
it w'as he, at any rate, who eventurdly benefited by it. 
For the Bishop during his brief tenure managed to 
convey some portion of the property to Ins son, wdio 
sold it to Cecil. The next incumbent granted him a 
lease of other portions, and on the Strand frontage of 
his old friend’s residence he constructed a market or 
ba^saar, which, under the name of the Kew Exchange, 
soon became both popular and profitable. 

At the house of his -uncle, Carew of Eeddington. 
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wlici’e he next met tlie King, Sir Walter imprudently 
ijppeared before the pacific monarch in the character of 
an advocate for the continuance of the war, offering to 
raise two thousand men at his own charges for the 
invasion of the Spanish dominions. A similar policy was 
set forth with clearness and moderation in his Discourse 
touching a iror with Spain and of the Droteding of the Nether- 
lands. Such proposals found no patient listener in James, 
who was at tins time disquieted by the knowledge that 
Sully, the Ambassador of the French King, was endeavour- 
ing to unite such unattached and dissatisfied politicians 
as Northumberland, Southampton, and Sir Griffin 
]\Iarkham, the impoverished chief of a great Catholic 
family, in a party hostile to any exclusive pacification 
between England and Spain. Sully had also appi’oached 
liaieigh and Cobham, without any definite results. 
Unwelcome as he must have realised his presence to bo, 
Sir Walter nevertheless contimied to attend the Court, 
and was at Windsor when the first arrests were made 
in connection with the Surprising Ti’eason. 

The plot of the priests, the Surprising Treason, or 
treason of the Bye, as it was called in distinction to 
the treason of the Main, arose out of the intrigues of 
William. Watson, a secular priest, who was first led into 
dangerous courses by Ins hatred of the Jesuits. Ho had 
assumed, on the strength of an interview accorded him 
before the accession, that he had secured the King’s 
countenanco for all Catholics who could prove their 
loyalty, and he accordingly exerted his influence in 
favour of the Scotch succession. The exaction of the 
fines for recusancy dispelled his illusions, and drove him 
into the ranks of the discontented* With Francis 
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Clarke, anotlier priest of simikT opiaions, he entered 
into secret negotiations ndtli Markham^ witli C-eorge 
Brooke, the dissolute younger brother of Cobliaiii, and 
Anthony Copley, an adventurer and former pensioner of 
the Pope, who became eventually, if he was not actually 
employed as such, the detective agent on whose informa- 
tion the arrest of the conspirators was made. At a 
conference held at MarkhanPs seat of Beskwmod a 
desperate plan was conceived for enforcing the redress 
of Catholic grievances, involving nothing less than the 
seizure of the person of the King, who wms to be 
honourably confined in the Tower, simultaneously 
secured by a coup de fnahi^ until he had given the 
reqinred assurance of toleration. The motliod of pro- 
cedure was tliG organisation of a mo]ister ijetition. The 
petitioners, who were to assemble in London in thousands 
at a given date, were to be bound by oatli to use all 
law'ful means to restore the Catholic faith : and it wa>s 
anticipated that at the critical moment they •\rould 
easily he persuaded to follow their leaders in tlio more 
vigorous action contein])latecL Tlie pinmoters then 
separated to rally the Catholic gejitry. Tlirough the 
instrumentality of Brooke, himself a Prot<.;stant, the 
young Lord Grey de Wilton, indignant at the favour 
shown at Court to certain of his own personal anta- 
gonists, was drawn into conference •with ^rarkhain and 
Watson, in spite of his own marked puritanical vievrs, 
and for a time at any rate countenanced a plot, 
•which he had no valid excuse for supporting. The 
seizure was to have, taken place at Green wn'ch on the 
24th of June, but a change in the King’s plans made 
. the conspirators choose Hanworth instead, -where he 
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would I'est oil Ms way to Windsor. Watson, liow- 
erer, had realised that, should the scheme succeed, 
their new ally Lord Grey, by far the most influential of 
his confederates, would be able to turn to account 
whatever advantages were gained, a prospect far from 
pleasing to the priestly element. He concluded that his 
cause would be better served if the Catholics played 
the part of defending their sovereign from a Puritan 
intrigue, and therefore disclosed to his followers the 
intentions of C4rey, from whose clutches the King was 
to he rescued by a counter attack, and then lodged in the 
Tower for safety. The 24th of J une arrived. Although 
a great many Catholics had assembled to sign the peti- 
tion, their mimhers were inadequate for so dangerous an 
enterprise, and the King went his way in peace. Grey 
had quarrelled with Markham, and declined to have any 
further dealings with the confederates, who, finding that 
the Government were in possession of their secrets, fled 
from the scene of action. Copley had made confidences 
to the arch-priest Blackwell, and Blackwell had trans- 
mitted all the information available to the Jesuits as 
well as to the Bishop of London, who at once communi- 
cated with Cecil. Copley himself, was the first to be 
arrested, and in the course of a few weeks all the other 
leaders were secured. Unconsciously Watson had been 
of infinite service to the Jesuits his enemies, and the 
ultimate object of a conspiracy, of which he was himself 
the victim, was gained ; for James, now persuaded that 
the majority of the party had been staunchly loyal, 
received their deputation and consented not only to 
remit the fines for recusancy, hut to throw open the 
highest offices in the kingdom to Catholics. 
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'.'It niaj be well, before endeavouring to unravel . the 
tangled 'web of circumstance- in ■ which .Ealeigli .iio.w 
found 'himself emneslied, to clear the ground bj establisli- 
itig wiiat , had, been. Ills'- previoiis relations 'with, two 
personalities who figure in the capita! -charge against 
him. ' The 'first is Lady. Arabella Stuartj the great-grand- 
daughter of Margaret, sister of Henry the Eighth and 
cousin of King James. She was one of the many 
candidates whose possible succession to the tlirone had 
been discussed. Brought as an orphan child to Court, 
Sir Walter saw her for the first time the year before 
the Armada sailed. Elizabeth proposed to niarr}" her 
to the young King of Scots, but James did not need 
the sanction of marriage to justify liis ap^propriatioii of 
her paternal estates in Scotland. The reasons for heu* 
confinement in the Tower in 1603 c;in only be con- 
jectured, but in the previous year sbe had provoked 
the Queen’s lively displeasure by a projected union 
with William Seymour, the future Duke of Somerset. 
Cobhani, 'well aware that ho had incurred tlie dislike of 
King James by his persistent emiiit}'’ to l-lssex:, had 
found an opportunity of seeing Lady ^Irabella some time 
before the Qneen^s death, and among the many schemes 
which his inconstant intellect revolved, the possibility 
of setting her up as a rival claimant to the throne 
bad presented itself. He, however, abaiicloned the 
idea after his interview, and told Cecil that he had 
resolved never to hazard Ins estate on her account 
She was, no doubt, the unconscious puppet of many 
schemers, but there is nothing to connect Ibileiglfis 
name with her unhappy story, save the one recorded 
meeting with the girl of twelve years in 1587, and 



XII 


ATTEJ/PT TO IMPLICATE RALEIGH 


205 


liis own iiicideiital statement that lie had never 
liked her. . , 

The second is the Count of Arenberg, minister 
of the Archduke Charles, now sovereign prince of 
the Spanish i^etherlands and husband of the Infanta 
Isabella, irliose shadowy claim to the succession of 
Elizabeth was a' pretext for ■the' -cry of 'Essex, .that the 
throne' of E'liglaiid, was sold.’to- , the ' Spaniard. Cobham 
had already been in correspondence with Arenberg 
before the late Queen’s death, in the interests of peace, 
and was invited by him, towards the end of 1602, to 
repair to the hletherlands. After the accession of 
James, Arenberg, who had probably not realised how 
entirely Gobli'ani’s, po.siti.on had been compromised, ' wrote 
to him again, and the . letter was referred to Cecil and 
the ■ King, who .for the moment only ' observed . that ■ 
Cobham was busier about the matter than he .need he. 
Unconsciously lie was taking upon himself the dangerous 
part for which Lord. Henry Howard had 'cast Mm, 
embarking “in some course the Spanish way” and 
trafficking with suspected ministers. Arenberg in another 
letter indicated a confidential agent, La Fay la, through 
whom and another foreign intermediary, La Eenzi, further 
correspondence was carried on. At this period Cobliain 
and Ealeigli wore in constant communication, though 
only the latter still frequented the Court. They had 
intercourse on “matters of private estate,” hut they 
differed radically on the burning question of peace or 
war. Cobham hoped to retrieve his position by liecoming 
an indispensable factor in the- peace negotiations, and 
anticipating that he -would be entrusted by Arenberg 
with large sums to distribute to councillors and poll- 
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ticianSj held out a prospect of sharing tic spoil to Ealeigii, 
who was obviously a man to be gained, if possible, to tie 
cause. In June, 1603, Arenberg himself ca,me upon an 
embassy to London, and was escorted by Lord Henry 
Howaixl, who was-,, no doubt able to' obtain from him 
certain lights as to Hs previous negotiations with 
Co])ham. It was afterwards alleged that the proposal of 
a subvention to Raleigh was on this occasion rene'wed. 
He denied it at the trial, and at some time or other over- 
tures were certainly made to him, though he professed not 
to have regarded them seriously, and to have endeavoured 
to dissuade Cobham from the foolish course of offering 
bribes to Cecil and Mar. It would be interesting to 
learn by wliom the negotiations were initiated vrhich 
ended, as researches in the archives at Sirnancas have 
proved, in making Cecil for the rest of his life a pensioner 
of Spain. 

Copley’s- examination left no doubt as to the complicity 
of Brool^;' His relationship to Cobham inspired the 
suspMbn that the latter was cognisant of the plot, and 
it came out that Markham had requested Brooke to 
obtain, through his brother, as Lord Warden of the 
Cinque Ports, a passport to enable him to leave 
England. In an abstract of Watson’s admissions drawn 
m)^>y Sir William Waad, there is a wild story of 
something spoken ” by Brooke concerning Ealeigli’s 
surprising the King’s fleet, which is discounted hy the 
qualification, ‘^wliat it was I cannot possibly call to 
mind.” There is also similar hearsa}' eA’idcnce of a 
speech attributed to Cobham in the presence of Raleigh 
and Grey, as to' the “depriving of His Majesty, and all 
his royal issue, both of crown, life, and all at once ” ; an 
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allegeri utterance suspiciously resembling the proposed 
destruction of the ‘^fox and bis cubs” used by the 
x\ttoi‘ne}''-CTeneral with deadly effect at Ealeigh’s trial, 
for which baseless invention Brooke prayed for pardon 
before receiving the communion on the morning of 
his execution. Such evidence sufficed to create a pre- 
sumption of Cobhain’s privity to the conspiracy, and almost 
immediately after Brooke’s arrest on the 14th of July 
he was interrogated by the Council as to his knowledge 
of the priest’s treason. In the meantime Sir Walter 
had also been invited to furnish explanations. He was 
walking on the castle terrace at Windsor one morning, 
waiting to ride abroad with the King, when unexpectedly 
Cecil approached and invited him to remain behind. 
The date on which this took place is not recorded, and 
the minutes of his examination, to which there is no 
reference in the Council registers, appear to have been 
suppressed ; but it must have taken place immediately 
after Copley’s examination on the 12th, and before that 
of Cobham. We have two distinct and essentially 
different versions of what passed, one given by Ealeigh 
himself at his trial, the other on the same occasion by 
Cecil Ealeigh stated that lie was questioned at 
Windsor touching the Surprising Treason, plotting with 
the Lady Arabella, and practices with Lord Cobham. 
He admitted that he had followed up intimations given 
under examination by a letter to Cecil, urging the 
apprehension of La Een^i. Cecil’s reply to the foreman 
of the jury, who inquired about the relative chronology 
of Ealeigh’s letter and Cobham’s accusation, is far from 
clear, but the following words, are unambiguous : I 
think he was not then examined touching any matters 



coiieeming my Lord Coblm-nij' for' only the surprising 
treason was then in suspect.’- \ „ The pre>sniiiptioii to be 
derived from EaleiglTs. statement' 'is that his letter to 
Cecil was merely intended to ; throw further light on 
matters of which Brooke had already talked. He 
wrote to Cobbam that he had cleared him. and this 
he may ^vell have believed, holding that the corre- 
spondence with Arenberg involved notliiiig which could 
be called in cpiestion, and only referred to negotiations 
for the peace, to which he personally was opposed. The 
letter in question, to which great importance was 
attached at the trial, was entrusted for delivery to his 
old retainer Keymis, and confirms his testimony that 
at Windsor he was interrogated as to practices with 
Cobham. The fact also that he drew attention to the 
correspondence, carried on through La Eenzi, shows 
that he had no suspicion that a charge of treason was 
involved, which could be brought home to himself; 
nor is it reasonable to suppose, if he were conscious 
of having countenanced a treasonable intrigue, that 
he would have inculpated an accomplice who could 
retaliate by disclosing their association. 

Little information tending to incriminate either Raleigh 
or himself was elicited by the first cross-examinations of 
Oobham; hut on the 20th of July he admitted having 
discussed with Arenberg the advisability of procuring five 
hundred thousand ciwns from Spain, and added that 
no steps w^ere to be taken about distributing this money 
among the discontented till lie had spoken with Sir 
Walter. The letter to Cecil about La Eenzi w'as then 
shown him, and, assuming that Ealeigli liad denounced 
him, he broke out into passionate invective, affirming 



that it was solely at liis instigation that he had entered 
upon these courses. On learing the Council chamber he 
repented of the wrong lie had done ;and^; before he came 
to the foot of the. stairs, he had retracted his fated 
assertion. But tlic effect of his reckless utterance was 
irretrievable. Without it no charge could have been 
framed against Italeigh, who on the strength of it was 
inmiodiately committed to the Tower. 

Blow after blow had fallen in rapi<l succession on his 
proud and lonely spirit. One by one the offices whicli 
he had filled so adequately had been taken from him. 
Long since he must have realised that Cecil had aban- 
doned him ; and now the only one of the new King’s 
ministers to wliom he might have looked for intercession, 
had himself summoned him to the Council. His capacity 
for concentrating on his person the hatred of his con- 
temporaries was brought home to him with convincing 
bitterness. He conkl hardly call one man of influence 
in England his friend. He was conscious of many errors 
in the past, and his pride rebelled against the prospect 
of enduring the merciless analysis of legal procedure as 
then practised in the courts. A justifiable mistrust of 
the application of the law of treason made his com- 
mittal to the Tower appear already tantamount to a 
conviction. He could not hope that his son would, 
like tliG heir of Essex, be spared the disabilities entailexl 
hj a fatl'ier'\s attainder. His health broke clown under 
the strain of anxiety, and it is not strange if at such a 
moment the masterful mind gave way to despair. His 
unlmnJing nature had as yet not learned how to submit, 
and in the bitterness of his heart he determined on a 
course which at least wmiild spare his wife and child 
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tlie',coiisec|ii6nces of 'his disgrace. ' , A; letter , of farewell ^ 
addressed ' to Lady. Ealeigli;dVom.;.tlie;, Tower is ,a true 
expression of liis distracted mind, and re*\'eals the 
■deliberate intention lie . had'; formed of ;taldng';i;iiS' life.;' 
It is . too long to cpiote in its . entirety, but' ■the', follo.wing;" 
are .the most cliaracteristic passages r .■ . ■ . 

Eeceive from thy im fortunate Iiiisbaiid these liis last 
lines ; these the last woi'ds that ever thou slialt receive 
from him. That I can live never to see thee and my child 
more ! — I cannot. I have desired God and disputed with 
my reason, but nature and compassion luitli tlie victory. 
That. I can live to think how yon are both, left a spoil to 
my enemies, and that iny name shall be a dishonour to my 
child, — I cannot I cannot endure the memory thereof. 
Uiifoi’tnnate woman, unfortunate child, comfort yourselves, 
trust God, and be contented with your poor estate. I would 
have bettered it, if I had enjoyed a few years. 

For myself, I am left of all men that liave done good to 
many. All my good turns forgotten ; all my errors revived 
and expounded to all extremity of ill All my services, 
hazards, and expenses for my country — plantings, discoveries, 
tights, councils, and whatsoever else — jnalice hath nruv covered 
over. I am now made an enemy and traitor hr the word of 
an unworthy man. He hath proclaimed me to 1te a partaker 
of liis vain imaginations, notwithstanding the whole course 
of iny life hath approved the contraiy, as my death shall 
apx^rove it. 

But, iny wife, forgive thou all, as I do. Live humble, for 
thou hast but a time also. God forgive my Lord Harry/ 
.for he was my heavy enemy. And for rny Lord Cecil, I 
thought he would never forsake me in extremity. I. would 
not have done it him, God knows. But do not thou know 
it, for he must be master of thy child and. may have 
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passion of liim. Be not dismayed that I died in despair of 
God’s mercies. Strive not to dispute it. But assure thyself 
that God liatli not left me, nor Satan tempted me. Hope 
and despair live not together. I know it is forbidden to 
destroy ourselves ; but I trust it is forbidden in this sort, — 
that we destroy not ourselves despairing of God’s mercy. 
The mercy of God is immeasurable \ the cogitations of men 
comp Fell end it not.^ 

The attempt upon his life is briefly referred to in the 
correspondence of Beaumont, the Erench Ambassador, 
as well as in a despatch of the Yenetian Secretary ; 
and further details arc found in a letter from Cecil 
to the King’s Ambassador in Paris, in which he states 
that he was himself present in the Tower, engaged 
in examining some of the prisoners, when Sir Y'alter 
tried to kill himself. He went to him and found him 
in some agony, — seeming to be unable to endure his 
misfortunes, a?Kl protesting innoceiiey, with careles.sness 
of life.” The self-irdiicted wound was, hovvever, not 
serious, and was, as appears from a letter of Sir John 
.Peyton, the. Lieutenant of -the- .Towner, ■ nearly healed by 
the 30th of July. 

It is regrettable that the minutes of evidence taken 
from tlie prisoners have in so many cases been lost or 
suppressed. No record of Cobham’s examination on the 
20t]i of July can be found in the State Papers, and it is 
only from OeciFs correspondence that we know of another 
examination in udncli he cleared Sir Walter on most 
points. In August and October he was again cross- 
questioned, vutl] out any results, so far as the further 
incrimination of Haleigli was concerned, and on the 24tli 

5 111 tliis hitter there is a reference to an illegitimate daughter, 
Vvdioru he eommeiKls to the kindness and charity of bis wife. 
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of ; tke last , montli ,he expressed' to >Sir, George IlarTejs 
AGiodiad succeeded ':.Pey toil; at .the ..Tower, ..iiis [iii.x.iety to 
exculpate iiim.''' This laudable desire was. .tliwiirted by 
HarYeyj, who coiifcvssed -the fact to Cecil ... .alter ■ the 
trial ; was oyer, ' as an , .extenuating .plea : .against the., 
punishnient of- his ..own. soil', when he was commit ted- to 
prison for having assisted in an exchange of intelli- 
gence between the prisoners. Ealeigh had succeeiled in 
sending a letter to Cobham, entreating him to-=do Iiirn 
justice, and, by the conniyaiice of young Harve^g a reph’ 
in which Cobham admitted the "wrong he had done him 
was passed under the door of his cell. The terms of 
this reply did not altogether satisfy Sir Waltei’, and 
Cobham then wrote him a second and ampler letter, 
ivhich he had with him in his pocket in Court, The 
day before the trial Cobham wrote to the Lords 
repudiating his retractation. Wliat i^ifiuences had in 
the meantime been brought to bear upon him can only 
be conjectured. Not even after Ealeigh’s condemnation 
could this miserable creature abide by one consistent 
statement. Just before his own trial he repea tetl his 
charges, but at the trial itself he denied that Sir Walter 
had been privy to his purpose to go to Spain, and 
maintained that the proposal to distribute lonoy among 
the discontented was a conceit of his ov never com- 
municated to any, He had the imfw^unate repu- 
tation of “uttering things easily.” No doubt during 
their intercourse in the last years of the late Queen's 
reign, many political combinations had been discussed 
by them, which were never intended to pass beyond 
the limits of speculative controvers}^ Coliliani, who 
seems to have been incapable of iveighing Ins own 


XII 


COB ham' S WORTHLESS EVIDENCE 


213 


wordsj was probably; equally incapable of distingiiisliing 
between ' the theoretic and the deliberate in the utter- 
ances of Jiis ' associate. Irresponsible phrases lingered 
Tagiiely in his ill-compacted brain, and for a moment 
seemed to justify an accusation, which upon reilection 
he realised was baseless. It is hardly conceiva'Dle that 
English judges should have attached -weight to the 
evidence of a witness who repudiated his own statements 
so soon as he had made them. But the law of treason 
in its iiarroW'Gst interpretation required at least one 
witness, and no other witness w-as available. Ealeigh, 
who hneiv his character, begged repeatedly to be 
confronted with his accuser. His appeal w^as con- 
sistently rejected, and on Cobliam’s iincoiiiirmed and 
often retracted charge alone, so far as we can learn 
from the records of his trial, he w^as, to the eternal 
disgrace of British justice, found guilty and condemned. 


...CHAPTEE XIII 

THE'TRIAL' AND .SEHTEK,OE , 

1608 

The honourable presumption of English law, that a man 
is innocent until he has been proved guilty did not 
obtain in the sixteenth century ; and in the Kings 
patent transferring the government of Jersey to Sir John 
Peyton in August it was already declared that Ealeigh's 
office had been forfeited on account of his grievous 
treason intended against us.’^ The contrary principle 
received ample illustration during his trial The 
indictment, dated the 21st of September and prepared 
from the various examinations, was to the effect that he 
had compassed with Oobham and Brooke to deprive tlie 
King of his crown, to subvert the government, to alter 
the true religion, and to levy war against the King ; tliat 
he had discussed with Oobham rebellio]! against the Kiiig 
and the means of liaising Arabella Stuart to the throne ; 
that Oobham was to procure, through Arenberg, six 
hundred thousand crowns from Spain, and enlist the 
Spanish King^s support in favour of Arabella, wlio was 
to undertake to maintain a fii'in peace vith Spain, to 
tolerate Papistry, ' and To be ^ guided by the King of 
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Spain, tke Arclidiike of Austria, and the Duke of Savoj 
in contracting marriage' p that 'Eaieigh had delivered to 
Cohham a book traitorously devised against the King’s 
title, and iinally that he , was to receive .eight or ten 
tlioiisand crowns out of the money provided by Aren- 
berg. The gravity and multiplicity of the charges must 
have surprised even the prisoner, conscious though he 
was of the wide latitude allowed to constructive treason. 
The hearing was delayed for nearly two months. 
Plague was virulent in London, and the Tower itself 
became infected. The Court of Kings Bench was to 
assemble for the next term at Winchester, and tliither, 
accordingly, the prisoners were transferred. Sir William 
Waad accompanied Eaieigh in his own coach, and it was 
found necessary to take precautions for his protection 
from the fury of the mob. Pie had never in the daj^s 
of his zenith flattered the rank breath of popular esteem, 
and no'w in the hour of disgrace he bore their outrage 
with the same haughty indifference. The trial took 
place on the 17 th of November before Sir JohnPopham, 
Chief Justice of England, Chief Justice Anderson, and 
two puisne justices, Gawdy and ^Yarhiirton, with whom 
were associated as special judges, by commission of oyer 
and terminer, the very group of Privy Councillors who 
had prepared tlie case on Avhich the indictment was 
framed, the Lords Suffolk, Mouiitjoy, Wotton, and Cecil, 
Lord Henry Howard, Sir John Stanhope, and Sir William 
Waad. Their presence on the bench does not appear to 
liaA^e been in any way repugnant to the feeling of the 
time. The Lord Chief Justice himself had assisted in 
the examination 0 ! Cohham, and in the course of the 
trial constituted himself a witness for the prosecution. 
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If tlio presence of Cecil among their niimlier is to be 
regretted, the appointment of Lord Henry l-IoTrard to 
sit in jiidgroeiit on the man he had consistently traduced 
is not the least of the blots wliicli stain tiic memory of 
King James, The comniittal ]:»y the Privy Coiiiieil had 
already decided his fate, hut tlie public trial served to 
devolve upon a jury the respoiisibiiity for his eondcniua- 
tion. The prisoner was allowed no counsel, and had to 
face alone the charges prepared by the most skilful of 
professional lawyers. Sir Edward Coke, assisted by 
Sergeants Hele and Phillips, prosecuted. The violent 
malignity of his forensic methods, stimulated on this 
occasion by liis habitual obse(piiousncss to the dispensers 
of pat ronage, and his lelatioiLship to Cecil, wlioso sister 
he had married, have earned for this distiuguislied 
lawyer an luieiiviaWe notoriety. To the indictment 
Sir ^Yalter pleaded ml guilty^ and lie refi’ained from, 
cliallenging the names of any of the jurjunen. He only 
begged, as liis memory was weakened by illness, to be 
allowed to answer the various points as they were 
successively Iwought forward. Coke opposed the pica, 
on the ground that the King’s evidence ought not, b}’ 
dismemberment, to lose its grace and ’\ogour. The Cliicf 
Justice, however, overruled the objection. Sergeant 
Hele opened the proceedings with a rough siimmar}’ of 
the indictment. Coke followed, and began by describing 
the con-spiracy of the Bye, submitting, wljen Sir YCalter 
reminded the jury that he was not charged with com- 
plicity in the priests’ treason, that all these plots were 
connected, like Samson^s foxes, by their tails, though 
their Imads were no doubt distinct. Then, after a some- 
what irrelevant historical sketch of notable treasems, lie 
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v/eiit on to anticipate any objection on the part of the 
accused to the inadequacy of the evidence, by arguing 
that it was not necessary to produce two witnesses to 
treason. There was, how^ever, he contended, in the 
present case more tveighty evidence than that of a 
second witness, for, “ when a man, by his accusation of 
another, shall, by the same accusation, also condemn 
himself, and make himself liable to the same punishment, 
this is by our law more forcible than many witnesses, 
and is as the inquest of twelve men.” The cogency of 
this argument might logically have been invoked to 
establish the guilt of Cobham ; it is difficult to perceive 
its application to the case of Ealcigli. Treason, he 
maintained, had four progressive stages ; its conception 
in the heart, its participation in the mouth, its application 
in the hand, and lastly its consummation. The first "was 
present here in its wddest extension, for these traitors 
had said there w^ould be “no safety till the fox and his 
cubs "^vere taken away,” and turning on the accused with 
a rhetorical gesture he exclaimed, “To whom, Sir Waltei*, 
did you bear malice I To the royal children ? ” Ealeigh 
protested his inability to understand the purport of this 
tirade. He had nothing to do wdth the conspiracy of 
the priests. If the Attorney ■would prove any one of 
the charges raised, he would confess himself a traitox'. 
“Hay, I wdll prove all,” Coke retorted. “Tlioix art a 
monster ; thou hast an English face, but a Spanish heart.” 
It was thus that the Attorney -General addressed the 
man of Carliz and the Azores, whose self-ixnposed lifers 
wwk had been to give the Queen “ a better Indies than 
the King of Spain hath any.” He went on to sketch the 
negotiation ■with Arenberg with an ingenious subtle'fcy of 


2I8 


S/R IFJLTER'RjlLEiaff 


CHAP, 


narrative^ designed to insinuate that Ealeigli \?as tlie 
prime mover and Cobliam only an executive agent. 
Ealeigli broke in with an appeal to liis judges : Let me 
answer, it concerns my But Popliaiii supported 

Coke’s ^‘Thoii slialt not,’’ w-itli the ruling tliat the 
Attorney was dealing with the general cl large, and only 
Avhen all the evidence had been laid, would he Ijg 
allowed to repty to each particular. Coke had, however, 
lost his temper, and cautioned the accused not to provoke 
Mm. Cobliam, he said, was neither a politician nor a 
sivorclsnian ; the invention of these schemes lielonged 
to a politician, their execution to a swordsman. Ealeigh 
\rm both, but such was his Machiavellian calculation that 
he would talk with none but Cobliam, for he was 
convinced one witness could never coiidoinii him. 

He then referred to Cobliaiids retractation, eoiii- 
inunicated in a eorrespondence between the two prisoners 
in the Tower, which he eloquently characterised as the 
most horrible practice that ever came up out of the 
bottomless pit of the lowest hell Describing the 
attempt of Gobham to antedate a letter to the Go’\'crnor 
of Dover in order to facilitate a repudiation of the 
intent to go abroad for treasonable purposes, he suggested 
that this artifice wms devised after he liad had intelligeiiCG 
with Ealeigh in the Tower, and shouted doivn tlie latter s 
indignant protest with: ‘Lill that he did wvas by thy 
instigation, thou viper; for I thm^ thee, thou traitor ! 

Cobham’s examination, taken down on the 20tli of 
July, wars next read. He confessed to conferences with 
Areiiberg with a view to obtaining a sum of money and 
a safe-conduct from the King of Spain. He had also 
infcaacied to go to Flanders to confer with the Archdiiko, 
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and return hy Jersey to discuss witli Sir IValter the 
distribution of tlie money among the discontented in 
England. At this point in the examination the letter, 
by Ealeigh to Cecil after his own examination 
at "Windsor, had been sliown to Cobham, whereupon, 
said the report, he broke out in violent denunciations of 
Ealeigh, calling him villain and traitor, and asserting 
that all he had done had been instigalbed by him. 
These words the Attorney caused to he read a second 
time. Ealeigh, moreover, had spoken of plots and in- 
vasions, but his memory was not clear as to details, 
and Cobham expressed the fear that, once in Jersey, he 
would betray him to the King. 

Sir Walter vras now allowed to address the Court. 
He had been, he said, examined at Windsor on three 
points, the Surprising Treason, plotting in favour of 
Arabella, and practices with Cobham. To none of these 
was he privy. It was true he had suspected Cobham 
of '■ dealings with' Areiiberg. When questioned on this 
point a little later by the Attornej", he explained that he 
had believed their intelligence was only such as might 
be warranted. He knew of the intercourse with La 
Reiizi, of which he gave intimation to Cecil, Cobham, 
on seeing his letter, had used hitter words, hut forthwith 
repented and admitted he had done him wrong. ITas 
it reasonable, he asked the Court, to think him so mad 
as to enter into a conspiracy with Cobham to the 
advantage of Spain, at a moment when the realm, united 
with Scotland, was stronger than ever before 1 "Was any 
one better acquainted with the weakness and poverty of 
Spain than himself, who had thrice fought the Spaniard 
on the sea, at a cost of forty thousand, marks of his own.i 
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the judges to declare' how the law stood with regard to 
tlie confrontation, for which . the priso,ner so earnestly 
pleadcid. He was himself ; .aware that the whole charge 
rested on Cobham’s unsupported statement, and must 
for his own peace' of mind hare desired its corroboration 
in open court. The Lord Chief Justice, however, refused 
to entertain the appeal, on the groiiiids that ‘‘there 
must not be such a gulf opened for the destruction of 
the King.” 

Coke proceeded with the evidence advanced by the 
prosecutioin Part; of a letter written' on ' the' ,29th of 
J by Cobham to . the Coimcil was read, in wliicli he 
confessed having applied to. Areiiberg for a passport from 
the King ofSpa,in, and for, four. or .five liundred' thousand 
crowns to be used as occasion offered. He quoted extracts 
from confessions of Copley, Watson, and Brooke, mere 
hearsay repetitions of statements that Ealeigh and Cob- 
ham stood for the Spanish faction. Raleiglfs admission 
that Cobham had offered him ten thousand crowns was put 
in, together with his reply, “When. I see the money I 
will make you an answer.” From vdiich Coke deduced 
the following conclusions : Ealeigli vra.s to liavo a portion 
of the money destined for discontente^l persons ; Baleigli 
was a discontented person ; therefore he was a traitor. 
Well might the prisoner exclain;i, “Mr. Attorney, y«)u 
have seemed to say much, but in truth notliing that 
applies to me.” After once more suggestively referring 
to the “fox and his cubs,” and apostrophising the 
prisoner as a “ spider of Hell,” he endeavoured to sliow 
that Brooke believed his bi'otlier to ha’^'o been inspired 
by Ealeigli, and, following up this clue, he accused him 
of having supplied Cobham witlx a treasojmble book. 
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This absurd charge was easily ■disposed of by 
prisoner. The book was^ published twenty -six, years 
earlicrj in justification of the action taken against the 
Queen of Scots; he had copies of all such books that 
caiiiO out at the time, and this particular one vras from 
Burgliley's lil)rary. He had not given it to Col'ilmm, 
vdio had taken it from his table; for himself he had 
neither read it nor commended it. Not less irrelevant 
was the citation of gossip repeated by a sea-going piloQ 
to tiie elfect tliat at Lisbon lie had heard a Portuguese 
gentleman say tlie King would never he crowned, for 
his throat would first be cut by Don Cobliam and Don 
Ealeigli. 

Portions of Cobliam’s evidence, dealing with the letter 
conveyed by Keymis, were next read. Sir Walter’s 
letter stated that he had cleared him of all charges, and 
that Lord Henry Howard had said he "was “ fit to be on 
the action,'* because he was discontented. Keymis had 
added verbrdly tha,t his master bade him be of good 
comfort, for one witness could not condemn him. 
Raleigh interposed, saying that Keymis had added these 
words on liis own initiative. Tliis has been 
])y Mr. Gardiner as an unlucky falsehood, which 
damaged the value of Raleigh’s protestations in the 
estimation of his hearers. It is, however, readily con- 
ceivable that Keymis, who was too honest a man to 
have invented the message, may have intei*prcted a 
reflection of Sir Walter’s which bore on his own case, 
as a communication to he made to Cobham, or the latter 
may have assumed that the reflection, repeated to him 
spontaneously by Keymis to cheer him, was a direct 
message from Raleigh. The point could easily have 
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been settled by calling for evidence from Keyiiiis, but 
the prevseiice of a witness whom Waad had mciiac(}d 
with the rack might have been awkward, and indeed 
no witnesses were called before the Court. Once more 
Raleigh begged to be confronted with liis only accuser, 
and Cecil is reported to have proposed an adjourn me] it, 
in order that the King’s pleasure might l;>c taken. The 
judges remained unmoved, and Coke, preparing for the 
surprise lie w*as about to offer, inquired of the prisoner, 
“If my Lord Cobham will say you are the only 
instigator of him to proceed in the treasons, dare you 
put yourself on this?” The reply ^vas : “If he will 
speak it, before God and the King, that I ever kne'w 
of Arabella’s matter for the money out of Spain, or of 
the Surprising Treason, I put myself on it. God’s will 
and the King’s be done witli mo ! ” These were precisely 
the points which Coke had laboriously attempted to 
establish by circumstantial evidence, supplemented by 
the effrontery with wiiich he assured the jury that he 
never knew a clearer treason, and that the King’s ^safety 
and Sir Walter’s acquittal could not agree. 

At this stage ho introduced a iiew’' feature, into the 
case. A note from Raleigh had been thrown into 
Cobham’s window in the Tower attached to an apple, — 
“ Adam’s apple whereby the Devil did deceive him 1 ” 
Thereupon Cobham had, he admitted, made a retractation, 
but afterwmrds he could not rest until he had reainrmed 
his accusation.^ He then caused to be read tlie follovr- 

^ In one of the reports of the trial Raleigli is made to say that 
ho never had intelUgence with Cobham Anirt-: he eame /o fhe 
TomvR It is obvious that the italicised words are. interpolated. 
Tlicre were other witnesses besides Cobham to an excliange of 
eommiiuicutious. Ealeigh himself had in his pocket, and" was 
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iiig letter written by Cobliam',, to the' Lords, of the 
Coiiiicil only the pimdous day : ; 

I have thought it fit In' duty my Sovereign, and in 
discharge of iny conscience, to set this down to your .Lord- 
ships, wliereiii I protest upon my soul, to write nothing but 
what is true. , For I am not ignorant of iny present condition, 
and now to dissemble wnth God is no time. 

Sir Waller Raleigh, four nights before my coming from 
the ToAver, writ to me desiring me to set it down under my 
hand, — and send to him an acknowledgement under my 
hand, that I had Avroiiged him ; and that I should herein 
renounce Avdiat I had formerly accused him of. I since 
have thought how he went about only to clear himself by 
betraying of me. Whereupon I have resolved to set down 
the truth, and under my hand to retract what he cunningly 
got froni me ; craving humble pardon of His Majesty and 
your Lordships for my double dealing. 

, His first letter I made no answer to. The next clay he 
wrote me another, praying me, for GocRs cause, as I pitied 
him, his wife and children, that I would answer him in the 
points set down ; putting me in hope that the proceedings 
against me avouIcI be stayed. 

With the like truth I will proceed to tell yon my 
dealings toAvards Count Ar(enherg) to get him a pension of 
£1500 iWT annuTii for intelligence ; and he AA'oiild ahvays 
tell and advertise what aaus intended against Spain ; for the 
Loav Countries ; or Avitli France. And coming from Green- 
AAuch one night, he acquainted me what Avas agreed upon 
betwixt the King and the Loaa^ Countrymen, that I should 
impart it to Count Ar. But upon this motion for £1500 
per annum I never dealt with Count Ar. Now, as by tiiis 
may appear to your Lordslxips, he hath been the original 
cause of my ruin. For, hut by his instigation, I had never 


aliout to produce in Court, the letter which Cobh am had sent him 
in the Tower. Besides, Coke’s rejoinder Avould, if these Avords Avere 
to stand, be quite irrelevant: **Go to, I will lay you on your 
back for the coniidentest traitor that ever came to a bar. Why 
should you take eight thousand crowns ? ” 
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■dealt witli Coimt Ar. And so batli lie been ibe only cause 
of , my, discontentment ; I isever coining from llie Coiml. but 
still' .lie, lilied and possessed mo with new eaik<\3 oi‘ discon- 
teiitm-eiits. ■ -To conclnde : in liis last letter bo advised 
me that I should not 1)0 overtaken ]>y cuiiibssing to any 
particular,: For tlie . King. ■would better allow ,,niy eoiistant 
denial .tlian my after - appealing, ^ For. my 'after -accusing 
would but add matter to my former offence. 

“ 0 damnable atheist ! ’’ was the Attorney’s forcible 
comment as he continued his haranguej and asked the 
prisoner what he said to this letter. Raleigh, tvho was 
for a moment overwhelmed, could only reply, say 
that Cobhani is a base, dishonourable poor soul’^ This 
new letter was a painful surprise to him, though there 
was nothing in it amounting even to a confession of 
treason by Cobham himself. Foreign pensions for 
purposes accounted warrantable were often offered to 
courtiers and accepted by them. But lie had never 
anticipated the repudiation at the elevtuith hour of 
the solemn retractation given to him in viiting, 
and he could not fail to perceive that this letter lent a 
plausibility to much of the irrelevant testimoii}" which 
had been produced. Recovering himself, he drew from 
his pocket Cobham’s letter to himself, and explained the 
circumstances under which it had reached him in the 
Tower. It was the second letter replacing the first, 
which was not to his content. Cecil was invited to 
read it, as he was familiar with the writing. It ran as 
follows : 

Now that the- arraignment draws near; not knowing 
which should be first, I or you ; to clear my conscience, 
satisfy the world, and free myself from llie cry of your l>loo(], 
I protest upon my soul, and before God and his angels, I 
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never liad conference witli you in any treason ; ■ nor was ever 
moved by you to the things. ! heretofore accused yoii of. 
Andj . .'for ■ any tiling I know, .you are''' as. innocent and 'as ' clear, 
from any treasons against 'the King as is. any 'subject living.. 
Therefore I wash my hands and pronounce,. Purus sum a 
■saiiguiiie hiijus.’^ And so G-od .deal- with' me and. have 
.mercy on iiiy soul, '.as this is true.' '. 

■ ' Ealeigh’s comment “was brief and to the point. The 
letter to the Lords was- but a 'voluntary confession, the 
letter to himself under oath, accompanied, by the most 
earnest protestations a Christian ' man could make : 
‘‘^Therefore believe which of these hath most force,” 
Nothing w'oiild have been easier than to produce Cobham 
and interrogate him on oath in the presence of the 
prisoner as to which of these letters represented the 
truth. But such a gulf might not be opened for the 
destruction of the King. In view, however, of the glar- 
ing contradiction between the terms of the two documents 
it was felt necessary, to assure the jury that the hnal 
letter was not extracted under any promise of pardon. 
The jury then withdrew to deliberate, and in less than 
a iparter of an hour returned with a verdict of Guilty, 
The prisoner was asked if he had anything to urge in 
stay of judgment. He replied: “My Lords, the jury 
have found me guilty. They must do as they are directed. 
I can say nothing why judgment should not proceed. 
You see whereof Cobham hath accused me. You 
remember his protestation that I was never guilty. I 
desire tlie. King should know the umong I have been 
done to of the Attorney since I came hither. I desire 
the Lords to remember three things to the King ; I was 
accused to be a practiser with Spain. I never knew that 
my Lord Cobham meant to go thither. I will ask no 
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iiiercj at the King’s hands if he afilriri it. BecoLdlv, 
1 never knew of the praclicts with Arahelln.. Thirdly, I 
never knew of rny Lord Colhiain’s practice with Aren- 
bergj nor of the Surprising Treason.*^ 

The coarse brutality of tone assumed by the Chief 
Justice in passing sentence goes far to justify the tale 
that he had taken purses in the days of his yontli. He 
reminded Ealeigh that lie had been taxed by the world 
with blasphemous opinions and, dragging into publicity 
the name of the illustrious Hariot, adjured him not to 
be persuaded by “ that devil ” that there was no eternity 
in heaven j for so thinking he would find eternity in hell- 
fire. He then gave the repulsive sentence which con- 
demned the hero of Cadi 25 and the apostle of Eiigiand’s 
colonial empire to be drawn on a hurdle to the place of 
execution, to be liangod ai\d cut down alive, to have his 
heart plucked out, and the head severed from the body, 
which should be divided into four quartei^s, and disposed 
of at the King’s pleasure. The condemned man obtained 
permission to say a feuv tvords to certain of the liOrds. 
He craved their intercession that his death niiglit not ha 
ignominiouB, and that, if pardon were refused, Coljharri 
might die first, for, he said, he can face noitlier death 
nor me. vuthout acknowledging his falsehood.’’ 

The question of Ealeigh’s guilt or innocence is one 
wholly independent of the iniquity of his condemnation. 
Guilty he may or may not have been, but lawyers and 
liistorians are practically unanimous as to his legal 
innocence, and in the larger tribunal of puUic opiiuion 
Ms sentence tvas immediately reversed. His calm and 
dignified manner, , contrasting with the obsequious and 
imseemly violence .of Bencli and Attorney, imide a deep 
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iiiipression on tlie iiiimeroiis spectators,, .who toid throiigli- 
out the comitry, the' story .of : a... trial' which brought 
iiotliiiig hut 'discredit on .'Engiisli legal pro'cediire.: His 
teniperj courage, and judgment, under provocation whieli 
exci'feed the pity and anger, of ■ the audience, Justified tlie 
opinion of Dudley Caiietoii, who wrote that, “save it 
went with the hazard of Iris life, it was the happiest day 
that ever lie spent,” and tliat “never n-as a man so hated 
and so popular in so short a timed’ If a careful study 
of the records suggests the suspicion that Haleigh did 
not state all that he knew, that he kept back cei’tain 
information, -which might be adversely interpreted, until 
he found the Court had knowledge which compelled the 
admission, the supposition cannot justify his conde-inna- 
tion on the evidence adduced. There were points in his 
answers which may have prejudiced his hearers as to his 
veracity. The standard of veracity was not high in 
those days in men of Raleigh’s calibre. He had at the 
outset adopted the precedent of denying all knowledge 
of Cobham’s proceedings, and such a denial was not con- 
sistent -with his subsequent admission that he had been 
offered a bribe for forwarding the peace. Afterwards 
he explained that ho believed he had succeeded in 
diverting Ooldiam from, those humours. Of Cobham’s 
guilt there could be little doubt, and apart from his own 
admissions, it was kiioivn to the examiners who sat as 
judges that ho had written to Arabella Btiiart, informing 
her that he had enlisted the support of the Spanish King 
to her title. There was also evidence connected with 
the Areiiberg negotiations which the respect due to a 
foreign e'nvoy made it difficult to. produce in Court, hut 
there, was nothing worth a moment’s consideration as 
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eFicleiice. to 'establisli ■ Eale4gli‘s ;xoiii|}licity, , saTe tlie 
acciiBatioiis of Cobliam liiroselfj wlio.roade and repudiated 
cliarges witli '.tiie 'same', fa'cility /widli ATliicliALoixi^ H 
■Howard changed liis' religion.. ^ The foreign' envoy, 'who 
if Ealeigli 'was' guilty, was' 'liis ' f ellow-conspi'rator, was 
siifiered shortly afterwards to return and ' coiitiruie the 
peace negotiations, and finally departed wirli a liaiidsorne 
testimonial from James to his pnidenee and integrity. 
The verdict of posterity has fully coiiHrme<i the con- 
temporary estimate of the judgment or the Court at 
Winchester, in which the accusers sat as arbiters, and 
one of these very judges is reported on his death-bed to 
.'have admitted . that ne%mr had the justice of /England 
been so depressed aiid injured as in the eoudemnatioii 
of Ealeigh. 


CHAPTEK XIV 


AT THE IvING’S PLEASURE 
1603-1615 

Throughout the wretched farce of his trial Ealeigh had 
stood manfully at bay, enduring with quiet dignity the 
affronts of liis enemies and the .desertion of his friends. 
Now, when all was over, the strain and tension of the 
long struggle was once more succeeded by profound 
depression, and we find him with a sudden change of 
demeanour suing in language of humiliation for a life 
which he had never hesitated to risk in honourable 
service. If some excuse for the exti’avagance of his tone 
may be found in the hyperbole wdiich the custom of the 
day prescribed for addresses to the throne, the character 
of the man himself wfill suggest, to those wdio study it 
with sympathjT-j some further extenuation for his iindignb 
fied plea. His strenuous heart, still conscious of power, 
his tireless Ijrain, revolving life’s incommensurate accom- 
plisliment and cherishing great dreams yet unrealised, 
could not tamely accept the final sentence of extinction. 
His vital energy rebelled against the pride which should 
have sealed his lips. Conscious that he had done nothing 
which merited death, ha believed his innocence would 
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some daj be established, and even in the siiadoiv of a 
prison there was scope for intellectual activity. He 
might envy if lie could not echo the nobler utterance of 
Grey: Non omnibus emlem decosa^ — the house of the 
"Wiltons have spent inaiiy lives in their princess servieej 
and Grey cannot beg for his/^ To Ealeiglrs sanguine 
temperament hope could not fail wliile life reinainecl,, 
and to his hope he desperately clung. He craved the 
intercessio!! of the Lords of the Council to procure at 
least one year’s respite. To the King he wrote : “ Save 
me, therefore, most merciful Prince, that I may owe 
your Majesty my life itself, than which there cannot be 
u greater debt. Lend it me, at least, my Sovereign 
Lord, that I may pay it again for your service when 
your Majesty shall please.’’ And he reminded Cecil of 
their former friendship, worn out, he feared, by change 
of time and his own errors. But this wealcness was not 
of long duration, and as he penned what he believed to 
be his last farewell to the noble woman, whose love had 
filled his life, he enjoined her to recover the letters in 
which, for her sake and hi>s sou’s, he had sued for a 
life which he now disdained himself for begging. This 
letter, which is undated, but wliicli was evidently 
written on what lie believed to be the eve of his execu- 
tion, speaks to us across the centuries with tlie pathos 
which belongs to all true emotions, and reveals the ]>est 
and brightest side of Raleigh’s character at a nioment 
when there was no need for concealment, no interest to 
serve, no place more for hope or ambition. 

You shall recei\^e, dear wife, my last woids in these my 
last lines. My love I send you, that you may keep it wluui 
I am dead ; and my counsel, that you may remember it wlmn 
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I am no more. I would not witli my last will present you 
with sorrows, dear Bess. Let tliein go to the grave with nu\ 
^and be buried with me in the dust. And, seeing it is not 
the will of God that ever I shall see you in this life, bear, my 
destruction gently, and with a heart like yu^nrself. 

hirst, I send you all the thanks my^ lieart can conceive, or 
my pen express, for your many troubles and cares takeii for 
me, whiclj — tbougli they have not taken effect as you wished 
— }’et my debt is to you never the less ; but pay it I never 
shall ill tills world. 

Secondly, I beseech, you, for the love you bare me living, 
that you do not hide yourself -man}’ days, but by your travail 
seek to help your miserable fortunes, and the right of your 
poor child. Your mourning cannot avail me that am but 
dust.' 

You shall understand that my lands were conveyed to my 
child bond fide. The writings were drawui at midsummer 
was twelvemonths, as divers can witness, lily honest cousin 
Brett can testify so much, and Dalberie, too, can remember 
somewhat therein. And I trust my blood will quench their 
malice that desire iny slaughter ; and that they will not also 
seek to kill you and yours wutli extreme poverty. To wdiat 
friend to direct th.ee I know not, for all mine have left me in 
the true time of trial ; and I plainly perceive that my death 
was determined from the first day. Slost sorry I. am (as 
Gilod knoweth) that, being thus surprised with death, I can 
leave you no better estate. I meant you all mine office of 
wines, or that I could purchase ])y selling it ; half my siiUT, 
and jewels, but some few for my boy. But God hath pre- 
vented all my determinations ; the great God that worketh 
all in all. If you can live free from want, care ibr no more ; 
for the rest is luit vanity. Love God, and begin betimes to 
repose yourself on Him ; therein you shall find true and 
lasting riches, and endless comfort. For tlie rest, wlien you 
have travelled and wearied your thoughts on li11 sorts of 
worldly cogitations, you shall sit down by Sorrow in the end. 
Teach your sou also to serve and fear God while he is 
young, that the fear of God may grow up in him. Then 
will God be a husband unto you, and a father unto him ; a 
husband and a father which can never be taken from you. 
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' , P^aylf owetli me two kancired pciiiKl^, ami Adrian ^ six 
kiiBclred poniids. In. Jersey, also, I liavc miieli ^iwiisg me. 
Tiie irmaiwges :of :tlie \vioes will pay my dcljis. And, how- 
soever, for ifiy k)iil’s;;l'iealthr I Jjeseecli you pay all men, 
Wliim I ‘am goiie 110 w j’ou . shnU he souplit ‘auto by 
many, ior tlie ; world “‘tliinks that- I was very rich ; but . take 
heed of the pretences of men - a-iid- of their afiectioiis ; for 
they last Imt in honest and worthy men. And ne* greater 
nrisery can befall you in this life lhau to b<eeome a prey, and 
after to be despised. I speak it fGod knows) nc?t to dissuade 
you from luarriage — for that will be b’cst for you — both in 
respect of God and of tbe tvorld. As for nie, J am no more 
yours, nor you mine. Death hath cut us asunder ,• and God 
liatli divided me from the world, and you from me. 

Remember your poor child for his fathers sake, that 
chose you and loved you in liis happiest times. Get those 
letters (if it he possible) wdiicli I vrrit to the Lords, wherein 
1 sutiil for my life, hut God knoweth that it 'was for you and 
yours that I desired it, but it is true Unit I disdain myself 
for begging it. And know it (dear wife) that your son is 
the child of a true man, and who, iji his ovu respect, 
despisetli Death, and all his inissliape.u and ugly forms. 

I cannot wuite much. God knows how’ hardly I stole 
this time, when all sleep ; and it is time, to separate iiiy 
thoughts from this world. Beg my dead body, whicli living 
was denied you ; and either lay it at Sherboiirue if tlic lami 
continue, or in Exeter church, by my iatbcu au'd mother.- 
I caii write no more. Time and Dea,tli call Uie au'ay. 

The everlasting, infinite, powerful, and inscrutahle God 
that is goodness itself, mercy itself, the true lifo and light, 
keep you and yours, and have mercy on me, and teach me 
to forgive my persecutors and false accusers ; and send us 
to meet in His glorious kingdom. My true wife, farewell. 
Bless my poor hoy i pray for me. My true God hold you 
both ill His arms. 

"Written with the dying hand of sometime thy husband, 
but no^v (alas) overthrown. 

YouBs that was ; but now not niy own, 

■■b-b.).; A , );'W.'':'R;kLElGH.::- '' 

A <lm'ii Gilbert. ^ Walter Eakigh was i,urie.d hi the 

dmreh of »St. Mary Majorat Exeter, February 2M 
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But time and deatli were not ■ yet calling Iiim away, 
and, as tlioiigli tiie dignity of' British justice had not 
been sufficiently liiimiliated, another : act ■ of ■ this tragic, 
comedy : was still ' to be"' play ed ' out " on ' the scafibld 
itself. The two ' priests, Claihe - and Watson, the prime 
movers in the Surprising -Treason, w-ere' executed on the 
29tli ■ of . Koveiiiber , with all the hideous , details laid 
do'wii in their barbarous . sentence, and on the 5tli of 
December George .Brooke suffered the extreme penalty. 
In hiS' dying declaration, . according to the evidence 
of' Dudley Carleton, who was present, he spoke of 
his offences as less heinous than they had appeared 
to be, and protested his confidence that the God of 
truth ivould thereafter bring to light matters •which 
would make for his justification. It would seem, 
from a letter addressed to Cecil, referring vaguely to 
a promise to cancel past injuries, that lie had had 
reason to hope for his intercession. The much-talked-of 
reference to the destruction of the fox and his cubs, 
•which had by subtle insinuation been imputed to 
Ealeigb, was, he contritely confessed, the invention of 
his own malicious imagination. His last utteiunces were 
enigmatic, but they caused a flutter of alarm at Court, 
and tended to impress public opinion still more |wo- 
fouridly with the unsatisfaetoiy character of the trials. 
The heaclsmaffis cry of '‘God save the King” found no 
response in the crowd. 

The lOtli of Bcceinher wm.s fixed for the execution of 
Grey, Cobham, and M.'arkham. Ealeigli, from whom the 
Bishop of Winchester had failed to extract a confession, 
'.%as,„:it' seems, .to... be . brought- ■ to'.-- th.e:,^ scaffold three'days 
later. The Queen was pleading for his life, and the 
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King had some not uniiatiirai scrii|)les about signing the 
iTcirraiit Mejintime there was a posdlnliiy that the 
last utterances of Ms fellow- prisoners iniglit provide 
further justiheation for his sentence. From the window 
of the room in Winchester Castle wdiero ho was confined 
he saw Markham led out to die^ and it is not easy to 
helievG in the smiling face with wliieh tlie French 
Ambassador reported he watched the solemn proceed- 
ings. ]\Iarkhani showed great fortitiidoj but he pro- 
tested that he had been encouraged by vain hopes of 
mercy, and had not prepared himself for death. At 
the last momonti the sheriff, Sir Benjamin Tiehborne, 
stayerl the executioner. Eeprieve had arrived just 
in time, and turning to the prisoner, he said, “You 
say you are ill-prepared to die ; you shall have two hours’ 
respite.” Markham was then led away, and Grey was 
brought, in ignorance of what Imd passed, to take his 
place. His bearing %vas manly and cheerful ; he declared 
himself ready to atone for Iiis great fault, because liis 
eye had been dim to discern the peril which nionaeod 
the King, and his last thought was foi’ the ]iono':ir uf his 
house,', which he ■trusted .'this, one fault /woiik! not ■, be 
held to stain. The sheritf sulfered him to conclude his 
prayers and take leave of life, and tlieu rdinonncod that 
by the King’s command the order of execution had been 
changed; CobhaiU'Waa: to' die first. Grey was then led 
away and Oobham ' ‘svas conducted to the seal ibid. In 
marked contrast to his craven, demeanour at Ins trial, 
he now displayed a stout indifference to his fate, which 
led certain of the spectators to surmise that lie was 
..^imlly .. aware. . Ms .ilife.,. was not .at stake.. .He. prayed at 
v;.,..gfeat:;:l.engthj. ...and,..-. took:, oeeasion ..to ....ass.ci’t ..0:nce , more .the 
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triitii of /airiie had deposed against Sir 'Waiter.' He 
was then inioriiied that he was to he confronted with 
some other prisoners, and remained on the scatlbld until 
G-rey and hlarkham were brought back. Meanwhile 
Ealeighj whose warrant was destined to remain iin- 
signech and who therefore could not even here be 
confronted wdtli his accuser, W'atclied the scene in 
perplexed bewdldennent from his window. The Blioriff 
asked w^hetlier the three prisoners admitted their 
guilt, and upon receiving affirniative replies, announced 
the mercy of the King. Then at length the crowd 
broke into genuine and prolonged applause, and the 
curtain fell upon this undignified scene, for which James 
must boar the sole responsibility. On the IGtli of 
December Ealeigh wars removed to the Towner. 

He addressed a becoming and not undignified letter 
of thanks to the Sovereign wdio had vouchsafed to spare 
him, and to “stop his ears to the urging of private 
hatred and public ia'w.''’ To Cecil he wn’ote as to a 
friend who had saved his life, in humbleness of heart 
that he had ever doubted that friend’s constancy and 
devotion. “Nothing,” he protested, “now could ever 
outw’eigh the memory of your Lordship’s true respects 
had of me ; respects tried by the touch ; tried by the 
fire ; true wdtnesses, in true times ; and then only, when 
only available.” So he w^as able to write under the 
influence of the reaction, holding life, to him infinitely 
|)recioiiS5 once more within his grasp. Cecil’s intei'ven- 
tion at this crisis w^ent further, and was of great avail 
in preserving to his estate some remnant of his shattered 
fortunes. The Governorship of Jersey and the Ifieii- 
tcnantcy of Corinvall had both been taken from him. 
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Ilis ' pateiit Jor the '.license'' of .wineSj wliicli '\¥as not 
teniiinated ; with : .. tli'e''-- suppression of : ^ iTioiiopolies, . was 
transferred' to' 'NottiEgliamj ' 'as ■, appears, i a; letter 

.. o,f' Ladj'Ealeigb'5 applying '.for. the .arrears, 'acciiiiiiilated , 
, during the period -of .-suspension. ' .It , is possible that ' 
Cecil exerted ' his influence. ■ to ■ preTeiit . the Lord 
High Admiral from putting forward a counter-claim, 
but it was in preserving Sherborne for a time at any 
rate to the family that his interposition was most 
useful ]\Iany suitors had already importuned the Kii'ig 
for the reversion of the Dorsetshire propert}", and imme- 
diately after the conclusion of the trial commissioners 
set to. work cutting down the woods, and selling the 


stock wliich Ealeigh 


had laboured with his' usual 
thoroiiglniess to improve. The Secretary procured a 
stay of execution. The Sherborne estate, first tnins- 
f erred to Ealeigh on a ninety -nine years^ lease, had 
subsequently been granted him in fee-simple. While 
still a leasediolder he had conveyed the property to 
.'trustees for Ms son,. ■'.■After the grant .in. fee-simple he' 
seems to have made another conveyance t*> his son, 
with reversion to his brother in default of riirect lieirs, 
but the liistory of these dispositions is obscure. In 1602 
he received a challenge from Sir Amyas Ih'eston, the 
hero of La Cliiayra, who had failed to join liirn in tiie 
expedition to Guiana. This challenge, probably arising 
from the partisanship of Preston for Essex, Ealeigh 
ill the end declined to accept, for reavsoiis which 
wei'G considered adequate according to the standards 
of the time ; but the threatened danger to his Life 
caused him to execute in haste a new convejvun.'e to 
himself, with remainder to his son Walter, or his heirs, 
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and ill default of issue to iiis brother, Sir Carew IMeigh. 
There was a technical flaw in the conveyance, apparent! 3'' 
some accidental omission by the clerk who engrossed 
the document, but for tlie present it held good. His 
own life interest alone was thus forfeited by his attainder, 
and Sherborne, together with other manors in Dorset 
and Somerset, were assigned by the Crown to trustees 
to hohl for Lady lialeigh and her son. He was appar- 
ently aivare tliiit the form of conveyance was open to 
contention, for he had not been long in the Tower before 
he begged Cecil to obtain an opinion from the Lord 
Chief Justice and the King’s attorney as to its validity. 
The opinion of the authorities consulted conflrnis the 
view that some important formula had been omitted hy 
the copying clerk, and on this omission must be based 
such justification as could be invoked for the coniiscation 
of the estate, which was eventually bestowed on the 
King’s favourite, Carr. Some pretence of compensation 
was made to Lady Raleigh and her children by the 
assignment of £8000 as purchase money for Sherborne 
and its dependencies, v/ith an annuity of £400 a year 
in lieu of her jointure. Of the capital sum only a por- 
tion was ever paid, and this was consumed in the last 
fatal expedition to Guiana; on the remainder interest 
was irregularly found by the Exchequer. Raleigh at 
length reluctantly and perforce consented to the transfer 
of the property, and the conveyance was declared void 
in 1609. The capital value of the annuity and the sum 
actually paid represented a very inadequate price for 
the magniiicent estate to which he was so deeply attached ; 
and the real spirit of the transaction is aptly illustrated 
in the well-known tradition of the King’s reply to Lady 
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■Bakiglis' wlien ' ' on- ; tier kiie6s/'.slia,; Begged ■Mm to save ; 
Slierbome for licr children, only to ke iv|ril-e(l willi ■ 
tlie ali-sufficient ans^rer, *'I maun ha’ it for Carr.’" The 
favourite did iiotj however, remain long in possession, 
for the King, who had bestowed tlie estate, repurchased 
it for a Slim of ^20,000, in order to gi\”c it- to Prince 
Henry. It has been surmised tint the Prince, who had 
a romantic admiration for liis fatlie]‘’s illustrious prisoner, 
sought to acquire Sherborne in order eventiuill}' to 
restore it to Raleigh. His premature death prevented 
the realisation of this design, and it reverted to- the 
King, who once more transferred it to Somerset, on 
receiving back the purchase - moneiv On Somerset’s 
attainder it was granted to Sir John Digby, afterwards 
Earl of Rristol, as a reward for his haiung undertaken 
at his own charges the burden of an eml^assy to Spain, 
hicver til class some misgiving appears to have existed as 
to the legalit}’' of these transactions, for years afterwards, 
when in a new reign Carew Raleigh petitioned Parlia- 
ment for his restoration in blood, lie was told l>y Charles 
that the first step must be his absolute reiiiuiciatioii of 
all right to his father’s property.' 

Hard as were the conditions meted out to him, 
Raleigh appears to have suffered less severely than liis 
fellow-prisoners, with the exception of Copky vmose 
services were rewarded by early liberation. Sir G-riffin 
Markham was also released on condition that he left 
the country, which he did in such abject circumstances 
that on landing in Flanders he was conipelled to |>av>m 
his silver swordBiit in order 'to obtain food. Eveiit.ii- 
ally, ho^vever, he found employment ns a soldier of 
fortune inBhe armies of the Archduke. Albert. Grey 
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and Cobliani, whose vast estates were^ ;■ confiscated, were 
maintained by a small bounty from ■the Crown. . Grey 
died ill '.captivity. Gobham, who' survived Ealeigh by a 
few months, was eveiitiialiy, in 1617, ailowed , to leave 
the Tower and visit Bath for his health. 'At the end 
lie appears to have been in great straits, and to have 
ignominiously closed his miserable existence in the 
house of a poor woman, formerly his servant, in tlie 
Miiiories. Sir Anthony AYelidon, in his Court cmd 
Chamcter of King James, tells an improbable story of a 
re-examination of Cobham, carried out in consequence 
of a request from the Queen, after which Cecil is 
reported to have informed the King that “my Lord 
Cobham hath made good all that he ever wrote or said. 
He records the sordid end of KaleigiTs evil genius : “He 
died lousjq for want of apparel and linen; and had 
starved, had not a trencher -scraper, sometime his ser- 
vant in Court, relieved him with scraps, in whose house 
he died.” It is not possible to believe that the judg- 
ment vvdiich contemporaries and historians have agreed 
to pass on this miserable creature has been unjust. 

The monotony of prison routine was in many ways 
made light for Sir "Walter ; so much so indeed that he 
did not at first realise that more than a temporary 
3*estraint could be placed upon his liberty. He liopcd 
to be allowed to enjoy a partial freedom on parole, and, 
within a year of his conviction prayed for permission 
to pay liis cnstomai’y visit to Bath. The grim gate 
seemed not to have closed behind him for ever, when 
he found himself temporarily transferred to the Fleet in 
the early months of 1604. A hull-baiting entertain- 
ment in honour of the King had been organised at the 
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Toweij and tlie royal visit implied tm arariestv to 
ofienders confined tliere. whicli could: :in>t fie exteiitled 
to the inoro important prisoners of Sto.te. '\Yhm be 
returned the precincts were once more infected by 
plague. His wiie and son, who had been allowed to 
join him, moved during the prevalence of tlie epidemic 
to lodgings in the neigiibourliood, where it- is probable 
that Carew Raleigh, the son of liis ca|)tivity, was 
bom. He was allowed to receive friends, and among 
those who most frequented Ins society V'as his old 
associate, Thomas Harlot the metaphysician. Before 
long Sergeant Hoskyns and the ,Eaii of Northumber- 
iaiid, Raleigh's generous advocate with tlie King, accused 
of .complicity in the Gunpowder Plot, joined the 
symposiuiii in the Tower. The lieutenant, Sir George 
Harvey, found entortaiiimont in his conversation, and 
not unfrequejitly dined with him. He moreover gave 
tip to his prisoner’s use his own garden, whence Sir 
"Walter enjoyed a jdeasant outlook over the green glacis 
of the fortress. The Bloody Tower, where lie laid first 
been lodged while awaiting trial, contiinierl to lie ins 
residence. From the terrace he coiiltl watch the busy 
river, running down to freedom and tlic sea, the for- 
bidden highway to those distant worlds, beyond his 
contracted iiorizon, where his unfettered spirit still 
schemed to found a goodly heritage for his countrymen. 
In the garden he was allowed to convert a little hen- 
house ” into a chemical laboratory, and there he at first 
spent most of his time absorb<3d in those resea.rehes for 
which his half-brother, Adrian Gilbert, lm<l first given 
him the taste, developed during long hours of enforcetl 
'leisure on shipboard. He Is even sa.id to have ilis- 
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covered, tlie art, afterwards' lost again, for a long period, 
of distilling frasli water from ■ ■salt. A portion, of , Iris 
time -vnis also doubtless' devoted to the education of liis 
so,ii Walter, who may have been ten' years old when 
tlie gates of. the Tower closed on liis father. Some 
four' .. years . later lie inp^tricnlated at Oorpus' Cliristi 
College, Oxford, where he studied under the' tutelage 
of .Dr. Daniel Fairclough,; and 'showed good', natural 
abilities and. some disposition' -for music. ' He .took , his' 
degree in 1610, and. then returned to London, where 
there is reason to . believe his further instruction was 
superiiiteiicled by no less a guide and philosopher than 
the illustrious Bon Jonson, of whose association ■with 
the Ealoighs the gossips have recorded racy anecdotes. 
It is told hovv" on one occasion the poet, who had a 
weakness for good cheer, vras convej^ed, overcome with 
the fumes of canary, in a clothes-hasket, at the instance 
of his graceless charge, into the presence of .Sir Walter, 
who did not fail to improve the occasion by a 'suitable 
lecture. , Pupil and .master 'alike- had- the niisfortune to 
kill a man in a brawl, and as young Walter’s victim was 
a retainer of the Lord Ti'easurer, it became necessary 
that lie should quit the country in haste. It seems 
probable that Ben .Jonson, who in i,'614 .tvas;'for' a "short 
tiine Ealeigli’s fellow-prisdiier. in- the. Tower, acco'mpaiiied 
him to the : Continent. ■ . 

As months went by the pride and arrogance of 
manner •wliieh ha,d made Raleigh so unpopular were 
forgotten, and men considered rather the great services 
he had rendered and the contrast- of his former fortunes 
with his broken life, At the hour at which it was his 
habit to take his daily exercise, crowds would gather 


244 


S/J^ WALTER RALEIGir 


CHAP. 


lielo'w the Towex' garden to watch the solitnrj figure 
pacing lip and' down, with a curious interest wliicli time 
softened to an indignant sympathy. Fatliers ’would 
bring their little sons to see the man ’who had sailed 
beyond the sunset, and had borne the brunt of the great 
duel with Spain, now almost the last of a little band of 
heroes' wdiose names ^vere fast passing into , tlie mj'thic 
cycle. It was not strange that young Prince Henry, as 
he too came to looh at the gallant figure in the courtly 
dress, which even in prison Ealeigli vStill alTccted, should 
sigh with a boy’s generous resentment to think that his 
father should keep such a splendid bird in a cage. 

With the arrival of Sir William Waad, tlio examiner 
in the investigations preceding liis trial, vrho succeeded 
Harvey as lieutenant in 1605, his liberties wore curtailed. 
Some frivolous charge of cognisance in the Gunpowder 
Plot ailbrded the necessfuy pretext. Waad held it 
unbecoming that >Sir Walter should display himself in 
the garden, and he drew^ up new regulations, directing 
prisoners to withdraw to their quartci’s at the ringing 
of the afternoon bell and forbidding their wi\x"s to 
lodge in the Tower, much less to drive isuo tiic precincts 
in their coaches. Lady Ealeigh was, ]iowe’\"or, not 
separated from her husband until 1010, when he was 
charged with some new offence, the nature of vrliicii 
remains a mystery, and was punished ‘with, tliree weeks’ 
close arrest. In 1006, in consequence of an unfavoiir- 
ablo report of his health, he was allowed to occupy a 
wmnner lodging in the neighbourhood of his laljoratory. 

When he at length reluctantly realised that all 
appeals for. pardon were fruitless, he applied himself to 
-literature with that '■characteristic elasticity of mind 
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wMcli liacl^ through life enabled' him, if "thwarted in one 
direction, to divert liis insatiable energy into some other 
cliaiinel of ambition. ^ Within the limits assigned to him 
as ; a man, , of ' action it ' is . not ' possible ' adequately to 
consider him as a man of letters,, and that' aspect of his 
maiiy-sided nature must be reserved for separate treat- . 
meiit. ' Of liis writings in prose three only were published 
during his lifetime, FigU about the Isles of the Azores 
and The Biscovery of Gukmaj which have already been 
discussed, and the great achievement of his captivity, 
The, History of the JForlcL Any one of the three would 
sufiice to place him among the masters of English prose. 
The authorship of some of the compositions attributed 
to his pen has been called in- question; many others 
have probably disappeared, and among them a Treatise 
on the West Indies^ referred to in his Discovery of GuiancL 
The Arts of Empire^ published by Milton in 1658, The 
Maxims of State, The iJiscowrse of Temires which were before 
the Conquest, Hie Discourse of JFar in General, and the 
economic treatise entitled Observations touching Trade and 
Commerce, are probably the outcome of studies made in 
collecting material for his great work, and the Brevmij 
of The History of England, if indeed it is hy his pen, 
which is very doubtful, may be regarded as a preliminaiy 
exercise. Hie Frerogaiive of Farlimnents, a dialogue ad- 
dressed to the King, in which he brings the powm’s of 
the Crown and the Legislature into happy concordance, 
the t-wo pamphlets on the proposed Savoy marriages, 
arid the admirable maritime treatises, written for the 
enlightenment of his constant advocate, the young Prince 
of Wales, necessarily belong also to the period of his 
imprisonment. . : tiis"., vers.atile: genius ranged f ro.m ' hist.ory , 
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to religion and raetaph^'Sics, anti from tlie liclJrf oi ?|iecu- 
latioii explored in Th: Sapie nnd Thr Dudl^M o., ih. 
lie returned to rbe solid ground of praetiet;! pbilosoprjj 
ill ills Eisfrudhus fo his Son and fo FoskHiii. it is not 
possible to say at what precise periodj tlion.gli it was 
undoubtedly after tlie last hope of praxhui Avas a.baii- 
donedj he conceived the noble ambition of spciidiiig the 
remainder of a life, already far run out in otiier traA’ails, 
in Avriting as an introductioB to The Ifisiorij 
the story of the four great empires of the A\uiiid. It 
was no ordinary nature that Jong after fifty could still 
contemplate an undertaking which in tlie seA'Ciitceiitli 
century ivas esteemed a greater title to abiding fame 
than all the achievements of Ids active years, The 
history was published in 1614, but the title had been 
registered three years earlier with the Stationers’ 
Company. Its success Avas immediate. Its profound 
learniiig, Ardiieh to modem readers may seem to ovt‘r- 
Av eight tlio narrative, compelled ilie re\v?roiii; mliiiirar 
tlon of contemporaries. Only the King, wlmse iit- 
vineiblo antipathy to Ealeigh obscured Iris jiidginciit, 
AA^ouId Inu'e none of a book Avhicli he stigimitisecl as 
‘Hioo saucy in censuring the acts of princes.'’ He even 
AA'cnt so far as to command that the first impression 
should bo called in, but a new edition appeared in 1017. 
It need not surprise us that James iras blind to the 
merits of a lA-ork which Cromw^ell esteemed oii.lj’' second 
to his Bible, or of a miter whose conceptions of liistoij 
and politics both Milton and Hampden held in 
honour. 

IMeigh’s extreme carefulness as a liistoihui led him 
to seek confirmation from able scholars on ail doubtful 


points, and lie acknowledges his indebtedness to learned 
frieiids/in tlie' preface. Dr. .'Eobert -Burliill,; formerly liis ; . 
.chaplain, 'assisted:, him' in the' interpretation 'of .Hebrew,, 
of yrhicli he admits his own ignorance, Hariot was his 
oracle, on disputed questions of chronology or geograpl^y, 
and Hoskyns, the arbiter of style, is said to have 
revised the whole work for the press. Ben Jonson, 
wdio wrote the verses of the title-page, and no doubt 
oiTercd scholarly criticism, boasted in his cups to Sir 
William Drummond, after Sir Walter’s death, that he 
had himself made considerable contributions. On such 
slight evidence Isaac Disraeli, in his investigation of 
literary curiosities, vaini}" endeavoured to prove that 
The Elston/ of the IForkl -was only a compilation from 
erudite collaborators. From tliese reckless charges 
Ealeigh’s reputation as an author has been amply vindi- 
cated. It is sufficient to state that his work possesses 
the characteristic of all great histories, a unity of con- 
ception and method, V'hich informs and vivifies the 
matter and excludes all presumption of literary associa- 
tion. 

The Eistorij of the JForld contains not a few passages 
from the classics rendered with curious felicity mto 
English verse, and in the closing hours of his life 
Ealeigh’s most solemn thoughts once more sought a 
poetic form. It is rare, however, for men whose lives 
are mixed with action to ivrito much poetr}’' after forty, 
and the majority of the verses W'hicli can with any 
degree of certainty be ascribed to his pen belong no 
doubt to a much eanlier period of life. He cannot 
himself have attached great value to them, for, 
with the exception of an occasional piece inserted 
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ill some other author’s book, he did not have 
prill teci In those days every man of eiiltnre wi'otc 
verses. Since the introduetion of tlic I tali a 11 sonnet 
metre and the tcrza rhm. into England by Surrey and 
'Wyatt, the Petrarchioii mannerisiri and the cult of 
form dominated the poetic literature of the day. 
From such artificiality, from the over-elalioratioii of 
conceit, Ealeigh is no freer than his fellows, but there 
is in the small sum total of his autlieiicic work that 
indeliiiahle qualiW which distinguishes poetry from 
verse. His longest achievement was the elegiac poem 
called Cytiihuk addressed to the Queen, of which only 
the twenty-hrst and last book is extant.^ If the other 
cantos were as voluminous it mmt have rivalled 21te 
Odyssey in the iiuuiber of its lines. Probalily the work 
was incomplete, but portions of it wan*e familiar to 
Spenser, wdio admitted that he derived the name of 
Eelphoehe from Paleigli's excellent conceit of Oipdltifi. 
It is not possible here to examine his title to the poems 
■which are popularly ascribed to him. Critics 'have 
ventured to question his authorship of the famous Sllerii 
Lomi\ and even of The BviTs Errantly also known as The 
Farewell and The Llt\ which in any case ivas not, as hn.s 
been pretended, composed by him the nighr bef(,»re his 
death, as it is knoivn to have existed in manuscript 
before 1596. Contemporary references, however, seem 
to establish his claims to the latter beyond dispute. Of 
The Filgrimage and the lines written in the gate-house 
at Westminster no critic can dispossess him, and his 

^ The Contiimation to, oy twenty- first 1)ook of, Cpeihia was 
apparently written after- HOS and Ids captivity. Sue 

Archdeacon Hannah’s admirable edition of Ealcigli in the Aldine 
poets. 
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sonnet to Spenser has been registered in the roll of 
masterpieces. 

Ea.Ieigh contemplated a second and even a third part 
of his History of the JForld, and collected notes for these 
furtlier volumes. But in the concluding lines of the 
fifth and last book he makes it clear that the work 
would not be carried further, inasmuch as, ^''besides 
many discouragements persuading my silence, it hath 
pleased God to take that glorious prince out of the 
world, to whom they were directed.’^ The well-known 
story of his having burned the manusciipt of the second 
part after convincing himself of the fallibility of all 
human judgment by his own incapacity to correctly 
appreciate an incident which occurred before his own 
eyes, may therefore he dismissed as apocryphal. His 
intercourse with the chivalrous young Prince, whose 
promising life ^vas so prematurely cut short, had long 
formed the chief solace of his confinement, and had kept 
alive the spark of hope which permitted him not to 
despair. The Prince, who consulted him on many 
private afiairs, had diligent^ collected all the evidence 
which might justify a reconsideration of his sentence, 
and it is said tliat not long before he caught the fatal 
fever which carried him ofi‘ he had induced his father to 
give him a reluctant promise that Sir Waiter should be 
released the following Christmas, 

The death of Salisbury some six months earlier had 
perhaps removed one of the obstacles to this end. In 
spite of the eloquent exjmessions of gratitude whicli 
Ealeigh addressed to him on his reprieve, time had 
rather accentuated than softened their latent antagonism. 
To Ealeigh it seemed inconceivable that an old associate 
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asd apparent' irieiid should perniaiieiiily abandon him 
todiis.fatev To '.Cecil; it never oc^ciirred to nrn the risk 
of^ compro.iiiisiiig' '^ 'Own positioii v’itli tiie King by 
jiiterYeiitiQii ,o'n tlie'-.prisiPiier's ])eluilib lie was called 
iipoii, ' in ■ 1610 ■ to . Ihileigli on aeeoiiiit of 

some'- mysterioiis.' 'ehrirge brought against hhii : and the 
sentence'- of close.; arrest wliicli folio wcti, together 
■with Lady Raleigh's ''.exclusion from the Toavcf, cannot 
hare improved ■ their, 'relations... Raleigli consistently 
clung to' the hope that lie would eveiitiiaHT be released 
to lead- .o'iie iiiore- expedition to Guiana^ and altlioiigli 
■Cecil listened to. his , a.rgunie'iits with patience and 
apparent interest^ their interviews led to no result, 
'.and disappointmeiit only increased his l;)itte'.rn.ess. Wlieii 
'at , last - the. great opportiiiiist died 'siiddeiily, on his .ivay 
home 'from; Bath, the survivor exp.'ressed liis r.esentHient ; 
"more openly. He. w-as even credited witli .aiithorsliip'.' 
■of a coarse epitaph, iiiitvoithy of so refniCM! a pen, in 
'which Salisbury is satirised under the iiaiTic of Hobbinol'. 
Two,' years-, later 'his. relentless ;etiemy , NoFtha:mpto,ii died, - 
and' soon .-lifter- ' yet. anotlier of those, ■wdiose,, names, are 
, ill separably ;■■ eon nee ted wutli In's fall -“-.Lady Arabella 
Stuart — ended lier career of misforruiie in the Tower. 

So twelve full years rolled liy, transforming in tlieir 
weary .process the man of action into tlio student and 
philosopher, the hated courtier into a popuLu‘ hero, tlie 
victim of a tyrannous oppression, irhc.*, in au era of 
national misgiving, appeared to his contemporaries alone 
to represent the old ideals for which a past generation 
had striven, and, to sit in judgment on tlie degradation 
of the Court. 
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THE SECWD EXJEDITION TO ^GUIANA; 

1617-1018 

It was onlj’ a liberal use of bis own money that 
Ealeigb’s release was finally brought a])Oiit Tlie Queen 
bad never ceased to plead liis cause ; the Prince of Wales 
bad even, it is said, extracted from bis father a reluctant 
promise of pardon ; the King of Denmark had more 
than once attempted intercession. Still James remained 
obdurate, and any mention of the prisoner acted as an 
irritant to his natural good nature. But important 
changes had taken place in the influences behind the. 
throne. Sir Ealpli Win wood, the new Secretary of 
State, an avo^vetl admirer of Raleigh, approved his 
anti-Spanish ])olicy and the scheme for a new Guiana 
expedition which Cecil had tacitly discountenanced. 
..It' see.ined. .not impossible' to persiiade’/the; King,' anxious 
above all lor a peaceful reign, and hoping to secure it 
by a dynastic alliance with Spain, that the venture, might 
ratlier serve than thwa,rt his ambitions. Spain had 
hitherto received' his .advances" coldly. A'..proje'ct.:wlii€li 
offered materially to increase his revenues might at the 
same time remind her that England was no negligible 
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qiiaiitity. In reality liis anti-Spanisli advisers anticipated 
a definite rupture of relations from a revival of the 
policy of Elizabethj entrusted for execution to the 
traditional enemy of Spain; Not less important than 
the change of iixinisters had been the change of favourites. 
With the disgrace of Carr, his partisans the Howards, 
who even after Nottinghaiids deatli renuiined hostile to 
Raleigh, liecarne objects of mistrust to George Villiers, 
who had secured the reversion of the King's aifections. 
The new fayoiiTite had impecunious relations. To two 
of these Raleigh presented £750 a-piece, as the price of 
their good offices, with the result that on the SOtli of 
January, 1615, a w^arrant xvas issued for his release from 
the Tower in charge of a keeper. In March the Council 
authorised him to go abroad under supervision and 
prepare for his intended voyage, admonishing him, 
however, not to appear at Court. It -^vas ojily two 
years later, a few weeks before his fleet left the Thames 
for Plyraoutli, that lie xvas ‘‘ fully and wliolly '' enlarged 
by Royal Warrant, The interval spout in completing 
his e<,|inpmenfc was as sedulously employed, by those 
whose interest it was to tliwart him, in coixiitermining 
the enterprise of which they had ample warning. 

Sir Walter spent las first hours of liberty in studying 
the changes which twelve years had cftected in the 
streets and buildings of London. It is happily suggested 
by one of iiis biographers tliat he may well have directed 
his steps towards the great Abbey at 'Westminster. 
With xvhat eager interest must the y>i'^SBei'S-by on the 
busy thoroughfare coiinoctiiig the two cities have 
watched that long unfamiliar figure^ still erect and 
tallj With something of the old look of confidence 
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returned to tlie care-\vorn face, as he paused in front of 
CeciFs new bazaar in Durham Place. Not a few, we 
may conjecture, followed at a respectful distance, when 
he entered the Abbey doors and stood for a while, 
deep in thought, before the new grave where, under a 
massive canopy, the great Queen lay in effigy. 

liis long cramped energies found ample scope in the 
preparation for his journey, and the keel of ^ Desi/my, 
of ominous name, was laid without delay. All available 
resources were devoted to the cause. A portion of the 
capital received for Sherborne, and lent to the Duchess 
of Bedford, was called in, and Lady Ealeigh pai’ted 
with a house and lands wffiich she had inherited at 
Mitcham. In all he invested some £10,000, while 
fellow-adventurers contributed about three times that 
amount. The rumoured wealth of the Guiana mines 
had not met with universal acceptance, and the assay 
of the specimen ores brought home had not been very 
favourable i but nothing shook his damitless conlidence, 
and the fact that he invested in his preparations all 
that remained of his own and his wife’s shattered 
fortunes is testimony to the sincerity of his faith. 

The circumstances of his release could not fail 
give cause for preoccupation to the Ambassador of 
Spain, Diego Sarmiento de Acuna, 1;)etter known ]>y his 
later title as Count of Gondomar, 'svho was porliaps a 
relative of Ealeigh ’s old prisoner of 1586. The vain 
and timid James had early been ganged by this con- 
summate diplomatist, and an incident which occurred 
on his first arrival in England revealed liow the old 
order had changed. The Admiral at Plymouth had 
insisted on the courtesies to the English flag from the 
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Ambassador's sliip, wbieli John Ilawkiiis had never 
failed to exact in the de,ys of Kl]zal.)etli. Gondomar 
had only to protest to secrire. an apology and the ilis- 
avowal of the Fort ililiniral. Before many years were 
over he was able to tiuink the King for lauiiig; accorded 
him a.ccess not merely to his Privy Oonncih but even to 
his private chamber. His lirst move was to oiler 8ir 
Walter a safe-coutliict, for himself and one or two ships, 
to the mine in Criiiaiia, ■which lie wmiild ])e free to open 
for his own profit. But tlic old adventurer was too 
sagacious to place his unarmed hand in tho liou^s Jaw, 
and had no intention of acknowledging the sovereignty 
of Spain over any part of the country. The mine, lie 
eoriteiidod, was nut in »S[):uii.sh, territory. Tho Ihitisli 
claim to Guiana he. held valid, in virtue of tlie agree- 
rnontB he had conti'acted with the original inhabitants, 
and if the Spaniards bad ontered after he had taken 
possession for tiie Bi*itisii Grown, they liad no right to 
be ;1hiU'{j. Jjunes himself had m far recognised tliis 
principle that in lllOd, and again in IbOS, he hral com- 
missioned uillcoi's tt> take possession of all lands from 
the Ama/^on to tho l^esserpiobe. The iheory of efiective 
occupation as indispensable for title had not 3^et been 
developed. On tho other liajal Spanish occupation was 
an existing fact, although the area over 'which it could 
be said to extend wub uiidefiiiecl. 

It must early have become obvious to Ealeiglrs 
clear-seeing mind that between the anti-Spanish party, 
Avdxo looked to him to bring about a rupture with tho 
, Escurial, and tho King, who was ready either to use or 
,to sacrifice him as a pawn in his negotiations for a 
- dynastic marriage, hk position was untenable. It K 
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conceivable, therefore, that he was not indisposed to 
contemplate a safe lino of retreat, iii case the intrigues 
which threatened him should preclude success. Winwood 
himself presented him to the French Ainhassador, the 
Ch)iint dcs Marets, who was able to reassure Eichelieu 
that tlioir old brother-iiKirnis was not going to utilise 
his iieet to create a diversion in favo^u* of the French 
Huguenots. It wms perhaps in order to obtain this 
satisfactory declaration that the en^’'oy dilated so much 
on the personal sjunpatliics of the French Court. After 
a second interview des Marets reported that Sir Walter, 
complaining of the harsh treatment he had received, 
offered the French King the refusal of such results as 
his expedition might obtain. The conversation, how- 
ever, was only recorded, by one of the parties interested, 
some weeks after it took place. It may be inferred 
that, wFile Kaleigh perceived the contingent advantages 
of preserving the good-will of France, the Ambassador 
too readily expanded tentative inquiries and compli- 
mentary phrases into a dctiiiite and concrete offer, to 
■which ho does not seem himself to lia^^e attached much 
importance. The researches of . Mr. Gardiner in the 
archives at Simancas have revealed evidence of other 
negotiations witli France, in which des Marets did not 
act as intermediary. A French captain of the name of 
Faige was employed by Faleigh to take a message to 
Montmorency, the Admiral of France, from whom ho 
sought authorisation to bring all captured ships and 
goods into a French port. It is not clear at what period 
these negotiations began, but it appears that Faigo went 
to France on his behalf wdiile lie w^as conveying his 
fleet from the Thames to Plymouth, and rejoined him 
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at the latter port. He was again despatched with a 
compatriot of the name of Belle wdth fresh letters, 
among which was one to a ]\I. cle Brisseaux, a ineiiiber 
of the Council of State, in which Sir Walter expressed 
satisfaction at the blow given to tlie >Spanish party by 
the Birirder of Conciiii, refei'red to the warrant wvhich 
he hoped to oltain, and iiieutioned that Faige was to 
load (pertain French vessels to join him in Cniana. There 
is also a mysterious reference to a resolution lie hail 
long taken if his search for the mino proved successful 
Paige and Belle, however, did not carry out this mission, 
and while trading in tlio Mediterranean their vessel was 
taken by pirates. Faige disappears from the scene; 
Belle, who made his way eventually to Kome, was sent 
by a Jesuit coiifeBsor to Spain with his evidence. In the 
records of his examination he is made to say tliat 
Raleigh intended to in vestigia to tlic mino, and if he 
found it to 1)6 really valuable, he would them attack 
Triuiflad or Margarita. Such a project ^voull account 
for his anxiety to reinforce his sipuidrou with French 
volunteers. The deposition biken in 1018 was no doubt 
forwarded to England, and suggesi.ed the interi’ogations 
put to Raleigh bn his return witli regard to his French 
commission. He re])lied that he had novel* sought for a 
commission from the King, of France, adding pertinently 
that ‘Hhe French King^s commissions arc of (on) record.'^ 
He did, however, announce to his erew's, after the disaster 
in Guiana, that he held a French commission, and he 
admitted in a letter to the King having a commission 
from the Admiral of France. That lie ever received a com- 
mission from the French King he again strenuously denied 
on the scaffold. The two declarations arc not necessarily 
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[ inconsistent, if the manner in which they wore made 

must be condemned as disingenuous. It must further 
: be conceded tliat if no French ships joined him in 

j Guiana, this is possibly due to the failure of Faige and 

I Belle to execute their commission. On the other hand, 

1 there is no evidence that the Fi'onch commission contained 

[ anything more than an authorisation to enter a French 

, port under certain specified conditions, and in any case 

Ealeigids intercourse with the French Ambassador ^vas 
1 carried on with the full knowledge of James. Sir 

! Thomas Wilson reported that he asserted as much of 

his dealings with Faige. 

An earlier negotiation, which may account for the 
inception of negotiations with France, was equally well 
known to the King. Our information on this obscure 
subject is derived from the despatches of the Venetian 
Envoy, who received the details, under promise of 
1 secrecy, from Count Scarnafissi, the Ambassador in 

London of Victor Amadeus of Savoy, The latter Duchy 
had been long perforce the faithful satellite of Spain, 
but circumstances had modified her political gravitation, 
and in 1614 a definite rupture took place. Philip then 
attacked the Duke’s port of Oneglia, and Genoa, now 
wholly under Spanish infiuence, barred the passage of 
reinforcements from Savoy, and thus made its capitula- 
tion inevitable. Scarnafissi, with the full knowledge of 
Winwood and the Kiiig, had, through a French agent, 
proposed to ‘^Sir Wit Ealle” that the squadron he w^as 
equipping, reinforced by four of the King’s ships and 
other English and Dutch vessels, should embark French 
troops under the command of the Duke of Montpensier, 
and, effecting a junction with the Savoy squadron inside 


tli6 straits, strike a blow iil (umoa. The 

Spanianls; unable to divert their luiny from l\!iian, 
would be unabl<‘. to render ijssistaiiee, and a surprise 
could scarcely bid to bo siKuarsstul. Here woulil be a 
valid reason for Ib-deigh s n.iixiety to enter a Froucli 
port with his sqiuidrun, ;uid tlio aut]it)risation once 
received might be utilised nndei' other cireumstances. 
It was Will wood who had bi'ought him into relations 
with Scariiafissi, and the Secretary had informeil him 
that the King, who Irad already assisted >Savoy with 
subsidies, liked the business well From a later despatch 
of the Yenetian Envoy we learn that the Iving refused 
to entrust the execution of the project to Kaleigb, whose 
services were dispensed with, partly because JamCvS did 
not wish to oHeiid Spain too deeply, and partly because 
he had little contidence that such an agent would make 
an equitable division of the spoils. The general deduc- 
tion which may be drawn from this ohsciu’e negotiation 
is that Ealeigh, perceiving that Searnafissi, des Marets, 
ami ’Win wood were all urging James to break the peace, 
and believing that AWnwood’s councils wouhl prevail, 
wa:s the more readily encoaragiul to untlertako an 
enterprise wiiich could hardly lead to any other result. 

It was the business of (TOTulomar, who realised that 
the pretensions of Ealeigh were irreconcilable with the 
claims of the Spanish Crown, to prove to James that 
the theory of no peace beyond the iine,'^ dear to the 
Paladins of Elixaboth, was an obsolete and di>scredited 
doctrine, and that if the inevitable collision occurred 
in Guiana, the newcomers would be looked upon as 
, aggressors by Spain. , Ho theT‘efor6 did not cease to 
protest against the issue of a commission, James, 
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halting between two opinions, determined to throw the 
whole responsibility upon Kaleigh, -who had maintained 
that his mine was not in Spanish territory. If he had 
not told the truth, and a conflict arose on the spot, his 
head v/ould pay the penalty. No sooner was his scheme 
submitted to the King, than fall particulars, accompanied 
by a chart, were forwarded to Madrid, In 1617, when 
the ships were lying ready in the Thames, an Admiralty 
survey w^as made of them, and a copy given to Gondomar, 
who had renewed his protestations. He could have 
obtained the information elsewhere, but it was the 
King’s policy to meet his objections with a deprecatory 
attitude of perfect fraiihness. In reply to his protest, 
Winwood was instructed to baud him a letter written 
hy Raleigh, declaring Guiana to bo the object of his 
journey, , and undertaking to commit no outrages on 
subjects of Spain. Gondomar is further credited with 
having procured the erasure of the w'ords trusty and 
, well-beloved ” in the commission granted to Sir Walter. 
There was precedent in the Queen’s commission of 1595 
for the omission of the formal phrase, but none for the 
erasure. In the present instance the erasure involved 
more than a question of form. Ilaleigli is reported to 
have consulted Bacon as to the advisability of procuring 
an express pardon before he started, and to have received 
from the Lord Keeper a reply to the effect that he 
would do 'well to spare his purse, for his commission was 
as good a pardon from all former offences as the law 
could afford him. The contention that the authority 
delegated to him w^as inconsistent with the disabilities 
of attainder would not have escaped Gondomar, and 
the maintenance of the formal phrase erased would 
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have been hardly compatible with the King’s promise 
to the Ambassador thatj if Kaleigh returned hiflen with 
gold acquired l>y an attack un Hpanish sulqects, the loot 
should be Burrendered, together with the authors of the 
crime to be hangtKl puldicly at ]\Iadrid, After such an 
assunuico any further opposition on Gondomar’s part 
could 4.)uly be matter of form, ami it is not necessary to 
believe that Arunde-b one of the iwomoters, was forced 
to become a surety for Ealeigh’s return before he was 
allowed to vsail 

Many of his friends now tried to dissuade him from 
an undertaking wliich seemed foredoomed to failure. 
An impression gained groiindj and W'as shared by the 
Venetian Eesideut, that he would make use of his fleet 
for any enterprise which oOered fair prospect of success. 
Sir Thomas Wilson, his jailor impiisitor, records an 
admission made by Kaleigh himself, when questioned 
by Bacon as to wlnit lie would do if ho failed to find 
the mine, to the eilect that he woubi look out for the 
Plate- Hoot, llis jxqoinder to the o]jscrvu.tioii that he 

would then bo a pirate, was, Vdio over heard of men 
being pirates for millions’?” It seems questionable 
whether ho -would, otherwise than in jest, have made 
such an admission to one who would not fail to turn it 
to account. The authority in any case is not Bacon 
himself, but Wilson, who knew that some such proposal 
’ -^vas put forward by Kaleigh as a pretext to keep his 
mutinous captains together after the failure in Guiana, 
A careful comparison of the evidence with regard to his 
second voyage, for wliich the principal pieces are the 
Apolofjj; and the King’s Ikdamtkm^ drawn up by Bacon, 
compels the conclusion that lialoigh was not single- 
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hearted. In the seventeenth and the sixteenth century, 
to which he l3elonged, the standard of truth was no very 
exalted one, and the temptation to which he was exposed 
was overwhelming. Behind him were twelve years of 
prison ; and in success, however achieved, lay his last 
hope of fiilhlling a lifelong dream. In spite of all his 
assurances he was prepared to risk a conflict with 
Spain, believing that the anti '•Spanish faction would 
prevail. He conceived this to he patriot’s work, and 
while he was ready to force the King’s hand, he was 
equally ready to promise anything to obtain the King’s 
commission. He sailed in the pious hope, to ■which after 
his -disaster he gave expression in a letter to his wife : 

I hope God will send us somewhat ere we return.’’ 

But if Baleigh under temptation was not altogether 
truthful or straightforward, wliat can he urged in de- 
fence of James, who, sceptical as to the, mine and pro- 
foundly mistrusting the discoverer, perGeived a political 
advantage in not resisting the pressure of his partisans, 
and despatched him with a halter round his neck on an 
enterprise foredoomed to failure? That, knowing all 
lie knew, and having entered into the engagements he 
had contracted with Gondomar, he still let Ealeigh go, 
was tlie King’s unpardonable crime. 

By the spring of 1617 the equipment of his vessels 
w\as approaching completion. Young Walter liad returned 
from abroad, and was to command the Destiny^ the flag- 
ship. To this period, wlien Ealeigh was at liberty and 
his son with him in London, must be assigned a story 
told by Aubrey on the authority of James Harrington. 
Father and son had been invited together to dine at 
some great house, and Sir Walter warneil the youth to 
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keep: liis quarrelsome temper iiRiler coutrol, and deineaii 
himself with, due respect to Ills host. Young .Walter 
promised not 'to forget his maniiers/and,: slttin next 
IiivS fathei’, was very demure o,iM:l;:sid}dued 5 until Ksuddenlyj,, ' 
perhaps as the. wine Trent to .his- : head, lie .regaled tlie- 
eoiiipaiij with a scaiichikms adventure which had befallen 
him that ■morniiig. ^ ^ Sir Yf a1 teiv beiiig st ranged y surprised 
and put out of countenance at so great a table, gives his 
son a damned blow over the face. . His, son, as rude as' 
lie was, would not strike his father, but strikes over the 
face the gentleman that sate next to him and said, ^ Box 
about, ’twill come to my father anon ! ’ ” TYliencc it 
w'ould appear that the euphemistic Jacobite toast of 
later years to .the King over the Ymter, may be .traced, ; 
b^va ciudous irany of history, to one of the first victims 
of Stuart duplicity. 

Sir Walter’s little fleet of seven vesselB sailed from 
the Thames in April Among the ninety gouiiemen 
voluntoers Tvero — Sir Waikam St. Lcgcr, son of his old 
comrade in Irelitml ; his nepliew George Bahrigh ; his 
cousin William Herhcrt ; Captain Korih, lirotlier of Lord 
Korth; and Edward Hustings, lirotlier of the Earl of 
Arundel At Plymouth four more vessels uTvaited him 
with Keymis, his old retainer, who hud located the 
mine. Here ho Tvas joined by a iiy*boat commanded by 
a certain Captain Bailey, who, there is good reason to 
believe, was employed to play a similar part to that 
which Drake attributed to John Doughty in 1577. 
Money was still wanting to complete the provisioning 
of some of the slrips, and Ealeigli was obliged to sell his 
plate to make up the deficiency. On the 3rd of June 
he issued his orders to the fleet in a document Tvldcli 
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stands for a model of “godly^ severe and martial 
government/^ and on the 12thj after being entertained 
by his loyal friends in the West, he put to sea. Stormy 
weather entailed a fresh start from Falmouth, and again 
they were dii^xn to take refuge in Cork, where they 
lay wind-bound till the middle of August. Lord Boyle, 
the prosperous purchaser of liis Munster estates, made 
good the precious stores consumed during this un- 
expected delay. He also consulted Ealeigli on the 
validity of certain cLiinis put forward liy his old partner 
Pine, to which his opinion was at the time adverse. 
One of the last acts of his life was to request Lord 
Boyle to re-open this question, and not to consider it as 
finally decided by his evidence. 

They sailed on the 19th of August. OIF Cape St. 
Yiiiccnt they overhauled four French ships laden with 
suspicious Spanish merchandise. Ealeigh rejected the 
advice of some of his captains to treat them as pirates, 
and dismissed them, after purchasing a pinnace and 
some nets at a fair price. On the 6th of September 
they made Lancerota in the Canaries, Here their fleet 
was mistaken for one of the Barbary squadrons from 
whose raids these islands had suffered severely, and some 
seamen who had landed were murdered. The Admiral, 
however, would sanction no reprisals. Eevenge, he said, 
would not only offend the King, but would provoke 
retaliation on a defenceless English merchantman riding 
in the harbour. Bailey took advantage of this episode 
to desert, and gave out that he had abandoned Ealeigh, 
who meant to turn pirate and had landed in a hostile 
manner at Lancerota, The Spanish version of the 
incident, however, afforded no support to this premature 
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announeament, and fi’oin (jonieraj wiiere tlie fleet 
reoeired iDiicli kiiKlness from the gtrvernor^? Avife, the 
cl aught er of an English mother^ despatches Avent to 
Madrid testifying officially to the exem|)]ary' eoiidiiet of 
the crews. An cpidcanic in tlie shi[)Sj had some/- 

what abated at Goineraj broke out W'ith renewed 
virulence on their departures and death struck down his 
victims with disheartening impartiality. They buried 
at sea John Pigott, the seigeant-major* and Ealeiglik old 
servant and true friends John Talbotj who liad remained 
eleven years with him in the Towen He had a singular 
power of holding the affections of his dependants, who 
ever willingly laid down their lives in his service. 
Whiddoii already lay buried in Trinidad, and Keymis 
was also destined to fall a victiim to the phantom gold of 
Guiana. King, the last of this little group, was alone 
to he with him till the end, and make the vain attempt 
to save his master's life. On the llfch of November 
they made Gape Orange, ami anchored in the Caliaiui 
mouth of the river Cayenne. Hemte lie sent homo 
Captain Peter Alhiy, incapacitated for further soi'vice 
by sickness, with letters. He had little but miseries to 
communicate. In his own ship forty- t\vo were dead, 
and for himself he had barely got over the most violent 
calenture that ever man lived tlu'ough. But there 
•were some bright spots. The indomitable spiiit was 
not quenched by the disastrous voyage. Young ACaltcr 
never had so good health, and to his joy he. found that 
his name still lived among the India, ns, who had all 
proffered service. Meanwhile, at home a greater mis- 
fortune had befallen him than he wais awmre of, in 
the death of his 'constant advocate and friend, Sir 
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Ralph Winwood, oa ^vliose life and policy so much 
depended. 

Leaving such ships as had not made good their 
repairs to follow, he sailed for the Triangle islands 
and organised his flotilla. Here he suffered from a 
severe relapse ; but even if his health had not broken 
down, he would have been unable to take personal 
connnand of the expedition, as the companies, mistrust- 
ing the other captains, were unwilling to proceed unless 
he himself remained with the ships to guard the river 
mouths. In the absence of St. Leger, who lay sick at 
Oaliana, the military direction was given to Geox’ge 
Raleigh, and Keymis, as older and more experienced, 
was entrusted with a general supervision. Young, 
Walter Raleigh accompanied his cousin. Precise orders 
•were given to both leaders to do all in their power to 
avoid a conflict with the Spaniards, whom they believed, 
from the report brought back by Keymis in 1596, to 
be, established at the junction of the Caroni and the 
(drinoco. Since then their settlement of San Thome 
had been transferred to a site twenty miles or more 
down the main stream, in the immediate neighbourhood 
of Mount xiio and the mine. Raleigh, however, clearly 
believed that the town was still at the junction of the 
two rivers, and his orders to Keymis show that he 
meant the flotilla to stop short of the settlement, and 
place a covering party between it and the mine. They 
were to resort to force only if attacked. Should the 
mine prove disappointing in quality, Keymis was 
nevertheless to bring back samples, to prove that the 
design was not wholly illusory. If they found that 
troops in any considerable number had recently been 
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<Ies})atc.hed tip the Orinoco, and that tlie passage to the 
mine could not be attempted witliout manifest danger, 
they were to be cautious about landing at all. Ealeigli 
was aware that 'his nien were ■ of, poor ' quality, and' 
desired all the world not to receive a blow from 
the Spaniards to the clislionoiir 'of' our .nation.’’' ' He 
himself would be found dead or alive at Pun to Gallo on 
their return. On the 10th of December the flotilk 
started. 

Diego Palomccpxe de Acufia, Governor of Trinidad, 
a relative of Gondomaivduly mstnicted from Madrid, 
was already at San ThomCj and preparing to defend 
the position with his small available force, when a 
fislierman informed him of the approach of the iiotilla, 
which had been three weeks ascending the river to this 
point. Two of the slower vessels were, however, still 
some days’ journey behind, llideigh’s account of the 
action which ensued is to the eileet that his men, when 
they became aware of the unexpected proximity of the 
town, landed between it aiul the mine, intending to 
encamp for the night and rest till the following 
morning. The Spaniards had placed a portion of 
their force in ambush, and attacking them suddenly 
at nightfall, drtnv them on in a series of skirmishes to 
the town itself, which they were tims forced to take. 
He consistently asserted in the as in his un- 

delivered letter to Winwood, and in a later letter to 
Carew, that the Spaniards were tlie first to attack 
without any manner of parley. According to the 
Spanisli version of Fray Simon, when towards noon 
Keymis and George Ealcigh reached the spot whence 
the mine could bo approached, the huts , of San 
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Thome were plainly visible on the river bank in front 
of them. They therefore anchored below the town, 
ami at niglitfall marched to attack it, with the co-opera- 
tion of the boats. This accoant receives some con firina- 
tioii from an eye-witness; who was with the English, 
Chrptain Ihirkeiywho says, At last we landed wM^^ a 
league of San Thome, and about one of the clock at 
night we made the assault.^^ He gives in detail the 
disposition of the Engiisli force after landing, which, 
though it may have been made for defensive purposes, 
lends colour to the assumption that they were pre- 
paring for the assault when the Spaniaids suddenly 
charged. The Spaniards certainly struck the first blow, 
but they miglit plead that they only anticipated the 
attack which the English wore organising. 

The latter, an untrustworthy I’abble, were thrown 
into confusion by the sudden rush of a mere handful of 
men, but their officers rallied them, and the Spaniards 
were driven back on the town, whence the Governor 
came to their support with reinforcoments. Once more 
the English advance was checked, till, gallantly led by 
young Raleigh, the pikemen charged. The Governor 
and tw'O other officers were killed ; but Walter Ealeigh 
was wounded by a bullet, and still pressing forward, fell, 
clubbed by the butt of a Spanish musket. “Go on,” he 
cried with his last breath ; “ may the Lord have mercy 
on me and prosper your enterprise ! ” The death of 
their admirars high-spirited son infuriated the English. 
Led by George Raleigh and Keymis, they drove the 
defenders back through the town, and carried by storm 
the monastery in which they had taken shelter. The 
survivors lied to the woods, and made their way to a 
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place of refuge to wliieli tlieir Avuinen arid cliildren had 
been previously removed. Tlie English establislied 
themselves iu San Tliome, and in its clnirch they buried 
■the youth of ' so many hopes by the ■ side ■'.of .Captain 
Cosmer, who had also fallen in the action. Precious 
time was lost in waiting for the two boats commanded 
by Captains Whitney and Wollastoip who did not 
arrive Tintil a week later. This delay enabled the 
Spaniards to reorganise their forces. Garcia do Aguilar, 
who succeeded to the coinniand, haunted the. neighbour- 
hood of San Thorne, and in the meantime the women 
and children were transferred to an island in the 
Orinoco. At length Koymis set out in two launches 
for the mine. The island which the S})aniai’ds had 
occupied, or a crock of the .'^aiiic name, lay in the 
passage, and they were met with a hail of arrows ami 
Imllets, which killed or clisalded the whole crew oi the 
first hoat. In the face of this disaster Key mis at' onee 
decided to go back, though ho was within ea.sy reach of 
his destination. On hivS return to San lljonui he found 
the comptinies in no great heart. They were ceaselessly 
liarassed l\y attacks from both Spaniards and Indiims, 
and sickness was fast reducing the scanty numbers. 
No further effort was made to ex:amirie the mine. 
Perhaps only now, when called upon to make good his 
assertions, Keymis realised how slight was the evidence 
upon which he had guaranteed its inexhaustible wealth. 
George Ealeigh led an exploring party a hundred miles up 
the Orinoco, and returned to find the garrison wcli-nigh 
out of hand. The town had been fired iu several 
places, and stragglers cut off’ and tortured. It had also 
no doubt leaked out that among the papers found in 
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the C4overnor's house were full instructions from Madrid 
with regard to Ealeiglds expedition, and notification of 
reinforcements already on their way. It seemed clear 
that success had been compromised before they sailed, 
and they decided to embark such little spoil as San 
Thome had afforded, to burn down the settlement, and 
to return to the admiral with a confession of failure. 

The survivors rejoined the fleet on the 2nd of March, 
1618. To Keymis, in whom Ealeigh had rested all his 
confidence, the meeting must have been well-nigh un- 
endurable. But he faced it resolutely, and . told his 
pitiful tale. For once, and the only time in his life, 
Ealeigh, contemplating the irretrievable ruin of his last 
hopes, was ungenerous to a dependant. He could not 
forgive liis having made no effort to find the mine, which 
was the occasion and the justification of the enterprise. 
He told him that since his spn had been killed he might 
well have risked a hundred other lives to save his master’s 
credit. Ealeigh had trusted in Keymis to his own un- 
doing, and now that his faith was shattered he became 
hard and stern ; Keymis would have to answer for his 
conduct to the King and the ^State. No excuses could 
move him, and he refused to endorse a letter of justifica- 
tion ■which Keymis addz^essed to the Eazd of Arundel, the 
chief contributor to the expedition. On learning his 
decision Keymis went to his cabin and shot himself. 
The ■wound was not mortal, and he -was able to reply to 
the page sent to inquire what the report signified, that 
he was only dischai'ging a loaded weapon. He then 
stabbed himself to the heart. The reproach of the man 
he loved had struck home, and the secret of the mine, upon 
wdiicli so much had been hazarded, perished with him. 


The fliscontont whieli luitl long heeu uii^Iermining 
the diBihpliiie oi the ilcei now- fouinl open expression. 
Captains and crews Irul lost faJtli in their unfortunate 
admiral There ‘were not a few among them who had 
little credit to lose, amtl who saw in some act of reprisal 
or sjijoliation on Hpanish ports and shipping the only 
liope of inaidng good the disaster. The ringleader was 
Captain Whitney, for ^^‘•hoso c*<|iiipinont Raleigh had sold 
his plate. The admiral^ ilicy argiual, was a ruined man 
if he returned. If they could not secure his co-operation 
in some piratical enterprisej tlicy were disposed to leave 
him and break up the licet. Ihdeiglg in desperation, 
now held out lioj^es of a raid on the .I\rexican Plaiedleot, 
which could only be contemplated if they held together, 
meeting questions and ohjeclions by the ajuioiincement 
that lie had a French coimnission, and that it was 
lawful to take prizes beyond the Canaries. He after- 
wards contended that this |>i'oposal was a mere pretext, 
put forwax’d to keep the fleet in hand ; and it seems that 
it was so understood, for Whitney and Wollaston deserted 
soon aftex" ho had sailed, ostensibly for Xcw’ found laud. 
(Tu-ew Baleigh has stated that his father s ixitontioii had 
bcexi to reorganise his expedition in Virginia., and make a 
second attempt to reach the mine in the following spring. 
The statement receives corroboration in the letter which 
Sir Walter addi'essed from St. Cliristoplier to Winwood, 
of wdiose death he was ignorant, protcfiting that but 
for Whitney s desertion he •would have returned to leave 
his bones in Guiana, or bring back evidence which would 
have convinced the King of his sincerity. Witli this 
letter ho enclosed one of the compromising documents 
foumi ixi Sau Thorne. Ills cousin, William Herbert, 
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carried this letter, •with another to Lady Ealeigh, t(3llirig 
the same tragic story, and alluding more than once to 
his approaching return. Comfort your heart, dearest 
Bess,” he wrote ; I shall sorrow for us both. I shall 
sorrow the less, because I have not long to sorrow, 
because not long to live.” 

Whatever may be inferred from probabilities, or dis- 
entangled from the confused echoes of gossip, in order 
to damn an iinsuccossfui leader as an intended pirate, no 
overt act against Spain could be laid to his charge after 
the return of the river force to Trinidad ; and in spite of 
a mutiny in ISTewfoundland, having for its object to 
prevent the return of the fleet, he brought the Destiny 
back to Plymouth, as he had pledged his word to do, on 
the 21st of June, 1618, after a stormy voyage had set the 
crown of misery on a disastrous undertaking. 


■CHAPTER- XVI - '■ ■ .- 

. ■ IN .PALAGK YARD ' 

The news of disaster bad preceded him. The letters from 
SL Christopher had been received earl}- in May, and 
Gondoinar iio\v claimed his pound of flesh. The King 
confirmed his pledge^ and on the day on which Raleigh, 
broken in spirit and body, landed at Idyrnoiith, he 
attended the Council in person, and listened with satis- 
faction to Iluekingham^s uncorapromising attack on the 
traitors wdio, by false representations, luid iiulnced their 
sovereign to give his consent to the Cuiatia enterpiiso. 
A general approval of pnnishinont was nrjt enough for the 
Spanish Eiivoy, wdio requii'cd tluih Sir Whilier and a 
dozen of his followers should l>e ti*ansported to .Madrid 
for jiidgnicnt. Tiiis impudent demand was strongly 
opposed by the Council, but James promised to surrender 
the prisoner, who hatl now been arrested, unless Philip 
should expressly prefer his execution in London. Satisfied 
with this eiigagement, Gondoinar prepared to depart. On 
the eve of his journey an episode provoked by one of his 
servants led to a riotous demonstration in front of the 
omliassy by the Londoners, wflio sustained their reputa- 
tion as hos^iUibus feri The haughty demeanour of his 
predecessor in her relations with foreign envoys was 
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little to tlie taste of the King, who sent Buckingham 
to express his regi'et, and oj‘dered the Lord Mayor to 
apologise, Crorulomar was appeased, aiid set out in 
triumph, v/ith a lai'ge train of priests released from 
durance at his re(piest. The King’s engagements were 
confirmed in a letter which Buckingham addressed to 
him on tlm 20th of July. If there was now little hope 
that Ihileigii -would escape -with his life, there wans no 
honourable issue for James from the impossiWe situa- 
tion in wdiich he had placed himself. He realised, how- 
ever, the necessity of gi^dng the prisoner a hearing, and 
of establishing some definite charge against him. 

Lady llaleigli had joined her husband at Plymouth 
and heard from his lips the 'whole miserable story. His 
first instinct had l>eeii to come up to London and lay 
his case before the King, but he had scarcely set out 
wdicn he 'was met bj?’ his kinsman, the Vice-Admiral of 
"Devon, Sir Lewis Stukely, wiio had verbal orders to 
arrest him and to seize the ships. Pending their con- 
firmation he took his prisoner back to Plymouth, wdiere 
an examination of the contents of the Desim/ provided 
liim with an excuse for not returning to 1 jondoii. Ealeigh 
now realised wliat had taken place at the Council, and 
perceived that any appeal to the King’s sense of justice 
would be vain. A Prench vessel was lying in the 
harbour. Tiic conditions of arrest were not stringently 
enforced, and after nightfall ho wms able to leave the 
liouse of Sir Cliristoplier Harris, wiiere he w^as lodged, 
and in company witli his faithful retainer, Captain King, 
who had made arrangements with the French skipper, to 
get into a boat unpercoived. But at the last his resolu- 
tion changed ; to fly w^as to acknowdedge himself in the 


J74 


6Y/e jrjlTEJi A LEIGH 


CUAP. 


wrong, and lie rcliinicd to his lodgingsd Rtukcly now 
received written orilers to liring his prisoner to London, 
and after iiastily selling the eai’go of .the iJeAkry .he set 
out. on the 25th 'of July. ;The^ company included a 
French physician, named Manourie, Avho was something 
of a chemist and still iiiore of a charlatan. Ealeigh 
welcomed him as a feliow-stiKient, not realising that, he 
had been engaged as a spy. 

Their road hiy past Sherborne, and Sir Walter now 
looked for the last time on the home of his happiest 
days, bowerecl in the groves his own hand had planted 
nearly five -and -twenty y tsars ago, If there was some 
bitterness in his soul, and if it found vent in the words 
which the Frenchman' reported as disloyal, All this was 
mine, and it was taken from me unjustly,'' at least the 
charge was true. As tbej^ approached London las worst 
anticipations were coiifii'ined, and it appeared very 
doubtful whether he would bo atrordt^d an o])portunity 
of defending his reputation. His lirsi preoccupation 
was therefore to put iiiraself right with i.hc world, and 
in order to gain time he appealed t<.> jMfmourie, who had 
won his confidence, for aBsistance in an artifi.ee rvhich in 
his extremity he did not consider unworthy. He ardeed 
him for a drug which would render him so sielc as to 
prevent his continuing the journey until he had had time 
to order Ms ailairs, “ For as soon as ever I come to 
London they will ha\e mo to the Tower and cut otF my 
head.” This took place the day before Salisbury was 
reached. He was not without hope that he might 

^ In tlie DedaraUo'ii drawn np by Bacon it is erroneously 
asserted that this attempted escape was imifh ^.iiorore lie was under 
guard, whence it is argued that his ^nirposu io ily to France was 
■formed immediately on his arrival hi EnghiiuL 


275 


XVI HOW HE WEOTM THE 'APOLOGY^ 


obtain an ‘interview with the King, who was expected 
there, but the preparation of his defence was his first 
object Lady Ealeigh went on to London, and with her 
Captain King, who was to look out for a vessel ljung 
in imdinoss in the Thames, with a view to escape 
if opportunity occurred. Sir Walter then affected a 
temporary deraiigenient of mind, and Manourie, not 
unwilling to huinour him in any matter which could 
afterwards be used as evidence against him, administered 
a drug which brought on violent sickness and an erup- 
tion of the skin. The local physicians \vere puzzled, 
and advised that it would be dangerous to move him 
for some days. Had he not descended to an artifice, 
w’hich he justified by citing the example of David when 
in danger from his enemies, the world would have been 
the poorer, for during this interval he wrote his Apology 
for the Voyage to Guiana, Like Africanus at bay before 
his enemies, he appealed to his life’s record, and in this 
masterly indictment of Spanish practices the old fighter 
knew that ho would not speak to posterity in vain. Mr. 
(Tardiner, than whom no authority is more entitled to 
respect, has written : “ To all who knew what the facts 
w'ere, he stamped himself by his Apology as a liar con- 
victed on his own confession.” These are hard words, 
In judging its contents we have to consider not only how 
far he had pledged himself not to foi’ce his Avay into 
Guiana, whatever might be the conditions he found 
there on arrival, but how’ far also James had wrung 
from him a promise which it was manifestly impossible 
to keep. He had undertaken to commit no outrages on 
subjects of Spain : he was not to raid or harass peaceful 
settlers, as in tlie old buccaneering <lays ; but unless this 
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undertaking bound him to retire before. a Spanish garrison 
wliielx he foinid in, occupation, of territory claimed by the 
'Crown of Eogiandj iinless even in ;Belf-defeiiee; it bound 
■lujirto ofler no resistance, themi-gunients of the 
have Biore Tceigiitt1:iiaii;Mi\ Garxlioer is di.s|')osed to accord 
them. ■■ That there was a settlement' at San 'ITionie . he 
Icne^v’'; tiiat it had beeii moved fnrthe:f down stream Tie 
did not knoxn It may be argued that a few miles east 
or west is of little moment in. the vast area of Cuiaria, 
and that he had by his silence on this point concealed 
an important fact .from the King, who, hmv eveiy 'Iviiexv 
it well enough from Gondomar, But if he was forbidden 
to resist or maintain his ground by the display of force, 
why was lie snifrred to collect a large expedition fully 
equipped for war'- If the Spanianls u'ere, as he 
maiixtMined, the aggi'cssors, he could not well be called 
in t]iicstion. If, again, his suhordinates jirovoketl the 
attack, it was necessary iHifuro condemning him to jirovo 
lie had so instructed them, lie was, indeed, us has 
been said, not single-hearted, not more si.raightforwurd 
than the nnijoriiy of liis generation. Kor was lux 
ignorant of the risk he ran. 80 line an obsiirver could 
not have failed to read the shifty mind of James. He 
had sailed in the eonii<lent hope that the imlicy of 
Winwood, Anmdel, Pembroke, and the aixti-Spaniali 
faction was in the ascendant. Kow Winwood was dead, 
and the iui'lueiix^e of Gondomxir supreme. The 
was a last appeal to the self-respect ot Jimies, ami as ho 
penned the passages in which lie dctianlly mtxintained 
the theory that there was no peace hcyoiid the line, it 
iimst have seemed to him still <|uestionable whether the 
King would dare to hand over the last of tlie Paiadins 
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of Elkabeth to the enemy ha had spent Jus life in 
fighting. 

Oil the 1st of Aiigiist James am ved at Salisbury, and 
the prisoner was humed on to Ijondon. It was during 
this last stage of the journey, according to Manourie’s 
evidence, that he attempted to bribe Stukely into con- 
nivance with his escape, and denounced the King in un- 
seemly language. Against the questionable testimony 
of Manourio and Stukely must be set the protest recorded 
by King in his narrative, wdio says of his master, “In 
all the years I followed him I never heard him name his 
Majesty but with reverence.” King had meanwhile, 
through the assistance of an old .servant, found out a 
former boatswain of Sir Walteris, Hart ])y name, who 
had a ketch lying in the river, which he agreed to keep 
in readiness at Tilbury. Hart, how^ever, at once gave 
information to a certain Mr. Herbert, who communicated 
wdth Sir William St. John, one of the kinsmen of Buck- 
ingham who had accepted Kaleiglds nioiiej^ St. John 
posted off to Salisbury with his news, and on the road 
met the prisoner “with Stukely, ivho was thus warned 
betimes. A farther i^eport wmnt to Salisbury from 
Brentford, ivhere a member of the French Embassy, Be 
Novion, Sieur de la Ohesnde, found means of conveying 
to Sir Walter a message to the ellect that the Ambassador 
desired to communicate with him. This visit was a 
surprise to Ealeigh himself, and it revealed the suspi- 
cions interest taken in his fate by France. Stukely 
was now directly authorised to counterfeit sympathy, 
and pretend to connive at his escape in order to discover 
what secret intrigue was on foot. On the 9th of August, 
tivo days after their arrival in Londoii, where Ealeigh was 


27S ,5/A’ miLTER 'MA-LEFGff ; '.CHAP, 


purposely not kept in close confinenieritj tlie Envoy Le 
Clerc came in person and offered to lielp Mm to escape. 
Although lie elec;ted rather to trust in the aiTangemerits 
whicii King had ' iiiaile for hiro, It .is ]>robable that the 
interview with Le Ciere confirmed, liirri in 'Ms intention 
to seek a refuge in France. There is , soiiie reason for 
believing that the Queens faction, who opposed the 
Spanish alliance, may have been privj' to this interview, 
and that Raleigh was encouraged to believe that, once 
safe from the miinediate danger of Spanish vengeance, 
the Queen, who had ahvays maiiifestecl her sympathies 
for him, would find means to procure a pardon. Some 
such explanation he afterwards gave to Wilson as having 
inclined him to the iiiiworthier course of flight. Stukely, 
who had gained his unreserved confidence, found con- 
vincing reasons for desiring to accompany him to France, 
and borrowed £10 from him witli wliich to send his 
servants to the country. It was decided that the attempt 
should be made at once. lialeigh, Stukely, and King 
left his house in Br<iad Street at various hours in the 
evening, and meeting Hart at the Hvcr-sicle, embarked 
to row to Tilbiny. At tlie same time anotlier boat was 
seen to put oil' with a nurnerijus eom|.>any, and make as 
though it were proceeding up stream. To Raleigh, as 
the wherry passed under the shadow of the Tower, tlie 
moment was fraught with great emotions, Ho^v often 
in the. old days had he dropped down the historic river 
with the ebbing tide to the ships whicli were waiting to 
bear him seaward on the <niest of lioiiour or adventure 1 
Now, broken by misfortune and disappointment, he "was 
setting out, a fugitive from his country, upon a course 
which he could only justify to himself by the thought 
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that his self-appointed task was not yet done, and that 
he still might fight one more battle in the cause to which 
he had sacrificed liis resources, his energies, and his 
afrections. History has few more pathetic figures than 
that of the old knight-errant of the sea setting forth on 
this last journey. It was not long before ho perceived 
that the second boat was following them. Then he 
realised that the tide would not serve beyond Gravesend. 
The tvatermen began to kg, and the miserable Stukely 
affected to threaten them for not rowing faster. A little 
beyond Woolwich the second boat drew up. In it was 
Herbeii "with a crew of St. John^s men. It was now 
clear to Ealeigh that some one had betrayed him, and he 
ordered the boatmen to turn back. To the last he did 
not suspect Stukely, and as he once more constituted 
himself his prisoner, lie bestowed on him, as a mark of 
gratitude, the few objects of value he had on liis person. 

At Greenwich Stukely threw off the mask, and 
arrested him in the King’s name. Ealeigli’s dignified 
protest, ‘‘Bir Lewds, these actions will not turn out to 
your credit,’’ was destined often to ring remorsefully in 
the cars of this miserable creature, on wliom the public 
indignation justly fell. His rewai-d for these services, 
and the evidence collected by himself and Manourie, was 
a little short of £1000, Convicted soon afterwards of 
the crime of clipping coin, he received a pardon from 
his royal employer, hue became an outcast from >society. 
The old Lord High Admind spurned him from his 
presence. Even his accomplice, Manourie, whose reward 
was a miserable £20, denounced the employer wdio had 
suViorned him to give false evidence. High and low 
alike turned from his abject face, and lie died at last, a 
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Ei alike bauiited by the face of liis victiio,dri the storm-' 
beaten isle of laiiuly, irliere he had sought .a refuge from 
,bhe reproach, of mankind. ■ 

' The honest: Captain King .aceompanied ,his master 
to the Tower,, and there perforce left him, as he ‘wrote. 
His tnitiori, with whom T doubt not his soul 
resteth.*^ A few.days^ later .Lady Kaleigli , was also 
placed under cori'iineinent in the house, of a London 
merchant, and seals were set on her eflects and property. 

The only question still unsettled was iiow the prisoner's 
sacrifice could be turiiod to account in clenching the 
negotiations for the hand of the well-dowered Infanta, 
and Philip was invited to decide wdiethcr his enemy 
should he sent to Madrid, or wliothcr punishment should 
bo vicariously inflicted by James. The delay involved 
in consulting Philip's pleasure was utilised in building 
up the plea of justification for Ids death. A committee 
of the Privy Council, consisting of Archldshop Abbott, 
Lord Worcester, the Cliancelior ]3acon, Coke, Nannton, 
and Sir Julius Oa\sar, 'was appointed to take evidence. 
It was no eu.By task to extricate the King fi'om the 
difficult situation in which lie had placed himself, ]:>y on 
the one hand sanctioning the expedition, and on the 
other promising Kaleiglds blood to Hpain if the inevitable 
occurred. The committee set to ‘work on a false assump- 
tion that he had never meant to find the mine, and 
consequently their investigations proved inconclusive. 
It became necessary to find some other pretext to 
^varrant a sentence of death. A new spy was there- 
fore attached to his person, who was to endeavour 
to gain his confidence by persuading him that a frank 

the King’s pardon. This 


confession might secure 
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unenviable duty was entrusted to Sir Thomas Wilson, 
Keeper of the State Papeivs, ^vdio liad since 1603 
been in receipt of a pension from Spain. Ealeigli's 
mistrustful reiserve ]}aflled even an adept like Wilson, 
and at his wits’ end lie informed the King that he knew 
of ‘‘no means but a rack or a halter” to make him 
speak. The French intrigue was the matter on which 
information was most urgently desired. De Novion, 
admitting nothing, had been placed in custody. Raleigh 
acknowledged having told Btukely that he had been 
offered a passage in a French ship, but maintained 
that he only did so to deceive. Eventually, however, 
perhaps convinced of the sincerity of Wilson’s promises, 
he admitted in a letter to James that he had a commis- 
sion from Montmorency, but not from the French King, 
whos{3 Envoy had, through De Kovion, offered him assist- 
ance to escape. On this Le Clerc was summoned to the 
Council, and, when he persisted in denying the story, all 
relations with him were broken off The unsolicited 
intervorition of France at this crisis had only done more 
harm than good. 

In anotlier letter addressed to the King Raleigh 
protested that the village of San Thome was not burned 
by his directions, and pleaded his voluntary return to 
poverty in England as a proof of his honesty of purpose. 
He also composed a poetic petition to the Queen, whose 
voice was once more raised in his behalf, but to such a 
pitch of degradation bad the British Court descended 
that her last vain appeal was made to the all-powerful 
favourite. To Buckingham he appears to have written 
also (the letter only exists in the form of a copy), 
explaining the motives of his attempted flight, and 
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making rather an a1)jcct appeal to one who little 
(lisposed to ]i?^ten. These letters were probably inspired 
by the false 1iu}>es of clemency held forth by Wilson. 
To Oarew, whose inihience on piiblie opinion was 
siclerubloj ho wrote in a more manly straiii, reeapitiilating 
the arguments he had usett in tlia A^polugu. He admitted 
having conteroplated the necessity of driving the 
Spaniards out of their settl< 3 nieiit before proceeding to 
the niiiiOj but maintaiiied that he had reeonsidered the 
situation, and made such acldon suboiHinate ^ 
richness of the ore. He had never intended the burning 
of the town, bat his men, when wantonly attacked, had 
no o 2 >tion but to i'Cptd force by force. Finally, he had 
returned to England, iiiid placed his life at the King’s 
grace. Prom this line of argument he never swerved in 
s])iteof all the pressure exercised to obtain incriininating 
admissions, lint one eoJitention, repeatedly put forward 
in these letters and in Ids conversation, outweighed in 
his eyes all that might ho said for or against the precise 
legality of his conduct: “If it wer(3 lawful for tlie 
Spanish to iniiriler iwenty^six Englislmion, tying them 
back to back, and then to cut tlieir throats, when they 
had traded with them a whole month, and came to them 
without so nnxcii as one sword among them all ; and that 
it may not bo lawful for your Majesty’s subjects, being 
forced by them, to repel force by force, vre may justly 
say, 0 miserable English ! ’’ Such language would pro- 
duce little im]>ressioii upon a monarch who 'was engaged 
in composing dissertations on the Lord’s Prayer, with an 
appropriate dedication to Villiers, and it may have met 
with little response in days of reaction from Tudor 
standards of national dignity. But to those who have 
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known what it means to liawe seen the British flag 
insulted, and to he compelled to wait many years for a 
tardy and hardly won satisfaction, they are of eloquent 
signitlcance in the mouth of the first apostle of Empire. 

It is difficult to acquit the King of complicity in the 
methods whicli Wilson now employed. Raleigh was 
encouraged to wwito constantly to his wife, and their 
letters were intercepted. Petty tyrannies were enforced 
in the Tower, He was placed under more stringent 
confinement, and threatened ’with the confiscation of Ids 
favourite chemicals, supplied by the kindness of Lady 
Apsley, the Lieutenant’s wife. In spite of every efibrfc 
no fresh evidence was extorted. But he had undertaken 
to cDinndt no outrage on Spanish subjects in Guiana, 
and his men had broken the peace. For this he was to 
die, althougli the responsibility^ fell not less heavily on 
the King himself. At length the Spanish agent received 
the reply to Gonclomar^s communication, which was to 
the effect that it would ])e more agreeable to his Spanish 
Majesty that the punishment should be carried out in 
England. At the same time it should be as exemplary 
and immediate a.s the offence was notorious. 

It was still necessary to find a colourable legal pre- 
text for carrying out the orders from Madrid. The 
King himself seems to have desired a trial of some sort, 
but Bacon and the law officers advised him that as the 
prisoner was already under sentence of death, passed in 
1603 , he could not bo drawn in f|uestion judicially for 
any crime since committed. lie was accordingly relieved 
from further persecution. Wilson was discharged, and 
Lady Raleigh was set at liberty. The Commissioners, to 
whom tiie question of procedure was referred, recom- 
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Ill ended one of two courses. The King might foi'tliwith 
the warrant for execution under tlie senionce of 
IdOit, and at the same time publish a narriitive of 
Sir Waltei'h oile.iK;os in print for tlie. information of 
tlio prdilic. Or tlio prisoner might 1>e liroiiglit up 
liefore the Cloniicil State and tlie judges, with a 
limited audience, to give sembianee of puldicity, and 
Ixhng informed that lie "Wiis already civilly dead, be 
charged and licainl in his didenec. At tlio same time 
they urged a prudoni reserve with regard to the Frencli 
intrigue. This course, which they pi’eferred as the 
iiearesfc to a legal procedure, ili<l not, however, commend 
itself to the King, who fovured anything apjiroacliing a 
publi(5 trial, ^in<l did not feel too sure that the Council 
would so readily condemn the prisonei*. The judges 
and the public audience were therefore dispensed "with, 
and Ealeigii was finally, on the 22nd of October, lirought, 
not even before the Chuncil, but lieforc the limited body 
of OommissioneiB. No record of the pi^oceedings appears 
in the Council Eegistor, Imt a fragmentary report exists 
ill the notes of Hir Julius Ciesar, The Attorney-Geneiril 
recapitulated the various charges which had been for- 
mulated against him. Ho had imposed on the Kings 
credulity by iiu’cnting the story of a mine which ho 
never intended to explore: he held a Frcncli commission 
warranting hostilities against Spain; and his piratical 
intentions were confirmed by his scheme to lie in wait 
for the Mexican Plate -fleet. The contmiielious refer- 
ences to the King, reported by Stukely and Manoiirie, 
furnislieci a theme for the eloquence of the Solicitor- 
General. Ealeigh replied that he believed the King 
‘'in his own eonseienced^ now held him clear of all 
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complicity in the events of 1603. The charges made by 
Stnkely and Maiiourie were false ; the utmost he had 
said wa5j that his confidence in the King liad been 
deceived. His own belief in the existence of the 
mine was pi*oved by the fact that he had spent ^2000 
in engaging miners and purchasing mining - tools. 
The first aggression came from the Spaniards, against 
whom he had not directed any attack. He admitted 
having discussed a raid on the Mexico fleet, after the 
expedition to the mine had failed, but he had already 
fully explained that the proposal was merely an ex- 
pedient to hold his mutinous captains together. Accord- 
ing to the Spanish account of these proceedings, Bacon 
then addressed the prisoner and informed him that he was 
to die. The Justices of the King’s Bench were directed 
to give execution to the old sentence. They rcn[uired 
his pi^esenco in order to afford him the formal oppor- 
tunity of pleading for a stay of execution, and on the 28th 
of October he was brought hurriedly from the Tower, 
shi vering with ague, to the bar of the Court. He contended 
that his commission for the voyage was tantamount to 
a pardon, but an attempt to introduce the subject of 
C4uiana was cut short by the annoiinceraent that he was 
there only called in question for the treason of 1603. He 
then threw himself on the King’s mercy, urging that that 
judgment was a thing of the past, of which many present 
knew the real value. Chief -Justice Montague replied 
that new oliences had moved the King to revive the old 
sentence, and bidding him in a few not unkindly words 
prepare for death, awarded execution. The degrading 
features of the sentence had been remitted in favour of 
decapitation at Westminster, 
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If Ealeigh liacl not exercised <lnc self-restraiiit 

in pleading for a, life whieb ho passifiiiately desired to 
preserve in his consciousness of power unexliansted and 
purpose still unfulfilled, he now resnmetl that quiet 
dignity wliich never failed liini at eriuial inomonts. J:Je 
beggeil indeed a few days’ res[)ite, in which to complete 
some wtjrk on wliicii lie was engaged, lait his appeal was 
as vain as had been that of I.ady Ihileigli and the few 
friends who still veiiiured to inteiT-odc for him. The 
warrant for execution hail been drawn up l)cfore the 
suinmons to the King’s Bench w.‘is issued, and was to 
he carried out on tlie following niorning ; meanwhile 
James was out of re-acli of all petitions. The pj’isoncr 
was conducted to the gatediouse at AYes trains ter. The 
friends who there visited him were astonished to lind 
liim in such good heart, as he bade them not giaidge 
liiin his last mirth in this world. The Dean of West- 
minster, ].)r. Roliert Tounso!i, who was delegated ])y tlio 
Council to attend him, testifies tlnit lie found the dis- 
position of his mind not only braive and cheerful, Imt 
« very Clnistiani}'*, m tliat lie satisfied me tiion as I 
tliink he did all his spec,tator3 at his death.” 

It is not easy, even after all these years, to contem- 
plate without emotion his last interview witli that brave 
woman, who, as at the beginning she had risked all to 
win his love, had through their niarriod life of six-and- 
twenty years made willing sacrillce of home, p>eac 0 , and 
fortune, in constant unswerving devotion to her hero. 
When, late on the evening of the «8th of October, she 
was admitted to the gate-house, she had only just learned 
that the execution would take place on the following 
morning, and at the same tiiue she had been assured she 
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would bo allowed the privilege of Imrying him. Their 
eonverae was chieilj on the means of defending his 
memory if he was foi-hidden to speak from the scaffold, 
and he iindertook to leave her a paper of notes with his 
ffrial explanations. Of their little son he could not 
bring himself to speak, lest the thought should unnerve 
Inin. Then midnight struck, and the hour had come to 
separate for ever. With a supreme effort she told him, 
through a blinding rush of tears, that she had obtained 
the disposal of Ids body, to which, "with a brave and 
gentle smile, as he led her to the door, he replied, It 
is well, dear Bess, that thou mayest dispose of tliat 
dead, which thou iiaclst not always the disposal of when 
alived^ 

Then, in the quiet and solemn silence of his last night 
on earth, he drew up two testamentary notes. In one 
he endeavoured to put right a possible injustice which 
he feared words of his might occasion to his former 
agent rinc, and appealed to Lady Ealeigh to make such 
provision as slio could for the wives of two faithful 
servants. In the other ho formally recapitulated his 
answers to the charges made against him, renouncing 
God’s mercy if he was not writing truth. 

Earh^ in the morning the Dean visited him again and 
administered the communion, wliich lie received devoutly. 
He expressed forgiveness of all who had injured him, 
and steadfastly maintained his own innocence. Then he 
breakfasted and smoked his last pipe of tobacco. What 
sorcery was in those wreathing clouds of smoke, which 
conjured back for a moment all the scents and echoes 
of the far-off West, — a mirage of broad jungle plains 
quivering in the tropic sun, and beyond them the blue 
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nxoiiiitains tlia,t were still iinci'osseell Tiici]:n:ililed dreamer 
put tlie vision by, and, risiiig erect, obeyu'^d tlie suinraous 
of his' guards. , At' the door ho was- ' offered and drank a 
.Clip of sack.' It.isa good drink/:’ heai'uoted, “if a man 
' might' taiTy by i't/^ , 

The scafibid was erected in front of A:he Paidi ament 
House, and a great imiltitude had ussembled to wdtness 
a scene wiikdi English rnen have never forgiven. Not 
’a few. of the more independent peers .were .present, S'onie 
on horseback, some in Sir Band olph Carewb balcony. 
Ealeigli was allowed to address tliein, 'and prayed them, 
if his voice was feeble, if they perceived any sign of 
weakness in him, to ascribe it to the ague from which 
he had been suffering, but wdiich he thanked God was 
noton him at this supreme moment. Arundel, North- 
ampton, and Doncaster theni said they would c<.)mo 
down to the scaffold. Tliey shook hands with him, and 
he resurnod his speech, which, has only come down to us 
in inadexpiate rejMxrtB. Dealing lirst with his alleged 
practices vntli France, he ])rotested that a man’s v'ord 
in the hour of death, when then? was lui room fc»r 
repentance, must carry weight, and in that knowledge 
ho called God to witness that ho never had any plot or 
intelligence with the French King nor with his ambas- 
sador. He repudiated the charge of having spoken in 
unseemly terms of the King, a charge based on the 
evidence of a perjured impostor. “ I did never speak 
any dishonourable or disloyal words of the King. If 
I did, the Lord blot me out of the book of life. Nay, 
I will now protest further that I never thought such 
evil of him in my heart ; and therefore it seemeth some- 
xvhat strange that such a base follow should receive 
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credit.” He confessed frankly tlaat he had tried to escape, 
and that hov had feigned sickness at Salisbury, trusting 
thereby to gain time till the King arrived He re- 
affirmed his honesty of purpose in the voyage to Guiana, 
by vffiloh he had hoped to enrich the King, Ms partners, 
and himself, bnt all was undone by the wilfulness of 
Keymis. As to the report that he would not have 
returned unless compelled to by his company, the con- 
trary was the true case, and he had been held a prisoner 
in his cabin by mutineers until he had undertaken not 
to bring them to England without first obtaining a 
pardon for four members of the cx^ew’^ who were under 
sentence. He expressed his gratitude that Arundel 
“was present, and able to testify to his promise to 
retmm to England %vhether the voyage was a success 
or a failure. Then appealing to the Sheriff for a 
little moi’e time he touched on another matter. “It 
was said that I was a persecutor of my Lord of 
Essex, and that I stood in a window over against him 
when he suffered, and puffed out tobacco in disdain of 
him. r take God to witness that my eyes shed tears 
for him when he died. And, as I hope to look in the 
face of God hereaftei', my Lord of Essex did not see my 
face when he suffered. I was afar off* in the armoury 
when I vsa'w him, but he saw not me. And my soul 
hath been many times grieved that I was not near unto 
him when he died, because I understood afterwards 
that he asked for me at his death, to be reconciled to 
me. I confess I was of a contrary faction. Bat I knew 
that my Lord of Essex was a noble gentleman, and that 
it would be worse with me when he was gone. For 
those that did set me against lm\ did afterwards set 
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thmnsdves agamst mef ' He concluded with those moving 
words, which, though somewhat variously reported, are 
substantially similar in all the texts. / “And now I 
entreat that you will all join wnhli me in prayer to that 
great God of heaven wdiom I have grievously otiended, 
that Ha will of 'His almighty goodness extend to^ me 
forgiveness, being a man full of all vanity, and one wdio 
hath lived a sinful life in such callings as have been 
most inducing to it ; for I have l:)een a soldier, a sailor, 
and a courtier, all of them courses of wickedness and 
\iee ; but I trust He will not only cast away rny sin, 
but will receive me into everlasting life.” And with a 
smile full of sweet and bitter memories lie added, “ I 
have a long* journey to take, and must bid the company 
farewell.” 

The liOrds then with(lre^y, leaving him alone with 
the Dean and the executioner, who prayed for forgive- 
ness. He divested himself of gown and doublet, and 
movitig round the scaffold besouglit all. present to pra}- 
for him. Boeing Anindel, he desired hhn to beg the 
King that no defamattuy writings siionld be published 
about him after death. He assured the I)eun that he 
died in the faith pi’ofessed by the Church of England, 
and was about to kneel when it tvas suggested that he 
should turn his face to the east. “ "What matter,” he 
said, as he moved to comply, “which vray the head lie, 
so the heart be right?” These were his last charac- 
teristic 'words. Then he knelt dotvii, and, after praying 
for a short while, gave tlie appointed signal by stretch- 
ing out his hands. The head was severed .in two blows 
from the body, which remained motionless in the pos- 
ture of prayer. The sliuddoring crowd turned silently 
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away from that scene of national dishonour, and the first 
voice to find indignant utterance exclaimed, “ We have 
not such another head to be cut off.” The body, wrapped 
in his cloak, was conveyed to Lady Raleigh, who caused 
it to be buried in St. Margaret’s Church at Westminster, 
She had previously arranged with Sir Nicholas Carew 
for his interment at Beddington, but the design "was not 
carried out. The head was embalmed, and she kept it 
with her through nine-and-twenty years of widowhood. 
The public indignation which, in days when the 
theory of jwerogative still protected the person of the 
sovereign from criticism, fell upon the instruments of 
the monarch’s will, was so great that James felt coiiu 
polled to adopt the course originally suggested by the 
Commission, and to publish a 

the crimes and offences of Raleigh, wdiich it was Bacon’s 
iiiigrateful duty to compose. If later historians have to 
some extent admitted that its arguments acquit the 
King of a conscious act of injustice, contemporary 
opinion was little modified by the terms of this defence. 
His countrymen were content to leave on one side the 
narrow issue of legality, and judge his case on the 
broader basis which still appealed to Englishmen who 
had not forgotten the great struggle of the previous 
reign. They had long ceased to think of him as the 
pampered favourite, the arrogant courtier. In their 
eyes he stood for the greatness of England, for mdepend- 
■ eiice from the tyrarmy of priestcraft, a danger not yet 
sulHciently remote to be disregarded, for the expansion 
of their country’s resources, for liberty of commerce, 
and for the freedom of the sea. But it needed the 
scaffold at Westminster to complete his triumphant 
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vindication, to open to his spirit tliat sphere of attain” 
ment which it was not his fortune to take by storm in 
life. ■ There, were Biany .spots ■ on. tiie sun' of his, reputa- 
tion, hut ■"the tragedy, of hi'S " .end , revealed his-, greatness 
and blotted out his faults. Thus by his death he 
becamOj in a measure more than his record justifies, an 
ideal to the men of a subsequent generation, who were 
to engage in the great struggle for constitutional liberty. 
With an almost prophetic instinct, in the last page of 
his Jfc/ory of ^f/n^ /FerM, he had acknowledged the debt 
ha was to owe to the executioner : 

0 eloquent, just, and mighty death ! whom none could 
advise, thou hast persuaded ; what none hath dared, thou 
hast clone ; and whom all the world hath flattered, thou 
only hast east out of the world and despised p thou hast 
drawn together all the far-stretched greatness, all the pride, 
cruelty, and ambition of man, and covered it all over with 
these two narrcnv words, Hie jaed 1 

In tho Bible which he iiised in the gate-hoitse at 
Westminster a few hours before he suffered, he had 
penned his own epitaph. With tlmse linos the story of 
life may aptly close : 

Even such is time, that takes on trust 
Our youth, our joys, our all we have, 

And pays us bait with age and dust ; 

Who in the dark and silent grave, 

Wlimi we have wandered all our ways, 

Shuts up the story of our days 1 

But from this earth, this grave, this dust, 

The Lord shall raise me up, I trust ! 
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